Judas: an example of the danger of rejecting Jesus
John 13:18-30

In our last lesson, we saw the love of Jesus for His disciples.  In John 13:1 (NT189), we saw that Jesus was ready to die and return to heaven, so He took this opportunity to wash the feet of the 12 apostles.  Among the 12 men gathered in the room was Judas, the one who had already made a plan to betray Jesus.
In Matthew 26:14-16 (NT52), we see Judas had not only plotted to betray Jesus, he already had the money in his pocket.  So when Jesus washed the feet of Judas, He did so, fully aware that the traitor was looking for an opportunity to hand him over to the religious leaders.  Remember this – Jesus was not a victim of this crime since He could easily have accused Judas of this betrayal and stopped the evil plan.  But this was clearly foretold long ago in Zechariah 11:12,13 (OT1543).  Before this night was over, Judas would do exactly as predicted (Matthew 27:3-7 NT56). 
You might wonder how anyone could turn against Jesus, especially when they live with Him every day for three years.  But people do this every day – they see the truth of His wonderful love, but choose to hold on to the things that they love more.  Perhaps Judas initially chose to follow Jesus because He was powerful, hoping to get some personal benefits from their relationship.  But the more he learned about Jesus, the more he realized that this relationship would bring suffering and death, not fame and fortune.
Look back to John 12:4-6 (NT187).  What does it say about Judas?  Think about how the love of money can affect a person.  Look at Matthew 6:24 (NT11) and 1 Timothy 6:9,10 (NT371).  When you look at Judas, remind yourself of the dangers of money – it can take your heart away from God and lead you to ruin and destruction.  Don’t ever think that Judas was basically a good guy but a little confused.  He is known as the most despised traitor in human history.  He is always listed last in the lists of the apostles and is always called a traitor.  He was deceitful, wicked, and crafty.  His evil actions have forever spoiled the name of Judas.
Jesus makes a powerful statement in John 13:18 (NT190): “I know those I have chosen.”  Look back at John 6:70 (NT174).  Jesus carefully chose His apostles for specific purposes and timing.  He wants us to know that He knows all of the ones whom He has chosen, He understands our future, and He doesn’t make any mistakes.  Also, notice the amazing harmony of the Bible.  So many things written in the Old Testament are fulfilled in Jesus.  In verse 18, Jesus is reminding us of Psalm 41:9 (OT920), written 1000 years earlier for this specific purpose.
In John 13:19-20 (NT190), Jesus tells us why He is speaking these important (but difficult) words.  If the apostles simply use their experience and expectations to measure the power and plan of God, their faith will certainly fail.  But Jesus encourages them to trust in His word, not in their own experience.  If Jesus didn’t warn them about this, they might think that God’s plan was overcome by Judas’ trick.  But by clearly telling them in advance, Jesus hoped to strengthen their confidence, even during the betrayal.  In the same way, we need to clearly study and remember the Word of God if we want to have a strong faith (Romans 10:17 NT280).
Jesus “was troubled in spirit” in John 13:21 (NT190).  As Jesus watched Judas give himself over to the devil, we are reminded of deep sorry He expressed when faced with the suffering due to sin at the death of Lazarus.  Jesus hates to see the results of sin and death on His creation, and He was drawing very near to the time when He would suffer for the sin of the entire world.  Even though He came to die for our sins, He approached this time with great sorrow. 
Judas did an effective job of tricking his friends.  No one (but Jesus) had any idea about his evil plan (John 13:22 (NT190).  The other disciples are amazed and confused, wondering who could be the traitor.  Judas was a master of deception, aided by the one who disguises himself as an angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:13-15 NT325).  

In John 13:23-25 (NT190), we see something wonderful about the apostle John.  In this book, John never identifies himself; he simply calls himself “the disciple whom Jesus loved.”  Imagine this: you are sitting next to the mighty Creator of the universe, and you realize that He knows everything about you, and that He still loves you with an everlasting love.  If you let this truth fill your heart, nothing else matters.  If you know that God loves you (and He does), and you know that He is in perfect control (and He is), you can rest in perfect peace.  How can you avoid the trap that Judas fell into?  Allowed yourself to experience the deep love of God.
In those days, the people show honor and friendship to one another by sharing food.  In John 13:26-27 (NT191), Jesus dips the morsel of bread and gives it to Judas as a sign of friendship and care.  Jesus has constantly shown grace to Judas, but Judas has failed to trust Jesus.  Even though Judas received the morsel of bread into his mouth, his heart was still far away from Jesus.  By continuing to push away from the grace of Jesus, Judas opened the door of his heart for the devil to take full possession.  And when the devil enters Judas, Jesus now commands him to do what had already been predicted, and do it immediately.  Jesus is in charge.
Judas acted as commanded (John 19:30). And it was night.  Judas died before the sun rose.  He moved from the light of Jesus to the outer darkness – a place of weeping forever (Matthew 25:30 NT50).

Things to think about.  There are many lessons we can learn from the story of Judas:
1) The folly of lost opportunity.  It is very sad to be introduced to Jesus and spend time listening to Him, but then, to turn away and reject His beauty and love.  We grieve about Judas, but should think about others who are making the same mistake today.
2) The temptation of money.  Money is good and useful, but it can easily take the place of God.  If we let this happen, we can find ourselves give away Jesus to get a few more RMB.

3) The grace of Jesus.  Even when Judas was in the midst of his betrayal, Jesus treated him with amazing grace.  And when face-to-face with Judas and the soldiers, Jesus calls Him “friend” (Matthew 26:48-50 NT54).
4) The power of the devil.  If we continue to push away from Jesus, there is really only one other power that we can serve – the devil.  He is a powerful liar, so beware!

5) The power of God.  Nothing that sinful men do can ever change the purposes of God.  It seemed like a terrible tragedy for Jesus to be betrayed by Judas and eventually nailed on the cross.  But the cross was a part of the plan of God, bringing all people the opportunity for salvation.  Just like Joseph said in Genesis 50:20 (OT91), people (and the devil) might do something with an evil desire, but God will use it for His good purpose and plan.  When you face evil, never think that it will overcome the power of a good God.

Three other extra thoughts:

1. Jesus and Judas are positioned as exact opposites 
2. Jesus hid the Passover location from Judas and all but two others to protect that important time
3. By the way, it might be possible that when the apostles argued about who was the greatest, perhaps they were pointing at each other and exalting their peers (equally as bad as exalting yourself).
