

Thoughts about Baptism


Look with me at Genesis 2:7,8,25.  In the beginning, God created a perfect man and woman and put them into a perfect garden {put Adam and Eve into “God’s Garden” envelope}. They enjoyed perfect fellowship with Him and with each other – no shame and no barriers.

But their perfect lives did not last very long.  In Genesis 3:4-7, Satan tempted man to doubt the love and leadership of God.  The man was given a choice:
1) Do I believe God, trust that He loves me, and surrender to His authority?      Or,
2) Do I listen to Satan, reject the love of God, and try to make it on my own?
Sadly, man walked away from God and into the kingdom of Satan, slavery, and death Genesis 3:23,24.  {move Adam & Eve into “Satan’s Kingdom” envelope}

Every person who has ever been born was descended from Adam and Eve, inheriting their sinful nature and desires (Romans 5:12).  From the very beginning, we see the children of Adam and Eve sinning against God and against each other (Genesis 4:1,2; 8,9). {remove Abel from “Satan’s Kingdom and tear in half}.  And this sinful condition continued to grow worse and worse, until all humanity was on the edge of destruction (Genesis 6:5-8).

But there was one guy, Noah, who found some favor in God’s eyes {remove Noah from “Satan’s Kingdom” envelope}.  So God did something to rescue him, commanding him to build a large boat {hold up “Ark” envelope} and, at the right time shutting him and his family inside {put them into the Ark} (Genesis 7:16).  God’s flood of judgment destroyed everyone outside {dump out all of the people from “Satan’s Kingdom”}, but by putting Noah and his family into the ark, He provided a place of safety and deliverance for them.

Now, let’s read 1 Peter 3:20.  According to this passage, Noah and his family were saved because they were put into the ark.  Everyone else was put into the water (and destroyed).  Here is an important principle: while people were being destroyed because of sin, God provided a safe place (the ark).  And when people are put into the safe place, they are saved from destruction.  

But here is the sad reality of human beings: even though God saved Noah and his family in the ark, they still were sinners and still in Satan’s Kingdom {put the ark back into “Satan’s Kingdom”}.  Even though their bodies were saved from physical destruction in the flood, they still needed to have their spirit saved by trusting in Jesus.

Jesus made it very clear in John 3:3: no one will see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.  For this reason, Jesus came out of heaven {remove His envelope from the “Kingdom of God” and put it into “Satan’s Kingdom”} and offered Himself (1 Peter 2:22-25) to be the powerful sacrifice for all sin for all time.  He came to die as a substitute for all of us (1 John 2:2).  {take “Jesus” out and put it on top of “Satan’s Kingdom” }

John 1:12,13   When we believe in Jesus, God gives us a new birth, taking us out of Satan’s kingdom and puts us into His own family {take people out of “Satan’s Kingdom” and put them into Jesus Christ} (Colossians 1:13,14).  As we read in the New Testament, many verses show that a person who believes in Jesus is “in Christ” (Romans 8:1,2, 1 Corinthians 1:30, 2Corinthians 5:17).  And when a person is “in Christ,” he is in God’s Kingdom (John 17:20,21). {Put Jesus Christ back into “God’s Kingdom”}

Be very clear: when we place our trust in Jesus as our personal sacrifice and stop believing in ourselves, He gives us new life and saves us (Romans 10:9,10,13).  It is not the result of a ceremony and not because of our good works – it is His gracious gift (Titus 3:4-7).  Here is the key point: when a person is saved, he is taken away from Satan and PUT INTO Jesus.  

You may not have recognized this, but I have been talking about baptism the entire time.  Let me explain: most of the New Testament was written in the Greek language.  The Greek word, βαπτίζω (baptizó), means to submerge something, like when you put a dish into a pail of water to wash it.  When a person believes in Jesus, he is PUT INTO Jesus, or in the Greek language, he is “baptized” into Jesus.  This word has not been translated into an English or Chinese equivalent in our Bible, it is simply borrowed and “transliterated.”

Here’s a mental challenge for you – when you see the word “baptize” in the Bible, remember that it is not always talking about a ceremony where people are put under water.  In fact, look back at 1 Peter 3:20-22 with me.  There were two baptisms in this passage – some people were put into the ark and some people were put into the water.  Which ones were saved?  What did the water do?  It did not save people – it killed people.  Look carefully at verse 21: the flood is a symbol of a baptism that saves – not washing of a dirty body, but a pledge – a promise to God.  Remember – when we put our faith in Jesus, we are put into Jesus, just like Noah and his family were put into the ark. 

Remember that the word baptism literally means “to be put into” something.  Look at Romans 6:1-4.  When we believe in Jesus, we are “baptized” into His death and new life, becoming one with Him.  Our old, dead self was buried (just like Jesus was) and we are made alive; our new living spirit is raised up (just like Jesus was).  If we assume that the word “baptism” always means the ceremony with water, we can be confused and end up thinking incorrectly about what the Bible is really saying.  
Unfortunately, the Chinese Bible usually translates the word “baptizó" as Yongshui (meaning, to wash with water).  This confuses many people about the real purpose of baptism.  With that in mind, I want to correct two common areas of misunderstanding – please listen carefully!

1) Not washing away sins.  Baptism DOES NOT wash away your sins (Revelation 1:5; Ephesians 1:7).  When Jesus died on the cross, He shed his blood to wash away our sins.  Nothing we do could ever take away our sins (Ephesians 2:8,9).  Physical baptism is not the same thing as Spiritual baptism (contrast Mark1:4,5,8).  Physical baptism does not save you!

2) Not essential to be saved.  Baptism IS NOT necessary for salvation.  We cannot add anything to Christ’s death on the cross in order to make it better.  His blood is enough to save the world (Luke 23:42,43).  Look at 1 Cor. 1:14-17.  Paul said that he came to preach the gospel, not to baptize.  If baptism is necessary for salvation then why did Paul downplay it and even exclude it from the description of what is required for salvation? It is because baptism isn't necessary for salvation.

Now, let me give you two things that are true about baptism:

1) It is a step of obedience, declaring that we are Christians.  In order to declare that we have already become followers of Jesus, He commanded that people should have a physical baptism in water after their spiritual baptism into His family (Matthew 28:19).  When a person chooses to be baptized in water, he/she is taking an important step of obedience to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Anyone can be baptized; it takes no special talents or effort.  It is a public testimony of our belief in Christ.

2) A picture of salvation.  Baptism is also a wonderful picture of what has already happened in the life of a Christian.  Look back at Romans 6:1-4.  When we believe in Jesus, we are “baptized” into His death and new life, becoming a part of Him.  He tells us that we “die to sin” (Colossians 3:5-10).  Our old, dead self is buried (just like Jesus was) and we are made alive, our new living spirit is raised up (just like Jesus was).  

The New Testament is filled with many examples of people being baptized in water as a picture of their salvation. One is the Ethiopian man in Acts 8:36-39.  When this man believed, what evidence of that belief did he show?  He was excited to be baptized, taking the first available opportunity to obey.  What did this man believe before being baptized?  He believed that Jesus Christ was the Son of God.  And notice that baptism is a time for rejoicing!

[bookmark: _GoBack]For most people in Bible times, to be baptized “in the name of Jesus” demonstrated a major change of loyalty, often with a high price of separation from family, job, and society (Acts 9:17,18; Acts 10:47,48).  So when the Bible talks about baptism, it is very clear that a person has already put their complete trust and destiny in Jesus as their Lord.


When I think about baptism, I often think about my Wedding Ring.  A bride and groom are joined in marriage when they commit to one another in the presence of one with the authority to “pronounce them husband and wife” (either a government official or a church official).  They then put on a wedding ring to show everyone that they have made this important commitment.  Wearing the ring does not make a person married, and in the same way, baptism does not make a person a Christian.  But it is a good way to submit to the commandment of Christ and to demonstrate our new life to others.  

Baptism is a very good thing, something that I would encourage each of you to do as soon as you believe in Jesus.  In a Christian Baptism ceremony, a believer is put under water and lifted back up as a symbol of the death and resurrection of Jesus.  It proclaims your new life in Christ to all who are watching, and should be time of joy and worship.  Three things to think about during your baptism:

Reflect on your sins – how far away from God you were (Ephesians 2:1-5; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11)

Remember what Jesus did for you – shed His precious and powerful blood for your eternal forgiveness (Matthew 27:45,46; 1 Peter 1:17-21)

Rejoice in what He is doing – He has made you His child with eternal hope and purpose (Philippians 3:20,21; Ephesians 5:8-10)


A few additional thoughts:

1 Peter 3:20,21  talks about Noah and ark, saying that "corresponding to that, baptism now saves you." The key word in this section is the Greek antitupon. It means "copy," "type," corresponding to," "a thing resembling another," "its counterpart," etc. Baptism is a representation, a copy, a type of something else. The question is "Of what is it a type?", or "Baptism corresponds to what”?  What does baptism correspond to? Is it the flood? Or, is it the ark? What was it that saved Noah and his family? Was it the water or the ark? Obviously, it was the Ark. Noah built and entered the ark by faith, was shut inside by God, and was saved (Heb. 11:7). The flood waters destroyed the ungodly. Peter, when referring to the flood waters, refers to them as the means of destruction of the ungodly (2 Pet. 2:5; 3:6). It was the Ark that saved, not the water.

In Acts 10:44-46, while Peter was preaching the gospel, people got saved, and then they were baptized.  The gift of the Holy Spirit was on the Gentiles and they were speaking in tongues. Therefore, the ones in Acts 10 who are speaking in tongues and praising God are definitely saved and they are saved before they are baptized. This simply isn't an exception. It is a reality.

Acts 2:37-38  Repentance leads to forgiveness (“for” = “because”)
 
Jesus was baptized in Matthew 3:13-15, not as an example for us, but in order “to fulfil all righteousness.” (remember that Jesus fulfilled all of the law).  Notice that that in Luke 3:23, Jesus was 30 years old when He began his public ministry.  What happened at the beginning of His ministry? He was washed with water in a public ceremony.  In Hebrews 2:17, Jesus was the final, faithful high priest.  When we look at the Old Testament, we see very specific rules for how a priest should do his jobs.  One of those procedures is found in Leviticus 8:5,6.  When a priest began to serve in the temple, his whole body was washed with water.  It was a symbol that he was now taking the role as a priest for the people, holy and ready to serve God.  Also, look Numbers 4:34,35 and notice the age at which priests began to serve in the “tent of meeting” at age 30.  So here is the point: Just like the Old Testament priests, Jesus was 30 years old and went through a ceremonial washing as he began his public ministry.


