Lesson 3 – Exodus and 10 Commandments
At the end of our last lesson, we saw the important principle that sin leads to death.  Because we all sinned, we will all die physically and are separated from God.  The book of Genesis tells of the early history of mankind.  Unfortunately, most of this history is like Genesis 3:1-6, stories of how people try to live on their own, ignoring the law and love of God.
In this lesson, we will see how God chose a small nation in the Middle East to provide a permanent solution to this problem.  According to Deuteronomy 7:7 (OT302), God chose this nation because they were not large and powerful.  Otherwise, they would boast about themselves instead of God.

In Genesis 12:1-3 (OT18), we see that God called Abram and chose to bless him.  He started him on a journey to a new land called Canaan, a place where the new nation would reside.  Many years later, at the old age of 100, Abraham gave birth to a son, Isaac (Gen 21:1-5 OT31).  Isaac eventually gave birth to Jacob, who was later named Israel (Gen 32:28 OT56). Jacob gave birth to twelve sons (Gen 35:23-26 OT61), who moved to the land of Egypt during a long period of drought and famine. 

In Exodus 1:6-14 (OT93), we see that Joseph and his generation died, but the Israelite population grew very fast.  A new king (“Pharaoh”) came into power over Egypt who did not show kindness to Joseph’s relatives.  He was afraid that the Israelites may fight against the Egyptians if war broke out.  They then forced the Israelites to become slaves and work hard, treating them badly.  After almost 400 years of slavery in Egypt, God selected a man named “Moses” to help set the people free.  But God told Moses to expect a difficult job, and as expected, Pharaoh was stubborn (Exodus 5:1,2).  Pharaoh did not know the true God and would not let Israel go.
Instead of worshiping the true God, the Egyptians worshiped the things that God had made (the Nile River, animals, the sun, Pharaoh, etc.).  God planned to show the Egyptians (and the entire world) that He alone is the true and living God with power over the whole earth (Exodus 12:12).
In Exodus 7:14-10:29 we see that the Lord sends 9 plagues (troubles) upon the Egyptian nation. One after another, these plagues destroyed the mighty nation of Egypt.  Even though Pharaoh’s advisors encouraged him to let the people go, his proud, hard heart refused (Exodus 10:7 OT108).  But God knew that, after the final plague, Pharaoh would release the Israelites.

In Exodus 12:5-7 we see that God told the people to take their best, one year old sheep or goat, and watch over it for two weeks.  On the 14th day of the month, all of the Israelites were to kill their animal in the evening and put some of the blood on the sides and tops of the door-frames of the houses.  That night, God would pass through the land of Egypt and kill every first-born child.  But if someone had painted the blood on the door-frame, the children in that house would not die (Exodus 12:12,13).  There was only one way to escape death: the blood of a lamb on the doorposts (Clue#1).  And that’s what happened (Exodus 12:29-32).  
When the Israelites first went to Egypt, there were only 70 of them.  Now, 430 years later, there were about 2.5 million Israelites.  God took the people of Israel on a journey across the desert, leading them to “The Promised Land,” their own country (Exodus 13:22,22).  
When God rescued the Israelite people from slavery in Egypt, He showed them His mighty power and his great love.  But after 45 days walking through the desert, the people quickly forgot God’s love and power.  They became hungry and started to complain, wishing that they had never left Egypt (Exodus 16:2,3 OT119).  So God sent bread from heaven each day to meet their needs (vs.4,5), which the people called “manna” (vs.31).  Throughout their journey, God fed the people with manna.  (Clue#2)
Even though God had been directing the steps of the people, they had not yet had a personal experience with Him.  After three months of walking, that was about to change.  God took the people to a special mountain (“Sinai”), a mountain that was smoking and quaking with the presence of God (Exodus 19:16-19 OT124).  How did the people respond to this display of power from God?  The lightning, fire, thick cloud, and earthquake were to show the Israelites that God is almighty and a God of wrath who hates and punishes all sin. 

Here is an important reality: we are much worse than we think.  To help the people see this, God gave them (and us) a sample of the “entrance exam” for heaven.  They were about to stand before the mirror of God’s Word and see their guilt, “written on their faces.”  He starts by proclaiming His authority over them (and all mankind) in Exodus 20:1,2 (OT125).
The First Commandment – "You shall have no other gods before Me (verse 3).  God begins with the first commandment broken by men – in the garden, they abandoned Him and sought to be their own God.  Ever since, we have all tried to take the place of God, determining our own purpose for life, defining our own rules of right/wrong, and trying to save ourselves by fulfilling our own dreams.  Is there anyone who has kept this command, always recognizing that the true God is Lord of all (including us)?

The Second Commandment - "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water below.  You shall not bow down to them or worship them,” (verses 4-6).  The word “worship” comes from two words: “worth” and “ship.” We worship something when we assign a very high level of “worth” to it.  Here is a fact of life: we all worship something, we all worship “smaller gods.” Here is the test – is there anything or anyone that is more important to me than God?  Have I taken “good” things like career, material possessions, and family, and turned them into “ultimate” things, seeking significance, security, safety and fulfillment in them? If you look carefully, you will find that our objects of worship are based on our greatest fears. If we fear failure, we worship success. If we fear loneliness, we worship relationships. If we fear poverty, we worship money. Truthfully, most of us have made a false “mental image” of God, a small, weak creature unworthy of fear.
The Third Commandment - "You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses His name. (v.7). Although this includes saying the name of God as a curse (e.g. “OMG”), it goes much further.  Look at the words of the Israelites in Numbers 21:4,5 (OT257). God is our creator and provider, and when we complain against Him, we are speaking falsely about His great name.  Each commandment also has a positive expectation, because when we do not speak His name with thanksgiving (Colossians 3:17 NT355), we break this command as well (even in our heart).

The Fourth Commandment - "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.  Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it you shall do no work … For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it (verses 8-11). In our busy world, do we regularly set aside a significant amount of time to regularly seek and worship God?  God made us and knows what’s best, so he gave us this structure for blessing and freedom.  Yet, we spend our time working hard and burning out in pursuit of things that quickly fade away.

The Fifth Commandment - "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the LORD your God is giving you (verse 12).  Not just obey – honor them. Have you ever complained against your parents?
The Sixth Commandment - "You shall not murder (verse 13).  Maybe Moses shook when he heard this one (he was a murderer).  You might be thinking, “Finally, here is one that I haven’t broken!” But Jesus reminds us of something important – God knows and cares about what is in your heart.  It’s not just our actions: we have all been angry and broken this command (Matthew 5:22 NT8).
The Seventh Commandment - "You shall not commit adultery (verse 14).  God created sex for a wonderful purpose (in the context of marriage).  It is a holy and beautiful thing, but we have turned it into an unholy way to satisfy our physical and mental lust (Matt 5:28).
The Eighth Commandment - "You shall not steal (verse 15).  We are all thieves, starting from when we were small children taking toys from other children.  We grow up and take bigger things, physical and virtual.  We download pirated software and music, we steal time from others, and we copy the work of others and claim credit for ourselves.  Why do we steal? Because we do not trust and believe God’s promise that He will provide for our needs (like the Israelites).
The Ninth Commandment - "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor (verse 16).  God hates lying (Revelation 22:15 NT461). Whenever we lie, it reminds us who we are – children of “the father of lies” – Satan (John 8:44 NT179).

The Tenth Commandment - "You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor’s (verse 17)."  Have you ever said something like this: “If only I had ______, I would be more successful and satisfied.” When we strongly desire something that someone else has and are not satisfied with what God has given to us, we are basically showing that we do not trust Him.  Our biggest problem is not only our bad behavior – it is our bad belief.
When we break the laws of China, the Chinese government has the authority to punish us. They don’t ask us if we like the law or approve of it – we are not given that privilege. Similarly, when we break the laws of God, He has the authority to punish us.  The response of the people showed that they understood the seriousness of their problem (Exodus 20:18-20).  

When think through these commandments, it’s very clear that we have all broken His laws, either by doing the wrong things that God tells us to avoid, or when we fail to do the right things that He requires. Remember this very important principle: when we break God’s laws, we are guilty and deserve His punishment.
As the people left the mountain and continued their journey, you would expect them to trust and obey God.  But this is a true story, and people quickly go back to their old ways.  There are many important stories in the Bible about this journey, but we only have time to look at one (Numbers 21 OT257). 
The journey gets long and people get impatient, so they start to grumble against Moses and God (vs. 4,5).  God punishes the people by sending poisonous snakes, snakes that bite and kill people (vs.6,7).  So the people confessed their sin, asking for God to take away the snakes.  But instead of taking the snakes away, God asks Moses to do something that seems strange: make a bronze snake, put it on top of a pole, and lift it up (vs.8,9).  If a person was bitten by a snake, there was only one way that they could survive – they must look at the bronze snake on the pole.  If they did this, God would forgive their sin and allow them to live. (Clue#3)
In our previous study, we learned about a huge problem that every person on the earth must face: Sin leads to death (Genesis 2:16,17 OT4).  Because of sin, our life will be separated from our body.  And even more importantly, we are separated from God.

Tonight, you learned about the second big problem:  Breaking the law leads to punishment (Exodus 20:1-20 OT125).  We are all guilty of breaking all of God’s laws.  Man-made religions tell us to work hard doing good things, hoping to balance our sin.  But the fact remains: we stand guilty before God, the perfect (Romans 3:19,20 NT269).
These two problems represent the “bad news” in the Bible.  Regardless of what people may want to believe, these problems will not go away if we ignore them and they cannot be overcome by human effort.  We have only one hope: God must do something to save us, something amazing and powerful.  In tonight’s lesson, I want you to remember three clues that point us to what He will do:
1. When people were dying during the final plague in Egypt, God provided a solution: kill a lamb and paint his blood on the doorframes of your house.

2. When the people complained of hunger in the desert, God sent them bread from heaven.
3. When people were dying of snakebites, God told the people to look at the bronze one lifted up on a pole.  If they trusted God and looked up, they would live.

And in our next study, we will see His solution to these big problems. 
