	

	We’ve talked a lot about the first big problem of all humanity – sin leads to death.  Tonight, we’ll discover the second big problem that all people face.



	

	

	

	

	

	You would think that, by now, Pharaoh would have learned his lesson.  But God still has another purpose for him.  Pharaoh gathers his most powerful military machines and pursues the Israelites (Exodus 14:5-7).  As the Israelite people see the mighty army approaching, it is clear that they still don’t trust God (vs.10,11).  But Moses tells them to be quiet and still – watch what God does next (vs. 13,14).

The Israelites could not save themselves.  The sea was in front of them, mountains were around them, and their enemies were behind them.  The Israelites had seen all the great and mighty things the Lord had done in Egypt, but they still did not trust in the Lord.  Even though the Israelites sinned and did not trust in the Lord, He was merciful and planned to deliver them.  It is the same with us.  We cannot make things right between us and God by things we do.  Only God can save us from everlasting punishment.

God told Moses to stretch out his rod over the water.  The water separated (vs.21-22) so there was dry ground, and the children of Israel walked through the sea.  When they Egyptians saw this, they started to cross the sea on the path of dry ground (Exodus 14:26-29).  This was a bad decision on their part, and reminds us of the Egyptian command to throw all of the Hebrew babies into the river.  Once again, Moses (and the people) are safely taken out of the water by the grace of God (vs.29-31), leading them to fear the Lord and put their trust in Him.  At least, for a while…


	

	Our last lesson ended with the Israelite people starting their journey away from Egypt after 400 years of national growth and enslavement.  Remember the promise that God made to Moses in Exodus 3:12 (OT96) – “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.”
 
In Exodus 19:1-2 (OT123), we see that 3 months had passed since the Israelites left Egypt.  God led them, by a pillar of cloud and fire, to the Desert of Sinai and told them to camp in front of Mount Sinai, the place where God originally met with Moses. God fulfilled his promise to Moses, but notice that confirmation sometimes comes later in our Journey than we expect.
 
Even though God had been guiding the destiny the nation of Israel, they had not yet had a personal experience with Him.  That was about to change.  In Exodus 19:3-6, God describes His covenant with the people of Israel.  According to verse 5, what did they have to do in order to be His “treasured possession,” a holy kingdom of priests? In verses 7,8, how did they respond?  What does a priest do? (a priest brings people to God)

Three days later, the people approach the burning, shaking mountain (Exodus 19:16-19).  It is not surprising that the people were frightened when God spoke to them. The lightning, fire, thick cloud, and earthquake did not only show the Israelites that God is powerful and deserves respect, but that He hates and punishes all sin.  Fear is a reasonable response to God, especially when we have a clear view of our sin (Hebrews 10:31 NT). 

	

	Here is an important reality: we are much worse than we think.  To help the people see this, God gave them (and us) a sample of the “entrance exam” for heaven.  They were about to stand before the mirror of God’s Word and see their guilt, “written on their faces.”  He starts by proclaiming His authority over them (and all mankind) in Exodus 20:1-2.

The First Commandment – God begins with the first commandment broken by men. In the garden, they abandoned Him and sought to be their own God.  Ever since that day, we have all tried to take the place of God, determining our own purpose for life, defining our own rules of right/wrong, and trying to save ourselves by fulfilling our own dreams.  Is there anyone who has kept this command, always recognizing that the true God is Lord of all (including us)?

The Second Commandment - The word “worship” comes from two words: “worth” and “ship.” We worship something when we assign a very high level of “worth” to it.  Here is a fact of life: we all worship something – we all worship “smaller gods.” Here is the test – is there anything or anyone that is more important to me than the true God?  Have I taken “good” things like career, material possessions, and family, and turned them into “ultimate” things, seeking significance, security, safety and fulfillment in them? 
 
If you look carefully, you will find that our objects of worship are based on our greatest fears. If we fear failure, we worship success. If we fear loneliness, we worship relationships. If we fear poverty, we worship money.  In fact, most of us have created a false “mental image” of God (a mental idol), a small, weak creature unworthy of fear.

The Third Commandment -  Although this includes saying the name of God as a curse (e.g. “OMG”), it goes much further.  God is our creator and provider, and when we complain against Him, we are speaking falsely about His great name.  Conversely, when we do not speak His name with thanksgiving (Colossians 3:17), we break this command as well (even in our heart).

The Fourth Commandment - In our busy world, do we regularly set aside a significant amount of time to regularly seek and worship God?  God made us and knows what’s best, so he gave us this structure for blessing and freedom.  Yet, we spend our time working hard and burning out in pursuit of things that quickly fade away.

	

	 The Fifth Commandment -  Not just obey – honor them. Have you ever complained against your parents?
 
The Sixth Commandment -  Maybe Moses shook when he heard this one (he was a murderer).  You might be thinking, “Finally, here is one that I haven’t broken!” But Jesus reminds us of something important – God knows and cares about what is in your heart.  It’s not just our actions: everyone who has ever been angry has broken this command (Matthew 5:22).
 
The Seventh Commandment - God created sex for a wonderful purpose (in the context of marriage).  It is a holy and beautiful thing, but we have turned it into an unholy way to satisfy our physical and mental lust (Matt 5:28).

The Eighth Commandment -  We are all thieves, starting from when we were small children taking toys from other children.  We grow up and take bigger things, physical and virtual.  We download pirated software and music, we steal time from others, and we copy the work of others and claim credit for ourselves.  Why do we steal? Because we do not trust and believe God’s promise that He will provide for our needs (like the Israelites).
 
The Ninth Commandment - God hates lying (Revelation 22:15). Whenever we lie, it reminds us who we are – children of “the father of lies” – Satan (John 8:44).

The Tenth Commandment - Have you ever thought something like this: “If only I had ______, I would be more successful and satisfied.” When we strongly desire something that someone else has and are not satisfied with what God has given to us, we are basically showing that we do not trust Him.  This 10th commandment exposes the fruit of our failure to obey the 1st one.  Our biggest problem is not only our bad behavior – it is our bad belief.

	

	So, we just took God’s entrance exam for heaven.  How did you do?  By the way, the “passing score” is very high – 100% (Matthew 5:48).  If you miss just one, you fail (James 2:10).  And by the way, ignorance is no excuse (Leviticus 5:17).

If we are honest with ourselves, the Ten Commandments are like a mirror for our soul (James 1:23-24)  When we look at them, they show us our sin (Romans 3:19,20).  We cannot keep them – but they serve a very important role: showing us how desperately we need a Savior!



	

	When we break the laws of China, the Chinese government has the authority to punish us. They don’t ask us if we like the law or approve of it – we are not granted that privilege. Similarly, when we break the laws of God, He has the authority to punish us.  The response of the people showed that they understood the seriousness of their problem (Exodus 20:18-20).  
 
Sin is the word used by the Bible to breaking the laws of God.  As you can see from these Ten Commandments, we can sin when we do the things that God tells us to avoid, or when we fail to do the things that He requires. Here is a very big problem for all of us: God has clearly spelled out His law, we have clearly broken His law, and we all must suffer the punishment for our sin.

At the beginning of these lessons, we said that we would be studying the foundational issues and main themes of the Bible.  This is one of the wonderful things about the Bible: these main themes are consistent all the way through the Bible.  The fact that God is holy and righteous and demands a high price for sin (death) is one of the foundational themes.

	

	Sometimes, when we talk about something important that cannot be changed; we say that it is “carved in stone.”  This phrase comes from what God did next – He carved these commandments in tablets of stone (Exodus 24:12 OT133). Moses spent 40 days on the mountain receiving further instruction from God. During this time, the people grew impatient and unfaithful (Exodus 31:18-32:4 OT146).  When Moses came and saw them breaking the law of God, his anger burned and he broke the stone tablets (vs. 19, 20).  God punished them (v.35), but He was faithful to His covenant, leading them onward.


	

	By now, you should have noticed that the entire human race is in trouble.  We have two kinds of trouble:
Adam’s sin resulted in death.  Death for Adam and death for all humans.
We have all broken the Ten Commandments and are guilty before God, deserving severe punishment (judicially, even if not sensed emotionally).
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]We have a problem – a big problem.  Is there any hope for humanity?  Is there any hope for you?  When we read the Bible, we certainly see that there is “bad news” for all people here!  And since God is a God of justice, how could He possibly forgive such sinful people?  This week, think about these two big problems we each face: death and judgment.  
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Things to Remember

Our first big problem:  Sin.  Because we all are sinful, we are all separated from God and will die.

Many people in Egypt died.  There was only one way to escape death: the blood of the lamb.

Exodus 3:14  >  God’s Name : “I AM”

He is the eternal source of everything that exists

He is the Creator and Absolute Authority over everything and everyone.
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Into the Wilderness

•

Exodus 14 – Egypt’s final challenge

–

Verses 5-7 > Pharaoh changes his mind

–

Verses 10-11 > The Israelites don’t trust God

–

Verses 21-22 > God opens the sea

–

Verses 27-28 > The Egyptian army drowns (remember 

the command of Pharaoh to drown the Jewish 

babies?)

–

Verse 31 > For now, the Israelites trust God

•

Exodus 16:2-3,13-15,35 >  God feeds the grumbling 

people with bread from heaven
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Into the Wilderness

Exodus 14 – Egypt’s final challenge

Verses 5-7 > Pharaoh changes his mind

Verses 10-11 > The Israelites don’t trust God

Verses 21-22 > God opens the sea

Verses 27-28 > The Egyptian army drowns (remember the command of Pharaoh to drown the Jewish babies?)

Verse 31 > For now, the Israelites trust God

Exodus 16:2-3,13-15,35  >  God feeds the grumbling people with bread from heaven







Into the Wilderness
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Back to Mount Sinai

•

Exodus 3:12 >  God’s promises to Moses:

–

“I will be with you”

–

When the people leave Egypt, they will return to this 

mountain and worship

•

Exodus 19 >  3 months later

–

Verses 1-2: at the promised mountain

–

Verses 5-6: “obey Me fully” and “be a kingdom of priests.”  

What does a priest do?

–

Verses 7-8: “We will do everything…”

–

Verses 16-19: Lightning, Thunder, Trumpets, Smoke, and 

Trembling.  Notice: The Almighty, Holy God judges sin.
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Back to Mount Sinai

Exodus 3:12  >  God’s promises to Moses:

“I will be with you”

When the people leave Egypt, they will return to this mountain and worship

Exodus 19  >  3 months later

Verses 1-2: at the promised mountain

Verses 5-6: “obey Me fully” and “be a kingdom of priests.”  What does a priest do?

Verses 7-8: “We will do everything…”

Verses 16-19: Lightning, Thunder, Trumpets, Smoke, and Trembling.  Notice: The Almighty, Holy God judges sin.





Our last lesson ended with the Israelite people starting their journey away from Egypt after 400 years of national growth and enslavement.  Remember the promise that God made to Moses in Exodus 3:12 (OT96) – “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.”

 

In Exodus 19:1-2 (OT123), we see that 3 months had passed since the Israelites left Egypt.  God led them, by a pillar of cloud and fire, to the Desert of Sinai and told them to camp in front of Mount Sinai, the place where God originally met with Moses. God fulfilled his promise to Moses, but notice that confirmation sometimes comes later in our Journey than we expect.

 

Even though God had been guiding the destiny the nation of Israel, they had not yet had a personal experience with Him.  That was about to change.  In Exodus 19:3-6, God describes His covenant with the people of Israel.  According to verse 5, what did they have to do in order to be His “treasured possession,” a holy kingdom of priests? In verses 7,8, how did they respond?  What does a priest do? (a priest brings people to God)



Three days later, the people approach the burning, shaking mountain (Exodus 19:16-19).  It is not surprising that the people were frightened when God spoke to them. The lightning, fire, thick cloud, and earthquake did not only show the Israelites that God is powerful and deserves respect, but that He hates and punishes all sin.  Fear is a reasonable response to God, especially when we have a clear view of our sin (Hebrews 10:31 NT). 
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The Ten Commandments : Exodus 20

Remember – God is The Authority.  We must honor His laws.

1. Verse 3:  You shall have no other gods before Me

–

The first commandment broken by men

–

Who/what is your source of authority?

2. Verses 4-6:  You shall not make and worship idols

–

Taking good things and making them the “most important” things.  Worship = 

“worth” + “ship”.  What is most important to you?

–

Everyone worships something, often a physical or mental image (“smaller gods”)

3. Verse 7:  You shall not misuse the name of God

–

Not only using his name as a curse (“OMG”), but speaking falsely about Him and 

His greatness

4. Verses 8-10:  Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy

–

Did you always reserve  a day each week to seek and worship God?

The first four 

commandments 

describe our 

relationship 

with God
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The Ten Commandments : Exodus 20

Remember – God is The Authority.  We must honor His laws.

Verse 3:  You shall have no other gods before Me

The first commandment broken by men

Who/what is your source of authority?

Verses 4-6:  You shall not make and worship idols

Taking good things and making them the “most important” things.  Worship = “worth” + “ship”.  What is most important to you?

Everyone worships something, often a physical or mental image (“smaller gods”)

Verse 7:  You shall not misuse the name of God

Not only using his name as a curse (“OMG”), but speaking falsely about Him and His greatness

Verses 8-10:  Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy

Did you always reserve  a day each week to seek and worship God?

The first four commandments describe our relationship with God





Here is an important reality: we are much worse than we think.  To help the people see this, God gave them (and us) a sample of the “entrance exam” for heaven.  They were about to stand before the mirror of God’s Word and see their guilt, “written on their faces.”  He starts by proclaiming His authority over them (and all mankind) in Exodus 20:1-2.



The First Commandment – God begins with the first commandment broken by men. In the garden, they abandoned Him and sought to be their own God.  Ever since that day, we have all tried to take the place of God, determining our own purpose for life, defining our own rules of right/wrong, and trying to save ourselves by fulfilling our own dreams.  Is there anyone who has kept this command, always recognizing that the true God is Lord of all (including us)?



The Second Commandment - The word “worship” comes from two words: “worth” and “ship.” We worship something when we assign a very high level of “worth” to it.  Here is a fact of life: we all worship something – we all worship “smaller gods.” Here is the test – is there anything or anyone that is more important to me than the true God?  Have I taken “good” things like career, material possessions, and family, and turned them into “ultimate” things, seeking significance, security, safety and fulfillment in them? 

 

If you look carefully, you will find that our objects of worship are based on our greatest fears. If we fear failure, we worship success. If we fear loneliness, we worship relationships. If we fear poverty, we worship money.  In fact, most of us have created a false “mental image” of God (a mental idol), a small, weak creature unworthy of fear.



The Third Commandment -  Although this includes saying the name of God as a curse (e.g. “OMG”), it goes much further.  God is our creator and provider, and when we complain against Him, we are speaking falsely about His great name.  Conversely, when we do not speak His name with thanksgiving (Colossians 3:17), we break this command as well (even in our heart).



The Fourth Commandment - In our busy world, do we regularly set aside a significant amount of time to regularly seek and worship God?  God made us and knows what’s best, so he gave us this structure for blessing and freedom.  Yet, we spend our time working hard and burning out in pursuit of things that quickly fade away.
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The Ten Commandments_: Exodus 20
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The Ten Commandments : Exodus 20

5. Verse 12:  Honor your father and mother

–

Not just obey – honor.  Did you always respect your parents…?

6. Verse 13:  You shall not murder

–

Have you ever been angry at someone? (Matthew 5:21,22)

7. Verse 14:  You shall not commit adultery

–

Have you ever lusted? (Matthew 5:27,28)

8. Verse 15:  You shall not steal

–

Even small things, software, or copied materials

9. Verse 16:  You shall not lie

–

God is truth.  Guess who is “the father of lies”?

10. Verse 17:  You shall not covet

–

If only I had _____, I would be more satisfied.

The final six 

commandments 

describe our 

relationship 

with people
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The Ten Commandments : Exodus 20

Verse 12:  Honor your father and mother

Not just obey – honor.  Did you always respect your parents…?

Verse 13:  You shall not murder

Have you ever been angry at someone? (Matthew 5:21,22)

Verse 14:  You shall not commit adultery

Have you ever lusted? (Matthew 5:27,28)

Verse 15:  You shall not steal

Even small things, software, or copied materials

Verse 16:  You shall not lie

God is truth.  Guess who is “the father of lies”?

Verse 17:  You shall not covet

If only I had _____, I would be more satisfied.

The final six commandments describe our relationship with people





 The Fifth Commandment -  Not just obey – honor them. Have you ever complained against your parents?

 

The Sixth Commandment -  Maybe Moses shook when he heard this one (he was a murderer).  You might be thinking, “Finally, here is one that I haven’t broken!” But Jesus reminds us of something important – God knows and cares about what is in your heart.  It’s not just our actions: everyone who has ever been angry has broken this command (Matthew 5:22).

 

The Seventh Commandment - God created sex for a wonderful purpose (in the context of marriage).  It is a holy and beautiful thing, but we have turned it into an unholy way to satisfy our physical and mental lust (Matt 5:28).



The Eighth Commandment -  We are all thieves, starting from when we were small children taking toys from other children.  We grow up and take bigger things, physical and virtual.  We download pirated software and music, we steal time from others, and we copy the work of others and claim credit for ourselves.  Why do we steal? Because we do not trust and believe God’s promise that He will provide for our needs (like the Israelites).

 

The Ninth Commandment - God hates lying (Revelation 22:15). Whenever we lie, it reminds us who we are – children of “the father of lies” – Satan (John 8:44).



The Tenth Commandment - Have you ever thought something like this: “If only I had ______, I would be more successful and satisfied.” When we strongly desire something that someone else has and are not satisfied with what God has given to us, we are basically showing that we do not trust Him.  This 10th commandment exposes the fruit of our failure to obey the 1st one.  Our biggest problem is not only our bad behavior – it is our bad belief.
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The Ten Commandments_: Exodus 20
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So, how did you do?

•

We all fail this test!

–

The only passing score:  100% perfect (Matthew 5:48)

–

If you miss one, you fail (James 2:10)

–

Ignorance is no excuse (Leviticus 5:17)

•

The 10 Commandments are like a mirror

–

When we look at them, we see our guilt (Romans 3:19-

20)

–

We don’t use a mirror to wash our face, we need 

something else to remove our sin
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So, how did you do?

We all fail this test!

The only passing score:  100% perfect (Matthew 5:48)

If you miss one, you fail (James 2:10)

Ignorance is no excuse (Leviticus 5:17)

The 10 Commandments are like a mirror

When we look at them, we see our guilt (Romans 3:19-20)

We don’t use a mirror to wash our face, we need something else to remove our sin







So, we just took God’s entrance exam for heaven.  How did you do?  By the way, the “passing score” is very high – 100% (Matthew 5:48).  If you miss just one, you fail (James 2:10).  And by the way, ignorance is no excuse (Leviticus 5:17).



If we are honest with ourselves, the Ten Commandments are like a mirror for our soul (James 1:23-24)  When we look at them, they show us our sin (Romans 3:19,20).  We cannot keep them – but they serve a very important role: showing us how desperately we need a Savior!
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Guilty of breaking God’s Law

•

Breaking the law leads to punishment 

–

If we break the law of China, we are guilty and the 

government has the authority to punish us.

–

When we break God’s laws, we are guilty and He has 

the authority to punish us.

–

He has perfect knowledge of our thoughts, feelings, and 

actions (Psalm 139:4)

–

Sin = breaking the law of God.  (Romans 3:23)
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Guilty of breaking God’s Law

Breaking the law leads to punishment 

If we break the law of China, we are guilty and the government has the authority to punish us.

When we break God’s laws, we are guilty and He has the authority to punish us.

He has perfect knowledge of our thoughts, feelings, and actions (Psalm 139:4)

Sin = breaking the law of God.  (Romans 3:23)







When we break the laws of China, the Chinese government has the authority to punish us. They don’t ask us if we like the law or approve of it – we are not granted that privilege. Similarly, when we break the laws of God, He has the authority to punish us.  The response of the people showed that they understood the seriousness of their problem (Exodus 20:18-20).  

 

Sin is the word used by the Bible to breaking the laws of God.  As you can see from these Ten Commandments, we can sin when we do the things that God tells us to avoid, or when we fail to do the things that He requires. Here is a very big problem for all of us: God has clearly spelled out His law, we have clearly broken His law, and we all must suffer the punishment for our sin.



At the beginning of these lessons, we said that we would be studying the foundational issues and main themes of the Bible.  This is one of the wonderful things about the Bible: these main themes are consistent all the way through the Bible.  The fact that God is holy and righteous and demands a high price for sin (death) is one of the foundational themes.
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The People of Israel

•

Exodus 19:7-8 “We will do everything…”

•

Exodus 20:18-20   “do not have God speak to us…”

–

The people of Israel understood their guilt and were afraid 

of God

–

They wanted Moses to be the one that talks to God

–

Exodus 24:12-14 Moses went up on the mountain to 

receive the Law of God

•

Exodus 32  The people of Israel sin

–

Verses 1-4  The people grew impatient and sinned.

–

Verses 19-20  Moses was very angry and broke the tablets

–

Verses 33-35  The people are punished for their sin
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The People of Israel

Exodus 19:7-8  “We will do everything…”

Exodus 20:18-20   “do not have God speak to us…”

The people of Israel understood their guilt and were afraid of God

They wanted Moses to be the one that talks to God

Exodus 24:12-14   Moses went up on the mountain to receive the Law of God

Exodus 32  The people of Israel sin

Verses 1-4  The people grew impatient and sinned.

Verses 19-20  Moses was very angry and broke the tablets

Verses 33-35  The people are punished for their sin





Sometimes, when we talk about something important that cannot be changed; we say that it is “carved in stone.”  This phrase comes from what God did next – He carved these commandments in tablets of stone (Exodus 24:12 OT133). Moses spent 40 days on the mountain receiving further instruction from God. During this time, the people grew impatient and unfaithful (Exodus 31:18-32:4 OT146).  When Moses came and saw them breaking the law of God, his anger burned and he broke the stone tablets (vs. 19, 20).  God punished them (v.35), but He was faithful to His covenant, leading them onward.



10





The People of Israel
+ Bodus19:78

“Wewilldo everythig.”
+ Bxodus 20:1820 “do ot have God pesktous..”

*+ Bxodus 32 The people ofsrae sin





image11.emf
Things to Think About

•

The entire human race has two problems:

1. Adam’s sin resulted in death (physical and spiritual).  

For him and for all humans.

2. We have all broken God’s law and are guilty.  We all 

deserve punishment.  God is a perfect judge, and we 

have to stand silent before Him

•

We each have these two problems – big problems.

–

Is there any way to escape death and punishment?

–

How can a God of justice punish sin and forgive sin 

(Exodus 34:6,7)?
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Things to Think About

The entire human race has two problems:

Adam’s sin resulted in death (physical and spiritual).  For him and for all humans.

We have all broken God’s law and are guilty.  We all deserve punishment.  God is a perfect judge, and we have to stand silent before Him

We each have these two problems – big problems.

 Is there any way to escape death and punishment?

 How can a God of justice punish sin and forgive sin (Exodus 34:6,7)?





By now, you should have noticed that the entire human race is in trouble.  We have two kinds of trouble:

Adam’s sin resulted in death.  Death for Adam and death for all humans.

We have all broken the Ten Commandments and are guilty before God, deserving severe punishment (judicially, even if not sensed emotionally).

 

We have a problem – a big problem.  Is there any hope for humanity?  Is there any hope for you?  When we read the Bible, we certainly see that there is “bad news” for all people here!  And since God is a God of justice, how could He possibly forgive such sinful people?  This week, think about these two big problems we each face: death and judgment.  
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We’ve talked a lot about the first big problem of all humanity – sin leads to death.  Tonight, we’ll discover the second big problem that all people face.
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Topic

1

What is the Bible?

2

A Very Good Creation

3

The Origin of Evil

4

The Spread of Wickedness

5

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph

6

Israel and the Exodus

7

The Ten Commandments and Exodus

8

The Promised Land and Kings

9

Transition from Old to New Testament

10

The Works and Words of Jesus

11

Jesus' Death and Resurrection
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Things to Remember

•

Our first big problem:  Sin.  Because we all are 

sinful, we are all separated from God and will die.

•

Many people in Egypt died.  There was only one 

way to escape death: the blood of the lamb.

•

Exodus 3:14 >  God’s Name : “I AM”

o

He is the eternal source of everything that exists

o

He is the Creator and Absolute Authority over 

everything and everyone.


