Loving One Another
John 13
In our last study, I challenged you to think about the meaning of life – why did God create you?  We did a quick Bible study to show that we were created to know and worship God.  Not because He needs it, but because we need it.  God knows that our greatest joy can only be found in knowing and praising Him, since He is the most wonderful of all. Everything that we do should focus on the praise and glory of God (1 Peter 4:11 NT414). 
Usually, the final words of a person are important.  As we begin to study John 13, remember that Jesus spoke these words on the night before He was crucified.  Chapters 13-16 are filled with the teaching and the promises of Jesus, not just for His disciples, but also for us (John 17:20 NT197).  Tonight as we study John 13, I want to start by looking at some verses near the end, then move back to the beginning.
In verse 30, we see Judas leave the dinner and go to meet the chief priests, bringing them to the garden to catch Jesus and take Him away for trial and crucifixion.  When Judas leaves the room, Jesus speaks directly to his remaining true 11 disciples.
In verses 31-32, we are reminded of the glory of Jesus and the Father.  He makes it clear: “Now is the Son of Man glorified…”.  What is happening now?  It is time for the crucifixion – the amazing time when the Holy Son of God would take all of the sin of the world upon his own body.  This painful act of humility is also an amazing act of glory (Acts 3:13-15 NT212).  Look at heavenly scene described in Revelation 5:11-12 (NT439) and think about this: why were all of the angels worshiping Jesus?  Because “He was slain.”

Just like the angels in heaven, true Christians have a passion for the glory of God (Philippians 3:3 NT349).  In His final words, Jesus reminds of the central importance of His glory.  Jesus speaks tenderly to His disciples, using the expression “Little children,” helping them to remain strong in their faith when He is separated from them by His death (verse 33).

Jesus then gives them “a new commandment” – love one another (verses 34-35).   Here is the way to identify a genuine Christian: does he love others in the same way that Jesus loved us?  The true test of a real Christian is internal – it is the reality of a transformed heart.  
In Ezekiel 36:25-26 (OT1405), God makes it clear that He is the only One who can take out our old, cold heart and give us a new, clean heart.  People can go to church, get baptized, do good works, and use religious language, but God is the only One who can transform our hearts and give us true love for others.  True love comes out of a humbled heart, in view of the amazing love of God. We love because He first loved us (1 John 4:7-10 NT425).

In Leviticus 19:18 (OT196), God gives the people a clear commandment to love their neighbors.  So why is this “a new commandment”?  Because the people of Israel never obeyed it the first time.  They isolated themselves from their neighbors and considered others to be dirty.  Also, Jesus’ disciples were often more concerned about themselves and their position than they were about the welfare of others.  

It might surprise you to know what Jesus’ disciples were doing at this time.  Turn to the parallel passage in Luke 22:24-26 (NT152).  During this last day of Jesus’ life on earth, He is looking at the 11 men He has been training for 3 years.  What does He see?  A proud, self-absorbed group of guys with their eyes on themselves instead of others.  He has been training these men to lead the church after He departs, but they still are not ready.
Turn back to the beginning of John 13 on page NT189.  It is interesting to see the focus of Jesus’ attention in verse 1: “He loved His own.”  This is not the kind of love that is trading one favor for another (关系 / guānxi) – it is a selfless love that gives without regard for personal benefit.  This “true love” is built upon genuine humility, and there is no greater expression of humility than Jesus.  He went from the very highest position in the universe to the very lowest place (Philippians 2:6-8 NT348).
Jesus knows the heart of every man, and He is completely aware of the sinful plan in the heart of Judas (verse 2).  As you look around the room, it is filled with ugliness – the disciples are arguing about who is the greatest and Judas is preparing to betray Jesus.  In the midst of this situation, Jesus is about to teach a lesson about love.
In those days, people walked dusty roads with sandals or bare-feet.  When they entered a house, the lowest slave would wash their dirty feet.  But when you’re arguing about “who is the greatest,” no one is willing to get down and wash feet.  So Jesus, the King of Kings, does the unthinkable in verses 3-5.  
Just like we saw in the passage above (Philippians 2:6-8), Jesus stepped out of the highest position, put aside His outer robe, and got down into the position of a slave.  It is hard to image the shock and embarrassment of the disciples.  They must have sat in silence as their Lord and teacher washed their dirty feet and wiped them with the towel around His waist.
As Jesus kneels before Simon Peter, Peter speaks out with a mixture of surprise and command (verses 6-8).  He begins by calling Jesus “Lord,” but then proceeds to tell Him what to do (these two ideas do not mix – calling someone Lord while giving Him a command).   Jesus tells Peter that He must be washed if he wants to be with Him.  The fact is, Jesus is the only One who can wash away the sins of anyone (Acts 4:12 NT213).

Peter is a bit confused, so He asks Jesus for a bath (verse 9).  Jesus responds with an important truth – In order to be a true Christian, each person must be completely washed one time (verse 10).  But not everyone in the room was a clean Christian (verse 11) – one of them looked clean on the outside, but was still unclean on the inside (Judas).

But as we walk daily in this dirty, broken world, we need to take time every day to “wash our feet.”  What does He mean by this?  Look at 1 John 1:8-10 (NT421).  Although a real Christian has been completely forgiven of all sin, we need to take some time every day to examine our hearts and our actions (Psalm 139:23,24 OT1020).  In order to maintain a pure heart and a close walk with God, we need to ask Him for daily cleansing.
When Jesus finishes washing the feet of His disciples, He returns to His place and reminds them of His true identity (verses 12-13).  Although He bent down in humility to wash their feet, He wants them to remember that He is their Lord and Master.  And now comes the application – do to each other (and your churches) as I have done (verses 14-17). 
In our culture, it is easy for a church leader to act like a big, powerful boss, commanding the people to do whatever he says.  But in this passage, Jesus teaches by example, not simply by lecture.  And it took some time, but I think Peter actually understood.  Look into his future and see how he instructs other church leaders (1 Peter 5:1-4 NT414).
