Lesson 1 – The Bible, Creation, and Man
The Bible is a big book - a person can spend a lifetime studying this book.  In these lessons we'll look at some of the basic things that the Bible teaches.  We will study the Bible chronologically and we will only study selected key events.  Once you understand the basics of the Bible, the rest of the Bible is easier to understand.

What is The Bible?

For just a minute, try to imagine the wisdom and power of God. There is no way that our tiny human minds can figure out very much about God on our own. Isaiah 55:8,9 (OT1200) reminds us that there is only one way that we can learn the truth about God – He must tell us about himself.
And that is what the Bible does – God gave the Bible to teach us about Him.  God is the central character of the Bible.  The Bible teaches us who God is, what He does, and what He is like.
The Bible contains a table of contents, the Old Testament with 39 books, the New Testament with 27 books, chapters and verse numbers and footnotes and various helps.  (Chinese version lists some names of the books.)  The Bible is God's Word.  The various notes and verse and chapter numbers have been added by man and are not God's Word.

God spoke to men called "prophets" the exact messages He wanted written down.  Sometimes He spoke audibly.  Sometimes He spoke to them in a vision.  Sometimes He put the message directly in their minds.  The Bible is not men's ideas, but God's own Words (2 Timothy 3:16 NT376; 2 Peter 1:21 NT417). This is a huge claim, and if it is false, we should throw the Bible away.  But if it is true, the Bible is very important for us to read and obey.
At least 40 different people over a period of 1600 years wrote the different books of the Bible.  But the Bible has absolute unity because God is the one Author of the Bible, not different men from different times and cultures.

All of the men God used to write the Bible were Jewish except one man - Luke.  Luke was a Greek.  The Bible is God’s message to the world, which He gave through the Jewish people.  God used kings, fishermen, scholars, shepherds, prophets, a doctor, the rich and poor to write the Bible.  
Note:  The Bible is not a book by westerners or for westerners only! It was written in Asia (Israel) long before Western civilization emerged.
Creation of Everything
Many theories exist about how the earth was formed and how life started.  But ultimately, there are really only two major ideas about the origin of life: 

1) The universe and life was all exists because of the design and power of a Creator, or

2) Everything came into existence accidentally, by random chance.

Tonight, I would like to show you what the Bible teaches about creation.  But before I do, I want you to understand a few things about these two major ideas:

· You don’t need to be 100% certain in order to decide which idea is right – you just need to decide which one is the most probable.  While it is possible that a stack of books on the table got there by accident, it is more probable that I put them there before you arrived.
· This IS NOT a discussion of science versus religion.  Both ideas require you to believe in something that you cannot see.  And while science is good at studying physical systems, it is not as useful at examining matters of faith.

· In our schools, we have been taught that random chance and evolution are facts supported by scientific evidence.  This is absolutely false.  Many of the proofs and pictures in your science textbooks are actually fake, but they continue to be re-printed as “examples of the development of evolutionary thought.”

Since these thoughts might seem strange and new to you, I’ll just give you four reasons why random chance and evolution are very improbable.  I could spend all night talking about the many problems of evolution, but I’d rather talk about the creation story from the Bible.

1) If you heard something go “bang,” would you assume that it was the result of a firecracker or of plain, empty air?  Science (and our personal experience) teaches us that “something doesn’t come from nothing.”  You have heard about “the big bang” – a giant explosion that created the universe.  What is most reasonable: the “big bang” came from nothing, or the “big bang” came from the power of a mighty God?  Can you even begin to imagine what kind of power is required to create a planet? How about the entire universe?

Science also teaches us something about explosions: the result is destruction, not creation.  If you see a pile of rocks in one place and a tall building in another, which do you think came from an explosion and which came from a designer and builder?  Recent studies have shown that the universe is amazingly complex and perfectly designed to support life here on planet Earth.  When you look at our planet and our beautiful universe, do you see chaos or design? What is the most probable reason?  It is obvious that there must be a powerful Creator!
2) Next, I want you to think about the existence of life.  It’s not enough to just have an environment that is able to support life; there must be a process to create it.  For example, look at the parts of a simple plastic model and then look at the fully assembled model.  Three things are required to make this: all of the right pieces must be present, there must be assembly instructions, and there must be a process to put it together.

The basic molecules of life are called “proteins,” and are built from “amino acids.”  A very basic protein for life is built from hundreds of amino acids carefully assembled according to the DNA code.  Proteins are built by RNA synthesis within living cells.  If you take away any of these things, life is impossible.  Even if you have all of the right amino acids together at the right time, it is statistically impossible to accidentally create living proteins.
3) Your body is not just made of random proteins stuck together.  It is built of complex systems.  If any part of the system is missing, the whole thing has no value.  Evolutionary biologists claim that a random fish magically developed lungs and crawled out onto dry land, becoming the first reptile.  But if a fish developed lungs, he would not advance onto dry land – he would drown!

In his famous book, “The origin of the species,” Charles Darwin said that the theory of evolution would be proven false unless every living creature could evolve by a series of small steps of improvement.  But like a simple mousetrap that requires all 10 pieces to operate, living creatures are built from complex, interdependent systems which could never arise by small, independent steps.  The human eye has over 60 parts which must all work together in order for us to see.  There is no way that it could evolve by a series of small steps.
4) Random mutations to the existing genetic code are the only mechanism for evolution.  But science has proven that mutation always causes the loss of genetic information and harm to a species.  If you take a deck of cards and pull one out, tear it in half, and throw it away, it does not get better.  The DNA in every organism is designed to remain true to its original design.  For a hundred years, people have been looking at millions of fossils, trying to find evidence of evolution, but nothing has been clearly found.  

After years of training to believe that evolution is a proven fact, it may be hard to instantly change your mind.  But let me encourage you to have an open mind and seek the truth as we study the Bible.  If you do, you may be surprised that it has answers to many of your questions.

For thousands of years, most religions taught (and people believed) that the universe was eternal.  But over the past 100 years, people learned a lot about the universe, including the fact that it is expanding from a definite point of creation.  What does the Bible teach?

(OT1) Genesis 1:1 - In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 

Three important facts exist in this first verse: beginning, God, and created.  The universe did not always exist – it had a beginning.  And before the beginning, God existed.  By His will, He chose to create everything that exists.  Using His own energy, God created the visible universe (Hebrews 11:3 NT396).
What is faith?  Faith is the act of believing something that we did not (or cannot) see.  We live by faith every day: trusting the cooks in a restaurant, trusting the pilot of our airplane, trusting a doctor to provide good healthcare.  Faith also looks backward to events in the past, events that cannot be repeated and tested in the present.  As you can see, it is perfectly reasonable to have faith in things that you cannot see.
If you look around you, the world shows the design and beauty of a powerful Creator (Romans 1:20-22 NT266).  Unfortunately, most of us have been told that it is foolish to believe in God and that everything exists by random chance.  Tonight, I hope that you can already see that there must be a very powerful Creator, One who has made you and the world around us.  Let’s look at the Biblical record of how God created the world.

Day One – In Genesis 1:3-5, God created light on the first day, and He separated the light from the darkness to make day and night. 

Day Two – In Genesis 1:6-8, God created the sky (atmosphere).  
Day Three – In Genesis 1:9-13, God created land by separating the water on the earth.  He also created plants.

Day Four – In Genesis 1:14-19, God created the sun, moon, and stars.
Day Five – In Genesis 1:20-23, God created fish and birds and made them to reproduce after their own kind (species).
Each time God created something, He said, “It is good.”  The creativity of God is displayed by the variety and beauty of plants, fish and birds.  Through creation we see God’s great power (Romans 1:20 NT266).  We are without excuse that God is real and is the mighty Creator.  He created the universe from nothing to show His greatness (Psalm 19:1-3 OT896).  God’s account is accurate, even indicating that He created time itself before the beginning (Titus 1:2 NT378).  
Day Six – Genesis 1:24-25 > God made everything “according to their kinds.”  This means that He made each species and their DNA, preserving the creature and its original design.
Also on Day Six, the Creation of Man
Genesis 1:26 – “Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”

God made man “in His image” so man was the most important thing that God created on the earth.  That way man would be able to know God and communicate with Him.  Others would also see God’s likeness reflected in man and praise God.
“In the image of God” refers to the parts of man which cannot be seen - our soul and/or spirit.  The three parts of man that God planned to be in the image of God is man’s mind, emotions, and will.

Man’s Mind - His Intellect: Because God has a mind, He made people with a mind which could know God, think like God, and reason like God.  God wanted to give man the ability to do creative work on the earth.  Compare this to animals - animals have a mind but they can’t talk to us, they can’t reason with us and they don’t have the ability to make decisions like we can (instinct vs. learning).  God gave mankind the ability to use words and speak, enabling communication.  (Genesis 2:19,20)
Man’s Emotions - His Feelings: Because God has feelings, He made people with feelings.  God’s emotions include compassion, tenderness, anger at sin, love, sadness, joy, happiness, etc.  God loves man and therefore wanted man to have the ability to love God. (Genesis 2:23)
Man’s Will - His Ability to Choose: Because God has a will to decide what He will do or won’t do, He gave man a will in order to make decisions for himself.  God didn’t make us like the sun and moon which do the same thing every day and have no choice as to whether or not they want to give light and move around the earth.  God made man so he could choose to love and obey God. (Genesis 2:16,17) 
Man was given a mind to hear and understand God’s communication, to think through what God had told him, to learn the true character of God, and to communicate with God in return.  Man was given emotions to respond to God out of love and devotion.  Man was given a will so he could choose to carry out God’s plans.  God didn’t create “robots” but made man who could listen to God, love God, and choose to obey God.
Think about this: what is the physical reason for a year (the earth travels around the sun)? What about the month (the moon around the earth)?  How about the day (the Earth around itself)?  How about the week?  Even though everyone in the world divides time like this, there is no physical reason to do so.  Notice what God did in Genesis 2:1-3.  To establish a pattern for our work week, God chose to use 6 days to do His work.  God did not just create the laws of nature and physical life on the planet, but He also created spiritual laws about how we should live and worship Him.
After God created everything, He said that “it was very good” (Genesis 1:31).  But when we look around at our current world, we do not see that everything is “very good.” Why not? Next week, we will see what happened – why is our current world so broken?
Before we close, I want to leave you with these important thoughts:

Even though evolution is impossible, you might be wondering why people believe it.  I think that the real issue is not what we see through the telescope or microscope, but it is what we hold in our hearts and minds.  The big challenge for mankind is not whether they believe in god, but which god will they choose to follow.  And if they can explain the existence of the universe without God, they can then do whatever they choose without any consequences.  They can be their own gods.  But they are tiny, insignificant gods.
Tonight as you walk out of our apartment and look up at the stars, think about this: If you could travel at the speed of light, you would be able to circle the earth seven times in one second.  It would take you five hours to reach the edge of our solar system.  To go all the way across our Milky Way galaxy would take 100,000 years!  In our universe, there are an estimated 100 billion galaxies.  Why did God create such a giant universe?  He did it for His glory (Psalm 19:1-3 OT896).
But God didn’t just create giant things – He created the tiny things that we can’t even see with our eyes.  And He created you just as you are.  He knows every detail about you: your thoughts, your words, and even your hairs (Matthew 10:29-31 NT18).  And He also created you for His glory.  He is a great and awesome God!
