	

	Deep in all of our hearts, we sense that our life has a purpose – a meaning that extends beyond this physical world.  Perhaps you have been lying awake at night wondering about this, but eventually, you get discouraged or distracted and try to ignore the biggest questions of life: Where did I come from? Why am I here? What will happen after I die?
 
I’m glad that you came tonight as we begin studying the Bible.  If you come with an open heart, I believe that you will find this book has answers to all of these questions (and much more). It is a big book - a person can spend a lifetime studying this book.  Our lessons will only present an overview of some basic things that the Bible teaches.  We will study the Bible chronologically and we will only study selected key events.  Once you understand the basics of the Bible, the rest of the Bible is easier to understand.




	

	People all over the world believe that their life has a purpose.  And along the way, they often accept a belief system to live by.  Why do people choose one belief system over another?  Here are some reasons, but ultimately, what matters most is whether or not their belief system is true.




	

	

	

	Perhaps you’ve heard some things about the Bible.  Many people think that the Bible is just a book of Legends or that it is like many other religious books – filled with rules and philosophy.  Tonight, I want to clarify what the Bible really is and why it’s worth studying.



	

	To begin with, I want you to see that the Bible is very important.  In fact, it is the most significant book in world history.  Since it is so important, your education would not be complete without understanding the basic facts and message about the most significant book in world history.

That’s a bold claim!  Here are some reasons why I think it is true.



	

	Some people mistakenly assume that the Bible is western, or that it came from America.  Actually, it was written thousands of years before America was founded, and it is actually eastern in nature.



	

	The Bible was the very first book printed on the first commercial printing press in Gutenberg, Germany (1450AD).  For every year since then, it has been the best selling book globally.



	

	The global importance of the Bible is clearly shown by the number of languages into which it has been translated.  Almost anywhere in the world, people can read the Bible in their own language.



	

	Unlike most religious books, the Bible is not bounded by culture.  If a person submits to Islam, they must wear Arabic clothing and read the Quran in Arabic.  If a person chooses to be Hindu or Buddhist, they adopt Asian appearance and meditation styles.  But when the Bible enters a culture, people retain their cultural identity – it fits all cultures around the world.



	

	Some people suggest that the Bible is only accepted by foolish, old, superstitious people.  But the fact is, many brilliant scientists and philosophers from the past and the present have studied and accepted the Bible.



	

	These are just a few things that demonstrate the importance of the Bible.  And as I said earlier, it seems wise for everyone to understand the message of the most important book in world history.



	

	Unlike many religious books, the Bible does not simply provide a list of rules to obey.  It contains true stories of history, showing how God created people, how they broke away from Him, and what He has done to bring them back to Himself.  The detailed accounts of the Bible are characteristic of actual historical reporting (not mere fiction).  And other than Jesus, the heroes of the Bible are realistically portrayed, including their mistakes and failures.




	

	The Bible is unique among ancient books in that there are so many copies of the original manuscripts in existence.  Because of this, we can have confidence that the message is identical to the one that was originally delivered.



	

	Many ancient stories were only preserved in the memories of storytellers, allowing them to develop into legends over time.  But the Bible is unique: Most of the books were written down by eye-witnesses or by first person interviewers.  The prevents the story from being changed over time.



	

	Not historical fiction!  Until about 1800AD, fiction was written with vague details.  Instead, the Bible is written like a news report.



	

	Many accounts in the Bible wouldn’t be written by men intending to invent a religion.  They wouldn’t write about a hero who struggled with his ultimate self-sacrifice at the climax, and they wouldn’t write about women discovering the empty tomb (the testimony of women wasn’t admissible as courtroom in evidence those days).



	

	Archaeology is a relatively new science, only several hundred years old.  For many centuries, people questioned the existence of the cities described in the old testament.  But now, the Bible is used as an archeological guidebook to help them find what they are looking for.



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Unlike many religious books, the Bible does not simply provide a list of rules to obey.  It contains true stories of history, showing how God created people, how they broke away from Him, and what He has done to bring them back to Himself.  The detailed accounts of the Bible are characteristic of actual historical reporting (not mere fiction).  And other than Jesus, the heroes of the Bible are realistically portrayed, including their mistakes and failures.




	

	

	

	

	

	







	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide3.sldx










Finding Truth…

…in a world of counterfeits













3



image5.jpeg







image6.jpeg







image7.jpeg







image8.jpg







image1.jpeg







image2.jpeg







image3.jpeg







image4.jpeg









Finding
Truth...

.in aworld of
counterfeits






image4.emf
Why should I believe the Bible?

•

The Bible is Important

•

The Bible is Accurate

•

The Bible makes Bold Claims


Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide4.sldx
Why should I believe the Bible?

The Bible is Important

The Bible is Accurate

The Bible makes Bold Claims





Perhaps you’ve heard some things about the Bible.  Many people think that the Bible is just a book of Legends or that it is like many other religious books – filled with rules and philosophy.  Tonight, I want to clarify what the Bible really is and why it’s worth studying.
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To begin with, I want you to see that the Bible is very important.  In fact, it is the most significant book in world history.  Since it is so important, your education would not be complete without understanding the basic facts and message about the most significant book in world history.



That’s a bold claim!  Here are some reasons why I think it is true.
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Some people mistakenly assume that the Bible is western, or that it came from America.  Actually, it was written thousands of years before America was founded, and it is actually eastern in nature.
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The Bible was the very first book printed on the first commercial printing press in Gutenberg, Germany (1450AD).  For every year since then, it has been the best selling book globally.
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The global importance of the Bible is clearly shown by the number of languages into which it has been translated.  Almost anywhere in the world, people can read the Bible in their own language.
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Unlike most religious books, the Bible is not bounded by culture.  If a person submits to Islam, they must wear Arabic clothing and read the Quran in Arabic.  If a person chooses to be Hindu or Buddhist, they adopt Asian appearance and meditation styles.  But when the Bible enters a culture, people retain their cultural identity – it fits all cultures around the world.
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Sir Francis Bacon – inventor of scientific method

Johannes Kepler – defined laws of planetary motion

Galileo Galilei – influential physicist, astronomer, scientists

Blaise Pascal – mathematician, developed calculus

Isaac Newton – defined rules of gravity, etc.
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Andrew Pinsent – Physicist, co-inventor of creation of the Large Electron-Positron Collider at CERN
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Some people suggest that the Bible is only accepted by foolish, old, superstitious people.  But the fact is, many brilliant scientists and philosophers from the past and the present have studied and accepted the Bible.
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Written in ancient Middle East

The most popular book in world history

The most widely translated book in the world

Accepted in all cultures

Trusted by scholars throughout history

Everyone should understand the message of the most popular, widely translated, globally influential book in world history





These are just a few things that demonstrate the importance of the Bible.  And as I said earlier, it seems wise for everyone to understand the message of the most important book in world history.
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Unlike many religious books, the Bible does not simply provide a list of rules to obey.  It contains true stories of history, showing how God created people, how they broke away from Him, and what He has done to bring them back to Himself.  The detailed accounts of the Bible are characteristic of actual historical reporting (not mere fiction).  And other than Jesus, the heroes of the Bible are realistically portrayed, including their mistakes and failures.
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The Bible is unique among ancient books in that there are so many copies of the original manuscripts in existence.  Because of this, we can have confidence that the message is identical to the one that was originally delivered.
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Many ancient stories were only preserved in the memories of storytellers, allowing them to develop into legends over time.  But the Bible is unique: Most of the books were written down by eye-witnesses or by first person interviewers.  The prevents the story from being changed over time.
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Detailed, eye-witness accounts

Eye-witness accounts

Matthew 14:19-21  > 5000 witnesses to Jesus’ creation of food

1 Corinthians 15:3-6  > 500 witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection

Detailed reporting of actual events

John 21:11  >  153 Fish

Mark 4:37,38  >  Jesus sleeping on a cushion





Not historical fiction!  Until about 1800AD, fiction was written with vague details.  Instead, the Bible is written like a news report.
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Would you write this?

Mark 14:35,36  > “take this cup from me”



Mark 15:34  > “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”



Mark 16:1,4,5  > “the women…”





Many accounts in the Bible wouldn’t be written by men intending to invent a religion.  They wouldn’t write about a hero who struggled with his ultimate self-sacrifice at the climax, and they wouldn’t write about women discovering the empty tomb (the testimony of women wasn’t admissible as courtroom in evidence those days).
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Archaeology is a relatively new science, only several hundred years old.  For many centuries, people questioned the existence of the cities described in the old testament.  But now, the Bible is used as an archeological guidebook to help them find what they are looking for.
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Unlike many religious books, the Bible does not simply provide a list of rules to obey.  It contains true stories of history, showing how God created people, how they broke away from Him, and what He has done to bring them back to Himself.  The detailed accounts of the Bible are characteristic of actual historical reporting (not mere fiction).  And other than Jesus, the heroes of the Bible are realistically portrayed, including their mistakes and failures.
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Some thoughts…





Deep in all of our hearts, we sense that our life has a purpose – a meaning that extends beyond this physical world.  Perhaps you have been lying awake at night wondering about this, but eventually, you get discouraged or distracted and try to ignore the biggest questions of life: Where did I come from? Why am I here? What will happen after I die?

 

I’m glad that you came tonight as we begin studying the Bible.  If you come with an open heart, I believe that you will find this book has answers to all of these questions (and much more). It is a big book - a person can spend a lifetime studying this book.  Our lessons will only present an overview of some basic things that the Bible teaches.  We will study the Bible chronologically and we will only study selected key events.  Once you understand the basics of the Bible, the rest of the Bible is easier to understand.
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Is the Bible Trustworthy?

•

The Bible is Important

•

The Bible is Accurate

•

The Bible makes Bold Claims



Hebrews 11:6  faith is required



John 1:46  “come and see”
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Is the Bible Trustworthy?
- The Bible is Important
- The Bible is Accurate
- The Bible makes Bold Claims
> Hebrews 11:6 faith is required

> John 1:46 “come and see”
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Study 

Plan

Lessons are here:

http://gen2rev.life/PPT

and here:

http://gen2rev.life/PDF

Date Topic

8-Jan 1 Is the Bible Trustworthy?

15-Jan 2 Did God Really Create the World?

22-Jan 3 If God is good, why does suffering exist?

5-Feb 4 Why is evil so widespread and powerful?

12-Feb 5 Why is Israel so important?

19-Feb 6 Who is God?

26-Feb 7 What is the purpose of the Ten Commandments?

5-Mar 8 Why is there a snake on the medical symbol?

12-Mar 9 How do the Old and New Testaments fit together?

19-Mar 10 Why did Jesus perform miracles?

26-Mar 11 What did Jesus really say?

2-Apr 12 Is death the end (or the beginning)?
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Study Plan

Lessons are here:

http://gen2rev.life/PPT 



and here:  

http://gen2rev.life/PDF   

		Date				Topic

		8-Jan		1		Is the Bible Trustworthy?

		15-Jan		2		Did God Really Create the World?

		22-Jan		3		If God is good, why does suffering exist?

		5-Feb		4		Why is evil so widespread and powerful?

		12-Feb		5		Why is Israel so important?

		19-Feb		6		Who is God?

		26-Feb		7		What is the purpose of the Ten Commandments?

		5-Mar		8		Why is there a snake on the medical symbol?

		12-Mar		9		How do the Old and New Testaments fit together?

		19-Mar		10		Why did Jesus perform miracles?

		26-Mar		11		What did Jesus really say?

		2-Apr		12		Is death the end (or the beginning)?
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Why do people believe?

•

Society, culture, family

–

It is easy to passively blend into culture

•

It helps me cope / feel better

–

Alcohol and opiates do this too (for a while)

•

It is true

–

But how do I know my belief is true?


Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide2.sldx
Why do people believe?

Society, culture, family

It is easy to passively blend into culture

It helps me cope / feel better

Alcohol and opiates do this too (for a while)

It is true

But how do I know my belief is true?





People all over the world believe that their life has a purpose.  And along the way, they often accept a belief system to live by.  Why do people choose one belief system over another?  Here are some reasons, but ultimately, what matters most is whether or not their belief system is true.
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Finding 

Truth…

…in a world of 

counterfeits


