John 8 – The Light in a Dark World

[Although the first part of this chapter might be misplaced, it is clearly an authentic part of truth about Jesus.  The earliest manuscripts maintain continuity between 7:52 and 8:12, appearing to have occurred during the same feast.  It also uses the term “Scribes and Pharisees,” not used elsewhere in the gospel of John.]
Starting with John 7:53 – 8:1, we see something interesting about Jesus.  While everyone else went to his own home, Jesus went to the Mount of Olives to spend the night. The fact that Jesus, the Creator of all things, had no place of His own to stay gives us a deeper appreciation for the humility of Jesus’ incarnation (Matthew 8:19,20).
As a reminder, the Pharisees were the strongest group of religious leaders when Jesus came to Earth.  They were well known for their careful external obedience to the Old Testament Law and their own traditions.  They were very jealous of Jesus, often arguing with Him and trying to get Him into trouble with the Romans.  In verses 2-5, we see them come to Jesus with a sinful woman.

The Old Testament political law was clear: Leviticus 20:10 prescribes the death penalty for those who commit adultery. And it’s true – sex outside of marriage is a destructive thing.  Sex was created by God as a special bond of unity between a husband and wife (like tape on your skin).  When people have sex outside of marriage, it is like peeling the tape off and re-attaching it – piece by piece, it loses its stickiness to bond us with our spouse.
From a purely legal standpoint in a Jewish theocracy, these men were correct in saying that the woman deserved to die.  But if they had caught the woman in the act of adultery, where was the man?  And if they really wanted justice, why bring the woman to Jesus at all? Why not try her in their own courts, where such cases would normally be heard?  The Pharisees’ motive was obvious: they were merely using the woman in an attempt to trap Jesus (verse 6).
If He objected to stoning her, He would be guilty of opposing the Mosaic Law.  But if He agreed with her accusers that she should be stoned, His reputation for compassion toward sinners would be destroyed.  But the actual challenge was even greater: how could a perfect, holy God forgive sinful people without violating His holy law?  As we’ve seen, the only possible answer is through the ultimate sacrificial death of Jesus.  Jesus accomplished what the law could not (Romans 8:3,4).

The Lord’s reply was simple, yet profound (verse 7).  It upheld the Law, since He did not deny the woman’s guilt, and also exposed the sins of her accusers.  And it mercifully spared the woman from being stoned for her sin.  We do not know what Jesus wrote on the ground with his finger (verses 8-10), but it is interesting that the men left one-by-one, starting with the oldest.  It may be that Jesus was writing the sins of the woman’s accusers.  But sadly, they didn’t repent and turn to Jesus – they hardened their hearts and turned away from Him, not even open to gospel forgiveness.
In verse 11, Jesus uses His divine power to forgive sin (Mark 2:5).  But notice that Jesus did not excuse her sin – He forgave and instructed her to leave her sinful life behind.  Following Jesus always requires the transformation of life, the turning away from sin.
In verse 12, Jesus makes the 2nd of his 7 “I am” statements in this section of the gospel of John.  We live in a dark world, a world filled with sinful darkness.  By claiming to be the Light of the world Jesus was clearly claiming to be God (Psalm 27:1).  Jesus Christ alone brings the light of salvation to a sin-cursed world:

· To the darkness of falsehood He is the light of truth; 
· To the darkness of ignorance He is the light of wisdom;
· To the darkness of sin He is the light of holiness;
· To the darkness of sorrow He is the light of joy;
· To the darkness of death He is the light of life.
The one who follows Jesus will not walk in the darkness of sinful flesh, the world, and Satan, but will have the Light that produces spiritual life.  Following Christ is not burdensome, as walking in the light illustrates. It is far easier than stumbling around in the dark (Jeremiah 13:16).
The Pharisees’ respond with a legal technicality from Deuteronomy 19:15.  Their stubborn attitude shows the darkness of unbelief – it is never convinced no matter how strong the evidence. Jesus performed miracles unparalleled in human history but they would still not believe (John 12:37). 
The Pharisees enjoyed their power in judging the people.  They challenged the authority of Jesus, and He contrasted His judgment with theirs (verses 15-16).  At His first coming, Jesus did not come to judge sinful people – He came to save them (John 3:17).  This is a good thing, because (like the woman caught in adultery) all of us would’ve quickly been condemned.  But a time is coming when Jesus will judge…
In verse 21 Jesus had warned the self-righteous religious leaders that their unwillingness to believe in Him meant they would die in their sins. They were unforgiven, unredeemed, and unprepared to meet God.  But they assumed their self-righteous actions would bring them into heaven.  With that in mind (verse 22), the Jews mockingly suggested that Jesus must be speaking of killing Himself, in which case He would go to hell.
But He would not die by His own hand, but rather at the hands of those very men who now mocked Him (Acts 2:23). And the place to which He was referring—where He would go but they could not follow—was not hell, but heaven.  

Self-righteousness is a deadly deception, and utterly contrary to genuine salvation (Romans 10:1-4 NT280).  Our problem is this – we tend to think that we are better than we really are.  Proverbs 16:2 (OT1053) reminds us that God looks deeper than our outward actions.  Never allow yourself to be “confident of your own righteousness” (Luke 18:9-14 NT143).
In verse 24, Jesus makes a very clear statement about the dividing line between heaven and hell —unbelief. Repeating His warning from verse 21, Jesus declared that those who reject Him will die in their sins because they refuse to believe in the only Savior.  In verse 25, the Jews continue to display their unbelief by asking “Who are You?”.  Such was the deceptive power of their willful unbelief. They had no ears to hear.
In verse 28, Jesus reverses their claim in verse 22, telling them that they will be His executioners.  And at the point of His death and resurrection, it will be clear (to anyone with a seeking heart) that He is the Savior.  And His promise comes true – look at Acts 2:36-37, 41.  On the day of Pentecost alone, about 3,000 Jews would come to receive Him as the Messiah.

Verses 31-32 demonstrate an important reality of saving faith.  There are several types of belief:
· Knowledge – hearing and understanding the facts in our head

· Agreement – accepting that the facts are true

· Trust – taking action: turning away from the world and following Jesus
Jesus is reminding the people that, it is not enough to just know about Him or agree that His claims are true – they must take a step of faith and follow Him.  When we put our faith in Jesus, He opens our eyes and give us a deeper knowledge of the truth.  It is dangerous to stop short of trusting Him – continual investigation without commitment will leave you in a bad place (2 Timothy 3:7).  We have already seen some examples of people who stopped short of true faith (John 2:23-25; 6:14-15,66).
The reality of believing in Jesus, obeying His Word, and knowing the truth brings spiritual freedom, including freedom from: Satan (1 John 5:18), condemnation (Rom. 8:1), judgment (John 3:18), spiritual ignorance (8:12), spiritual death (8:51), and, most significantly in this context (v. 34), sin (Rom. 6:18, 22).  Despite their proud, self-righteous words of freedom, the Jews were in reality slaves to sin (2 Peter 2:19).
In verse 44, Jesus reminds us of two evils from Satan: murder and lying.  He was, Jesus said, a murderer from the beginning. The reference is to the fall, when Satan’s temptation of Adam and Eve brought about their spiritual death and that of the entire human race (Gen. 2:17).  Satan is not only a murderer, but also a liar.  His convincing lie to Eve, “You surely will not die!” (Gen. 3:4) led to the spiritual ruin of the human race. To this day he continues to deceive people, cleverly disguising himself as an angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:14).  How does God feel about lying?
At the end of their dialogue, Jesus makes a powerful claim in verse 58: “before Abraham was born, I am.” This was nothing less than a claim to full deity. The Lord once again took for Himself the sacred name of God. Obviously, as the eternal God, He existed before Abraham’s time. Notice that Jesus doesn’t say “I was.”  By saying “I am,” Jesus conveyed not only the idea of existence prior to Abraham, but timelessness—the very nature of God himself (Exod. 3:14).
As on that day 2000 years ago, it is still true today.  There are only two possible responses to Jesus’ claims. One is to accept them as true, and bow before Him in humble, repentant faith, confessing Him as Savior and Lord. The other response, illustrated by Jesus’ opponents in this passage, is that of hardened, bitter rejection. The tragic, fearful result of that response will be eternal separation from the God who made you, who loves you, and who sacrificed His life for you.  Please respond wisely to Jesus – don’t “die in your sins” (8:24).
This chapter starts and ends with an attempted stoning…

