Lesson 2 – Evil and Death
As we concluded our last lesson, I tried to help you think about the greatness of God.  Look with me at Psalm 96:4-5 (OT977).  When we worship something, we assign a high level of importance to it.  We don’t just worship “gods,” be we also worship money, power, things, and even ourselves.  But in the presence of the true and living God, nothing else is worthy of worship.  He is the One that deserves our worship and glory.

We also ended our last lesson by looking at the final words from Genesis 1:31 “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.”  We also should read the final words of Genesis 2:25 “The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.”  They lived in a perfect world, a world without suffering, pain, or barriers, between themselves, the creation, or God.  Made in the image of God, they enjoyed interacting with Him and sharing in His peace and pleasure.
But when we look at the world today, it is far from perfect. We see evil all around us: disease, abuse, terrorism, death.  And if we’re honest, we sense the evil within us: greed, lying, lust, and rebellion.  What happened?  Satan (we will learn more about him later) knew about the only prohibition God had given to Adam and Eve (Genesis 2:16,17).  Because Satan hates God, he wanted to destroy the man and woman God made.  Therefore, Satan planned to deceive Eve.

Genesis 3:1 - Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’ ?"

At this time, the serpent was a beautiful creature.  Satan spoke to Eve through this beautiful creature, asking a probing question.  Why do you think that Satan would ask this specific question to Eve?  Because it introduced doubt about what God said and whether He truly loved her.  This is the way that temptation comes – looking beautiful and planting seeds of doubt about God, confusing good and evil.
Genesis 3:2-5 “The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’" But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die. "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."

Satan tempts Eve in the same way that he tempts us today – “you can be your own God.”  Even though He made us in His image, He did not make people to live by their own ideas and thoughts – He made us to be guided by His own Word.

Genesis 3:6-8 “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. And she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate.  Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.  They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.

You might be thinking – so what’s the big deal, eating a bite of fruit from a special tree?  It is important to realize that the seriousness of an offense is magnified by the importance of the One who is offended.  While it might be a small matter to offend your friend, it would be a very serious matter to offend the president.  Imagine how serious it is to break the law of the eternal God!  The Bible uses a special word for this: “sin.”  When Adam and Eve ate this fruit, it was the very first sin every committed by humanity.

Notice the three things that Eve thought about the fruit: it looked good, it tasted good, and it made you smart.  These are similar to our temptations today.  What did God say would happen to them if they ate of the tree?  What is death?  It is separation, separation of life from the body.  And in this case, separation of Adam from God (Isaiah 59:2 OT1206).  Because God is holy and righteous, He will not continue in friendship with those who disobey His commands.  Because Adam and Eve disobeyed God, they were cut off from their friendship with God.  Their relationship with God was dead.  They were no longer in oneness with God.  The first sign of separation from God we read about is that they tried to hide from God.

Genesis 3:9-13 “But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, "Where are you?" He said, "I heard the sound of You in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself."  He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?"  The man said, "The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate."  Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent tricked me, and I ate."
Notice the three things that happened when Adam and Eve broke the law of God: fear, shame, and guilt.  They lived in a perfect, peaceful world.  But now, they are afraid, ashamed, and guilty – separated from God, their source of life.  Adam’s action also had an impact on all of creation and all mankind:

(NT 276) Romans 8:20,21 “For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.”

(NT 272) Romans 5:12 “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way, death came to all men because all sinned.”

Do you think God needed to ask them to find out what happened?  He was giving them an opportunity to agree with Him that what He said was truth and that they were wrong in believing Satan.  Even though they had broken God’s law and would now suffer the curse of death, God still loved Adam and Eve.  He killed another animal, shedding its blood, in order to cover their shame with garments of animal skin (Genesis 3:21 OT6).  And although Adam and Eve were thrown out of the garden and separated from God, they were not forgotten.  God had a plan – an amazing plan for bringing people back to Himself for an eternal relationship.
The rest of the book of Genesis tells of the early history of mankind.  Unfortunately, most of this history is like Genesis 3:1-6, stories of how people try to live on their own, ignoring the law and love of God.  In Genesis 6, we find a story of evil, deliverance, and a very important clue about the future.

(OT 9) Genesis 6:5-9
The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time. The Lord regretted that he had made human beings on the earth, and his heart was deeply troubled.  So the Lord said, “I will wipe from the face of the earth the human race I have created—and with them the animals, the birds and the creatures that move along the ground—for I regret that I have made them.” But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. 
Notice that God sees the actions of mankind and the condition of their hearts.  How did God feel about the wickedness on the earth?  Were there any righteous people on the earth?

God tells Noah that He is going to destroy the people on the earth as well as the earth itself.  God tells Noah to make an ark – a huge barge (522 Railroad Boxcars).  God tells him exactly what to do, designing a very stable vessel (Genesis 6:14-16 OT10).  Over the next 100 years, Noah did everything just as God commanded.

God brought the animals to Noah (verse 13-16), and after they were all in the ark, God shut the door.  In verses 11-12, we learn that the water came from above and below the earth for 40 days, covering the mountains to a depth of more than 20 feet (vs. 17-23).  Every person, land animal, and bird that was not inside of the ark died.  The waters flooded the earth for 150 days.

This story is not isolated to the Bible – there are over 270 flood stories like this in cultures all over the earth.  Throughout the Bible, you will see pictures of God showing judgment and mercy (e.g. warning Noah and closing the door).  Here, we see another clue about God’s plan – in the midst of judgment, He provides a place for men to survive.  But the only safe place of survival is the one that He provides.

As we close our study tonight, I want you to understand a very important principle in the Bible:  Sin leads to death (Genesis 2:16,17 OT4).  Romans 5:12 (NT272) reminds us that we inherited a sin nature from Adam.  Sin is not just what we do – it’s who we are.  Because of sin, our life will be separated from our body.  And even more importantly, we are separated from God.

Even though tonight’s lesson began with the words “very good,” it ends on a very sad note: men have been separated from God and are now destined to live in a cursed world of evil and death.  The question is this: is there any hope for mankind?  The answer is yes.  Here are some clues to remember: 
· Even when man was hiding from God, God was calling out to him, giving him an opportunity to return
· God shed the blood of a substitute in order to cover the shame of the man
· When destruction comes, God will provide a place of safety and salvation
Now that you understand the problem of death, it helps you to better understand the message of the Bible.  It is not a book of rules to try and help sinful people get along better with each other.  It is the story of God seeking man.  It is the amazing story of what God will do to restore His relationship with people who turned away from Him.
Also, I always want to remind you of who He is and who we are: Psalm 8:1,3,4 (OT886).
