John 7 – Truth and Timing
We’ve been studying through the Gospel of John, and we now come to chapter 7.  Look with me at John 7:1 (NT174).  This passage occurs about six months after the feeding of 5000 in the previous chapter.  Knowing the exact timetable for His death and resurrection, Jesus stayed away from the Jews in Jerusalem who were seeking to kill Him immediately.  With that in mind, listen to the words of His unbelieving brothers in verses 2-5.  

The feast of Tabernacles was one of the three main feasts that all Jewish males were required to attend (Deut. 16:16).  Jesus’ brothers challenged Him to perform His miracles openly, on the grand stage that Jerusalem would provide during the Feast of Tabernacles.  They were probably expecting Jesus to be a political Messiah, like the crowd Jesus fed (6:14-15). Thus, in their minds, the acid test of Jesus’ messiahship would be at Jerusalem (the political center of Israel), and not in Galilee.

These were the same brothers, who, earlier in His ministry, their unbelief had led them to think He had lost His mind (Mark 3:20,21 NT66).  Sometimes, we are just like these guys, thinking that we need to tell God what to do (and when to do it).  And sadly, when God doesn’t do things exactly the way that we’d like, we often choose the same thing that Jesus’ brothers did – to not believe in Him.
But Jesus has news for them in John 7:6,8 – His timetable is not the same as theirs.  The prophets had defined the exact time of Jesus’ death, and that time was still six months away.  If He had traveled with his brothers, it would have probably been a large caravan of people.  This kind of public journey would have risked another attempt to make Him king by force (as in 6:14-15), or perhaps have triggered a premature triumphal entry.

He was not saying that He would not attend the feast at all, but that He would not go with his brothers in the manner they expected (verses 10-11).  Meanwhile, the events in Jerusalem confirmed the wisdom of the Lord’s caution. John notes that the Jews were seeking Him at the feast and were saying, “Where is He?”

In Jerusalem (verses 12-13), the people had two opinions about Jesus.  Some said that “He is a good man,” while others were saying, “No, He deceives the people.” Actually, both views of Jesus were incorrect. He was not merely a good man, since good men do not claim to be God.  Notice that the people “whispered.”  They were careful to guard their words, until they knew what the official response to Jesus would be.  When making a decision about Jesus, be careful about this risk – don’t wait for someone else to decide for you!

Remember back in John 6:66-69 (NT174), many people walked away from Jesus because He didn’t say or do what they expected.  But Peter made a bold statement: “We believe and know that You are the Holy One of God.”  As we study this passage, I want you to imagine that you are in this crowd, trying to make a decision about Jesus.  Consider the following reasons to believe that His claims are true – that Jesus really is the Savior.
His Knowledge (verses 14-15).  Jesus was speaking to the most brilliant scholars of the day in the center of Jewish education.  But this was not the first time that scholars were amazed at His knowledge.  When He was 12 years old, He also stood in the temple and surprised those who listened to Him (Luke 2:46-47 NT104).  The people who heard Him speak “the Sermon on the Mount” had the same reaction (Matthew 7:28-29 NT13), as did those in His hometown of Nazareth (Matthew 13:54 NT26).  Also, listen to the temple police sent to arrest Him in verses 45-46.

His Confidence (verses 16-17).  Jesus makes a very bold claim – He and His teaching come directly from God.  While crazy people might claim to have a message from God, people who speak with clarity, boldness, and power are different.  Jesus also makes another very bold claim: when a person chooses to believe the message from God, they will discover that the message is true and from God.  
This promise is a reverse of what we often think.  We usually assume that, when we get enough data, we will draw the right conclusions about a matter.  But Jesus has a different statement:  the truth about God is not discovered by a brilliant mind examining data – it is revealed to a believing heart by a gracious God. You will seek Me and find Me,” God said through the prophet Jeremiah, “when you search for Me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13 OT1276).  Throughout the Bible, you will see this consistent principle: a step of faith must come before God reveals Himself.
His Selflessness (verse 18).  There are at least two characteristics of every false teacher and would-be messiah. First, he speaks from himself; that is, on his own authority.  And second, he seeks his own glory, not God’s. False prophets invariably proclaim their own ideas to attract followers and secure personal gain.

But Jesus did none of this.  He did not come to make money from people.  He had no house (Luke 9:58 NT124) and only one set of clothing at His death.  Even though people tried to make Him king by force, He did not seek personal gain – He came to die for the people (Philippians 2:6-8 NT348).  As the promised Savior, He came exactly as the prophets said – to die for our sins (Isaiah 53:8,9 OT1198).
The Law of Moses was made to reveal sin, not to save.  But they were so far from understanding the Law’s purpose that they rejected the only One who could deliver them from the Law’s condemnation and sought to kill Him (verses 19-20).  The crowd showed the accuracy of Jesus’ statement by accusing Jesus of being demon possessed.  Basically, they are saying He was foolish to accuse anyone of trying to kill Him.  But advance the story 6 months and listen to their words in Mark 15:12-14 (NT94).
His Control of The Time (verse 30).  As we’ve already seen in the book of John, Jesus knew that exact time that He would be crucified and would rise again.  And even though there is a huge crowd of powerful leaders, He prevents them from taking Him.  Even the armed guards are powerless before Jesus (verses 45-46).  Jesus clearly managed every event for the exact time of His death (John 13:1 NT189).
His Signs (verse 31). Jesus amazed people with His supernatural power, proving that He was God.  And faced with the reality of His miracles, some put their faith in Him.  The Jewish leaders could not deny the reality of His miracles: people ate the food He made and they saw the man walk at the pool of Bethesda (5:2-9).  But instead of responding to it with belief, the Jewish authorities reacted by plotting to kill Jesus (5:16, 18). John 12:37 records the tragic truth that “though He had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not believing in Him.”

Fulfilled Prophecy (verses 41-44).  Sadly, some people assumed that Jesus was born and raised in Nazareth.  But if they had done a little research, they would’ve found that He perfectly fulfilled the prophecy from Micah 5:2 and was born in Bethlehem (Luke 2:4-7 NT102).
The prophet Hosea lamented, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge” (Hosea 4:6 OT1459), while Paul wrote that “they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowledge” (Romans 10:2 NT280).  Before doing any research about Jesus, the Jewish leaders had already made their mind up about Jesus – He was not the Savior of their expectations. 
What to do with Jesus?

But there was one Pharisee with an open mind: Nicodemus. He was perhaps the preeminent teacher in all of Israel (John 3:10) was the most notable exception. He was probably not a disciple of Jesus at this point (though he would later become one; [19:39]), but his mind was open to the Lord’s claims.
On the last day, the great day of the feast of Tabernacles, the priests would take water and pour it out in the temple to remind the people of the water provided by God in the wilderness.  On this day, Jesus stands up and reminds the people that this was a picture of Him.
In verse 37, three key words summarize Jesus’ gospel invitation. First, the thirsty ones are those who recognize their spiritual thirst (cf. Isa. 55:1; Matt. 5:6). Next, if they are to find relief, such individuals must come to Jesus, the only source of living water. And then, the critical third step and drink; that is, appropriate Him by faith.

And if you are a Christian, your life is not meant to be a stagnant pool of water.  You are designed to be a channel of water (verse 38) through whom living water will flow to others.
Do not miss this amazing invitation. “Seek the Lord while He may be found; call upon Him while He is near” (Isa. 55:6), Jesus warned His opponents not to delay conversion until it is too late (verses 33-34). As Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “Behold, now is ‘the acceptable time,’ behold, now is ‘the day of salvation’” (2 Cor. 6:2).

