John 4  -  The Story of the “Bad Samaritan”
October 20th, 2017
Before we jump into John 4 tonight, I would like to go back to the first half of John 3 and peek into the life of a man named Nicodemus.  {review the verses and fill in the 10 row table below}
	Nicodemus
	

	Came alone v.2
	

	In dark of night v.2
	

	Seeking satisfaction with physical things v.1
	

	Amazed at what Jesus did v.2
	

	Looking for answers from Christ v.2
	

	Confused about physical / spiritual birth v.4,5
	

	Highly respected v.1
	

	Outwardly moral v.1
	

	Found his good works didn’t earn heaven v.3
	

	Believed in Jesus  John 19:38-40
	


Maybe you have a hard time relating to Nicodemus.  He’s a very religious man, experienced with the Old Testament, wealthy and highly respected.  Maybe you’re at the other end of the line – not very religious, respected, or knowledgeable.  If so, today’s story might just be for you.
John 4:1-3 (NT166)  After teaching in Jerusalem, Jesus went into the nearby countryside of Judea.  As people came and listened to His teaching, His disciples were baptizing people, reminding them of their sin and their need to be forgiven.  So many people were coming that it attracted the attention of the Jewish leaders.  Jesus didn’t want to cause trouble, so He decided it was time to travel to Galilee.
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Galilee was north of Judea, and to get there, you had to either go through or around the region of Samaria.  The Jewish people hated the Samaritans.  A little history lesson:  700 years earlier, the nation of Assyria conquered this part of Israel, taking most of the people away as captives.  The ones who were left disobeyed God by marrying non-Jewish people from nearby.  Because the “pure Jewish” people were angry at them, they stopped traveling to Jerusalem to worship and established their own place of worship at Mount Gerizim.  This made the Jewish people hate the Samaritans even more.

John 4:4  Because of this, many Jewish people would not even travel through the land of Samaria – they would rather travel farther and go around it.  But Jesus had a “divine appointment” in Samaria, so He chose to go through the middle.

John 4:5,6  As we have already seen, Jesus is God.  But He is also a man, and as a man, He gets physically tired like us.  Looking at Hebrews 4:15 (NT387), we see that because Jesus walked on the earth as a man, He can understand every problem that we face.  He comes to a very special well, one that belonged to the very first Israelite – Jacob.  It is still there today, so you can see it if you ever go to Israel.  Jesus sat down by the well at noon.

John 4:7  A woman came to the well and Jesus talked with her.  You may not know this, but these two things are both very strange.  First, in those days, women always traveled together for safety.  And they would always come to get water in the morning or evening – not in the middle of the day.  Clearly, there was something different about this woman {start to fill in the table with Came alone and in heat of the day}.  Second, a man would never talk to an unfamiliar woman.  And especially, a Jewish man would never talk to a Samaritan woman (verse 9).  The fact that Jesus spoke to an outcast Samaritan woman is a powerful picture of His love and compassion.
John 4:10  Just like Jesus used the physical example of being born with Nicodemus, He uses the physical example of thirst and water to teach this woman.  But like Nicodemus, she is confused…

John 4:11-15  She continues to focus on the physical, unaware that her greater need is spiritual, she was confused about physical vs. spiritual water.  So Jesus is about to make her aware of her greatest need…
John 4:16-18  Ouch!  Jesus makes it very clear that He knows all about her sinful history.  In fact, it’s very obvious that this woman has been seeking satisfaction with physical things, but she soon discovered that they do not bring the kind of satisfaction she really desired.  And now we know why she came to the well in the middle of the day: she was Outwardly immoral, had Zero respect and was socially outcast.  Caught in the midst of her sin, she tries to change the subject…

John 4:19,20  Knowing that Jesus is a Jew, she points away from her own personal sin and towards the greatest point of disagreement between Samaritans and Jews – where to worship.  But Jesus is ready for the distraction, and draws her back in…
John 4:21-24  Worship is very important.  In fact, it is one of the most important things that we can think about – the Father seeks true worshippers.  But now that Jesus has come to earth, the location of worship isn’t important – what matters is how a person worships.  Many people only worship with external activities while there heart is far away from God (Isaiah 29:13 OT1154).  True worship is based on truth and comes from deep within the heart of a person, involving their spirit as well as their mind.

 John 4:25  By now, the woman is wondering who this “prophet” might be.  In the midst of her confused life, she was looking for answers from Christ, expecting Him to explain everything.
John 4:26  Who is Jesus?  Here, He makes it very clear: “I am (He).”  Among the “pure” Jews, He did not often make such a clear statement about the fact that He was the Messiah.  But here, in the presence of a socially outcast, immoral Samaritan, He makes His identity plain and clear.

John 4:28-30  Maybe, for the first time in her life, she discovers that her bad works didn’t prevent her from entering heaven.  Surprised by radical grace, the woman is amazed at what Jesus did, leaves her water jar, and goes back to town to tell everyone about Him.  She becomes one of the very first Christian missionaries – one who goes out to proclaim the gospel to others.
John 4:31-33  His disciples return from town with lunch and encouraging Jesus to eat something.  But He tells them that He has some great “food to eat”, food that they don’t understand.  Like Nicodemus and the woman, they are totally focused on the physical aspects of life and miss his important, spiritual message.
John 4:34,35  If you are a Christian, Jesus is saying something very important in this verse.  Just like Nicodemus and the woman, we get too focused on the physical.  Instead, our “favorite food” should be to know and do the work that God has given to us.  When He gives you a job to do, do not wait.  The people of the town now come to meet them and see if the woman’s claims are true.  Like a harvest waiting to be reaped, Jesus is giving the disciples the job of picking the ripe fruit.

John 4:39-42  The key word in the Gospel of John is believe.  The Jewish people should have been ready to receive Jesus and believe, but their pride kept them away.  But here, in this land of outcasts and rejects, many people believe because of the testimony of the woman and the teaching of Jesus.  They come to know and accept the truth about Jesus – “He really is the Savior of the world.”

John 4:43-45,48  Jesus departs from Samaria, travels to Galilee and is welcomed by the people.  But their welcome is different from the one given by the Samaritans – it is the welcome of curiosity seekers, people who are hoping to see some more miracles.
John 4:46,47  In the midst of the curious people is a desperate man, a man whose son was close to death.  He walks 20 km to find Jesus and begs him to come and heal his son.  Although this man was a royal official, all of his money and power could not save the life of the son that he loved.
John 4:49-53  Once again, Jesus shows power that can only come from God.  He does a “long distance healing,” simply speaking the words and healing the official’s son.  In the presence of such powerful evidence, and with his son rescued from death, the official believes.
Tonight as we close, I want you to notice the answer: believe in Jesus.  It doesn’t matter if you are religiously obedient, an immoral outcast, or a powerful official.  Everyone has the same need.  There is only one way to enter the kingdom of heaven – belief in Jesus.  I urge you not to be like the curiosity seekers, just looking for entertainment.  Be like Nicodemus, or like the woman at the well, or like this royal official: believe!
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