Dating and Marriage

[bookmark: _GoBack]When I was in China, I had the opportunity to eat lunch with two of my new students.  During our conversation, one of the students asked me how much money is required in America for a boy to marry a girl.  Of course, my answer was very different for Americans that for Chinese.  Later on in our discussion, he told me that he had been watching American movies to get a better idea about what true love looks like.  

It’s sad that this boy didn’t know of a better source for getting a definition of true love.  During our discussion, I wondered what kind of relationship his parents had, and doubted if it gave him a very good example to follow.

So tonight, before we talk about dating and marriage, I want to ask you this question: what kind of marriage would you like to have?  On a piece of paper, please write down two or three things that you hope will describe your marriage someday.  Don’t write your name – keep it anonymous.  {take the papers and write a summary on the board}

I trust that each of you would like for your marriage to be better than “average.” What do you think?  Is it your dream to have a mediocre marriage?  I don’t think so.  In fact, I know that God doesn’t want you to have a marriage like that.  How do I know that?  Let’s look at some Bible verses:
Ephesians 5:25 – God wants every husband to love his wife to the point of absolute self-sacrifice.  
Ephesians 5:22-24  – He wants every wife to follow her husband with complete trust.  These are not “average” words!
Song 4:9,10 – He wants your marriage to bring delight.

We’ve talked about this before, but I want us to look again at the creation account.  In Genesis 2:18 something is not good – it is not good for man to be alone.  So God does something very important: He removes a rib from the man and creates a woman (Gen 2:21-24).  The woman is created in the image of the man: using his bone, flesh, and DNA.  She is his perfect match – she is everything that he is, but also everything that he is not.  

And then, God conducts the very first wedding ceremony – the man and woman become husband and wife – one human.  When God people, He created us to enjoy intimacy with Himself.  He created us to know and be known.  And when He created marriage, He created it with the same intention – for intimacy – to become one.  In the New Testament, Jesus confirmed the truth about marriage in Matthew 19:4-6, making it clear that a true and holy marriage is a special union from God the Father.

Notice two things about marriage:  1) Marriage is not a social invention; it is a spiritual creation of God, a creation that He intended as a picture of good things to come.  2) God created marriage and sex before Genesis 3 (the fall).  As such, it was a part of the “very good” creation.

I think that it’s clear that God desires us to all have great marriages, and I expect that each of you would also like to have a great marriage.  With that in mind, here are some things to think about as you look toward the future.

First, I want you to think about an important fact: Promises and good intentions do not substitute for preparation.  People spend many hours preparing for a wedding, but they don’t spend much time preparing for marriage.  Just because you say “I do” doesn’t mean that you can.  Unfortunately, people don’t understand the need to prepare until they realize they aren’t prepared.  Make a promise now to prepare to commit. 

Proverbs 14:8,15  A prudent person is someone who realizes that all of life is connected.  My past will become a part of my future.  A strong indicator of my future behavior is my past, especially if I’m not committed to working on making a change.  Don’t expect to have everything turn out great without any preparation.  The simple believe anything.  The path you choose to take is more significant than the promises that you make.  Commit now to becoming someone who can keep their commitments later.  And if you have spent the time and energy to prepare, it is less likely that you will be willing to marry someone else who isn’t committed.

One more myth that I’d like to expose: We often believe that, when we meet the right person, everything will be alright. We think that the world is like one big “fairy tale” – we will meet the perfect person, they will come into our life, and we will live happily ever after.  But the fact is, we don’t live in a fairy tale world – we live in a broken world.

When my lunchtime student yesterday asked for the truth about love, I opened my Bible to 1 Corinthians 13.  I want to start by reading some verse 11 and warning you to stop thinking like a child – you will not find prince (or princess) charming and live happily ever after.  Put away the childhood ways and be a man.  Recognize that this kind of thinking will only lead to serious disappointment.

Instead of waiting to find the perfect person, decide now that you will spend your energy becoming the kind of person that person is looking for!  This will require two areas of focus:  Things to put away and things to put on.  Some of the things that I am about to say will sound very crazy.  They will go against many of the things that seem “normal” in our culture.  But it’s your choice: do you want to spend your life in an “average” marriage or do you want to your marriage to be the way God intended for it to be?

Things to put away:
First, let me challenge you to renew your mind (Romans 12:2). Especially men – you have to make a personal decision to delete any music, movies, websites, labels, etc that leads you to follow the culture and think wrongly about women. We learn that a real body isn't good enough, one body isn't good enough, and my wife's body isn't good enough. Do not fall prey to pornography – it is very easy to become addicted to these false images.  Your spouse will never be able to live up to your impossible expectations, and you will never experience real intimacy. Colossians 3:1,2  – if your mind is filled with thoughts about your girlfriend or the opposite sex, it is filled with the wrong things. Refill them with heavenly thoughts.

When I grew up in America, I loved to go fishing.  Two important things decide what kind of fish you will catch:  where you go fishing and the bait that you use.  This is also true when finding a person to date.  So ladies, remember this when you choose your clothing: if you dress to attract the attention of someone looking for a sexy night on the town, don’t be surprised if you catch a fish (a man) who is attracted to that kind of bait (1 Timothy 2:9,10). 

Also, before you get married, ask yourself about your own emotional needs – things that may have developed in your childhood and left a big hole in your life. Do not hold onto anger at your parents, hoping that your spouse will help you solve this problem.  Do you struggle with addictions, laziness, uncontrolled spending/debt, etc?  Do everything you can to deal with these issues before your get married.  Research has shown that, in marriage, the great things get better and the bad habits get worse.

Of course, one of the biggest issues people face during the dating period is sex.  Let me challenge you to postpone the physical aspects of your relationship while dating.  If your boyfriend or girlfriend is trying to rush you to jump in the bed, get away from that person.  Remember that you are probably not the first person (and you probably won’t be the last one).  

Sex is an amazing thing, created by God for an amazing purpose.  Look at 1 Corinthians 6:12.  In this passage, the phrases “Everything is permissible for me” are shown in quotation marks.  Because of the death of Jesus on the cross, the people of the Corinthian church knew that God would forgive them, so they didn’t see any need to avoid sexual sin.  But God has a different standard for them and for us:  is it beneficial (will it help you be more like Jesus)? will it master you (will it draw you away from the One who loves you)?  (also, similar truth in 1 Corinthians 10:23)

Skip down to verse 18.  Notice that there is something very serious about sexual sin – it is different than all other sins.  The Bible is not saying that sexual sin is unforgiveable.  Remember, Jesus forgave a woman caught in in adultery, even when everyone else wanted to stone her to death.  But there is something about sex – God created it for a very important purpose.  And when we abuse it, it can have some serious, long-term effects on us.

Remember, if you are a Christian, God actually lives inside of you (verses 19,20).  Wherever you go and whatever you do, He is going there with you.  When a person is not a Christian, it is easier for them to sin without any feelings of guilt.  It is like their conscience is dull (1 Timothy 4:2), unconcerned about the things of God.  But when God saves us, He sends His Spirit to live inside of us and we are given a “good conscience” (1 Timothy 1:19).  The next time that you stand on the edge of doing something unwise, remember that Jesus is going along with you.  How does it feel to know that He is sitting on the couch next to you?

Go back and look at verse 18.  We live in a society that exalts sex and draws us toward it.  But when it comes to sexual sin, God gives another command: FLEE!  In that day, this Greek word was often used to describe someone retreating from a battle.  Here is the picture: the longer that you stand around and try to decide what to do, the more likely you are to lose this fight.


Things to put on:
The Bible doesn't have a lot to say about dating, but it has a lot to say about becoming the right person. In 1 Corinthians 13:1-7, we see some important aspects of love and dating that we should be practicing in every relationship: 
•	Patient, not pushy
•	Loving, not selfish
•	Kind and considerate
•	Not envying or proud, not one upping each other.
•	Not dishonor or create regret for the other person. Decide that you will never be someone else's regret.
•	Not ending disgracefully or shamefully. Totally different than modern media images.
•	Not self-seeking. Two self-seeking people suck the life of each other.

Look at 1 Peter 3:7.  In those days, women were treated almost less than human, like slaves to be used and mistreated (not loved or respected). The words of this passage were radical - to honor them. This was in a world where might was right.  The command that a husband should respect and honor his wife was a huge step, recognizing the truth that each person is loved by God.  Here is the challenge: honor every woman that you meet like you would honor the president’s wife.

Earlier, I mentioned the principles of fishing.  When you are fishing in the ocean, don’t be surprised when you catch a shark.  And if you are spending all of your time with the wrong people, don’t be surprised if your relationships end up ugly.  Proverbs 13:20 – choose your friends wisely, or you will end up in the wrong places doing the wrong things.  So here is the idea – get very involved in serving God in a way that you feel called.  And when you see someone else whose flow is in the same direction and serving in the same way, you will find someone whose path is the same as yours.  If you go to the right places, you’ll meet the right people.

Finally, remember that when God describes the marriage relationship, He says that a husband and wife become “one flesh.”  You can’t get any closer than this.  And there is only one way for a relationship to glorify God: both partners must be Christians.  Look at 2 Corinthians 6:14-16.  If you are a Christian, you have a new heart, one that has been set free to draw near to God.  If you are in a relationship with someone who is unsaved, even if they seem like a nice person, they are still a slave to the devil.  Light and darkness do not belong together.  Unless your partner is a Christ follower, they will pull you away from God.  And that will bring you sadness and stunt your growth as a Christian.  Not the best – not even close.  The smartest person in the world ignored this important reality (1 Kings 11:1-6) and suffered greatly.

As I said earlier, promises and good intentions do not substitute for preparation.  Please think seriously about these things and act on them (James 1:22).  Make a promise now to prepare to commit. 

