The Coming Comforter - John 14:15-31
The Bible verses for today include some things that are difficult to understand.  Since the Bible is the written word of the infinitely wise God, we should never be surprised to find that it can be challenging to understand.  The only hope is that He gives special understanding so that we can understand it.  And today’s passage tells us about how He does this.
Before we read today’s passage, let’s look back at John 13:34,35 (NT191).  As you remember, you can identify true Christians by their love.  Not by their knowledge, not by their financial donations, and not by their church attendance – by their love for God and love for each other.  In fact, it is interesting that love is the most important command in the entire Bible: Matthew 22:37-40 (NT44).  The opposite is also true – a person cannot love God and hate his brother (1 John 4:20 NT425).
Now, look with me out today’s passage, starting with John 14:15 (NT192).  Sometimes, instead of calling a person a “Christian,” it might be better to call them a “Christ follower.”  Why?  Because a true Christian will love Jesus, and if a person really loves Jesus, he will follow Him, keeping His commands.  What is His greatest command? Love Him and one another.  In the Hebrew world, people strengthened the importance of something by repeating it.  So look at verses 21 and 23.  It is clear – if a person is a genuine Christian, he will love God and love other, following the teaching of Jesus.
Please understand that we serve and follow God by grace, not by perfection.  When Jesus is truly the Lord of a person’s life, they will desire to read His word, confess their sin, and desire to draw near to Him.  But as you can see in verse 24, if a person says they are a Christian but does not follow Jesus, they are not telling the truth.
This is important to understand, because verse 15 sets the condition for verses 16-17.  According to these verses, the Father will give His Spirit to those who love Jesus.  Only Christians can receive the Holy Spirit – the world doesn’t see Him or know Him.
Before we talk about the Holy Spirit, I want to say a few words about the Trinity.  As you look at these verses, you see all parts of the Trinity working together:
* Jesus the Son of God who has come in the flesh to die for the sins of the world
* the Father who responds to the prayers of Jesus and sends the Spirit
* the Spirit of Truth who comes to live inside of Christians
According to the Bible, there is only one true God: Deuteronomy 6:4 (OT301); Isaiah 44:6; 45:5 (OT1180).  But we often see that the Bible speaks of God using a plural pronoun: Genesis 1:26 (OT2); Isaiah 6:8 (OT1117).  Just like in Chinese language that uses “ta” and “tamen,” the Bible speaks of God using the words “El” and “Elohim.”  How then can we understand a God who is One and yet a God who is plural?  It is not impossible – in the physical world, we see examples of things that like this.  H2O is a single compound, and yet we see it in three different forms: ice, water, and steam. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Throughout the Bible, we see God the Father, Son, and Spirit operating in unity: at the prediction of Jesus’ birth (Isaiah 9:6 OT1122), at the baptism of Jesus (Matthew 3:16-17 NT5), and in the Great Commission to the church (Matthew 28:19-20 NT60).  I cannot explain the Trinity – I can simply tell you what the Bible says.  But even if it far beyond my understanding, it is still true.  Fortunately, God is not limited by the capacity of our tiny brains.
Look back at John 14:2 (NT191).  Do you remember what I said about heaven?  Heaven is about relationships – we go to “the Father’s house.” Our heavenly goal is not simply about having a perfect, glorified body – it is about having perfect relationships with God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  He is our hope and our inheritance.  When we become a Christian, we have a new, limited preview of heaven. Our relationship with God begins now through a relationship with the Holy Spirit. 
Notice the words about the Holy Spirit at the end of verse 17: “He lives with you [now]” and “will be in you [soon]”.  While Jesus was speaking, the Spirit was with them.  How? Inside of Jesus Christ (Luke 4:1 NT107).  But the Spirit was not yet inside of these men (John 7:39 NT176), but when Jesus would leave them, He would give them His Spirit to live within them (John 16:7).  
The Holy Spirit is a gift from God, given to those who are His children.  He is given to us forever (verse 16), not to be taken away (as was the case for Saul in 1 Samuel 11:6 (OT456) and 1 Samuel 16:14 (OT468), and David’s fear in Psalm 51:10,11 OT930). The Spirit will not just be with them for three years - He will be with them (and us) forever. 
The eternal presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives serves as a seal – a guarantee – of our eternal inheritance of salvation (Ephesians 1:13,14 NT338).  God has promised that we will receive power through the Holy Spirit.  What kind of power?  Power to be His witnesses to the world (Acts 1:8 NT207).  And power to be filled with the knowledge of the love of God (Ephesians 3:16-19 NT341).
We see more about the Holy Spirit in verses 25-26.  When the Holy Spirit comes, He will help the apostles remember the accurate and true words of Jesus. They would then write it down and give it to us (2 Peter 1:21 NT417). This is a critical promise, ensuring that God's process for revelation is perfect as delivered.  And the power of the Holy Spirit didn’t stop with the writing of the Bible.  In the life of a true Christian, the Bible comes alive (1 Corinthians 2:12,14 NT293).
Jesus gives us a promise of peace in verse 27.  Jesus is “the Prince of Peace” – the One who brought peace between God and man.  He promises to give “My peace,” not the kind of peace that the world seeks.  The kind of peace that the world seeks sounds like this: "I hope that nothing bad happens today." God's peace is different, confident that He knows everything, has ultimate power, and loves us more than we can imagine.  When we keep our mind focused on this truth, we can have perfect peace (Isaiah 26:3 OT1147).  His peace is shown by Paul and Silas in the Philippian jail, singing in spite of being beaten and chained (Acts 16:22-25 NT240). 
Just in case you didn’t know it, Satan has power in this world (verse 30).  Although Judas and the Jewish leaders thought that they were the ones killing Jesus, they were actually just being used by the devil.  That same devil wants to use the troubles and fears of this world to keep us from trusting Jesus.  If we seek the world’s peace, we will worry and fear and hide in the corner.  Instead, we should seek the Prince of Peace!  Jesus said that the devil “has no hold on Me.”  That is because Jesus had no sin, so the devil had nothing to grab onto.  Remember, greater is the One who is in you than the one who is in the world (1 John 4:4 NT425). 
These promises are wonderful, but they are not for everyone.  Remember what Jesus told the apostles in verses 17, 19, and 24.  Before I became a Christian, the Bible was just a book of stories, rules, and confusing talk about God.  Now that I am a Christian, when I open the Bible, I see Jesus.     Perhaps you are still confused by the Bible.  If so, I pray that you will take a step of faith, confess your sin to him, ask for His forgiveness, and call Him the Lord of all.  Pray for Him to fill you with His Spirit, give you His love, and give you His peace.
---
Additional thoughts:
Luke 11:11-13 shows us how to receive the fullness of the Spirit. Always ask God to fill us with His Holy Spirit for effective ministry.  Never believe the liar who says that God does not give good gifts to the child He loves.  Trust Him to do what He said.
We often fail to recognize the power and presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives until afterwards.
The gifts and actions of the Holy Spirit are not always the same for all people and at all times.  Jesus stated that “salvation is from the Jews” (John 4:22).  This was true because Jesus came from Jewish descent, but also was true as the church originated and spread through the ministry of Jewish people.  In the book of Acts, we see the power of the Holy Spirit manifested initially in Jewish believers (Acts 2), then in Samaritans (Acts 8:17), then in Gentiles (Acts 10:44), and finally in John’s disciples (Acts 19:6).  Notice that each time, Jewish apostles laid hands on the new converts and the Holy Spirit came upon them, ensuring unity of the global church.
Never believe anyone who says that every Christian must “speak in tongues” or manifest some other spiritual gift.  1 Corinthians 12:29-30 clearly shows that all believers do not speak in tongues, and if anyone does in a church, it should never be by more than two or three interpreted people (1 Corinthians 14:27-28).
