Correct Expectations from His Word

July 7th, 2017
Our study today brings us to John 15:18-27.  Before we start, I want to ask for your ideas about why the people killed Jesus.  Why did the leaders and the people shout “crucify Him”?  It clearly wasn’t because He was an evil criminal.  As we read verses 16 – 25, let’s look together for answers to this question.  Notice that, as we look for answers to this question, we are also discovering reasons why people do not always like real Christians – perhaps why they might not like you.

v.18,19 – notice the word “hates” – it is a very strong word.  “You are not of this world” – what does this mean?  The world includes this planet, its philosophy, and the people who have rejected God.  When we come to Jesus, we are no longer “of this world.”

v.20 – If we really do look like Jesus, people will treat us like they treated Jesus.  Don’t be surprised if you have trouble in this world.  The devil hates Jesus and hates you.  What kind of troubles do you think we can have in this world?
v.21 – even though the Jewish leaders spent much of their lives studying the Old Testament, they never really knew God (John 5:39,40 NT170).  There is a very big difference between studying the Bible in order to gain knowledge and studying the Bible in order to gain God.

v.22-24 – Everyone is guilty of sin, but this passage is describing something even more serious.  Jesus is stating an important spiritual principle: to the one who receives more, more is expected (Luke 12:48 NT132).  In the case of the Jews who observed the miracle of Jesus, they were given clear evidence of who Jesus was (John 3:2 NT164).  Their guilt was increased due to their rejection of Him in the face of such clear evidence.  We have also been given a lot of information – much more than others – through the resurrection of Jesus, the changed lives of true believers, and in the written testimony of the Bible.  As such, we must be very careful to avoid the risk of rejecting Jesus and His gospel. (Hebrews 4:1,2 NT386;  Hebrews 10:29-31 NT395).
v.25 – I wonder how the Jewish scholars thought when they studied these prophecies (Psalm 69:4 OT946)?  The rejection experienced by Jesus was not a surprise to God.  I started this by asking why the leaders and the people killed Jesus, and this verse makes and important point: “They hated me without reason.”
v.26-27 – Jesus has an important command for His disciples and for us: testify about Him.  What does it mean to testify?  In a courtroom, a witness if given instructions to speak about what he has seen, heard, and felt.  He is not asked to repeat the story of another person, only to tell his own story.  When a person receives forgiveness from Jesus, it is a natural thing to tell others about this wonderful news.

John 16:1-4.  Up to this point, Jesus and the disciples have been quite popular among the crowds of people.  Everywhere they go, thousands of people follow and listen, waiting for Jesus to do amazing things.  But that is all about to change, and Jesus gives them an important warning – they will suffer intensely for the name of Jesus.  But He has given them a tool to use when faced with suffering – His word (vs. 1,4).
Likewise, we should never be surprised when we suffer.  Sometimes, we falsely expect that, since we are now Christians, everything will be easier for us on this world.  If this is your expectation of the Christian life, it won’t take long for you to be very disappointed.  There will be times when God does not answer your most heartfelt prayer in the way that you expect.  At times like that, it is easy for your circumstances to drag you down into the pit of doubt.  You will then begin to wonder if God really does care about you.  Before long, your faith starts to stumble and you begin to wonder if God is real or if the Bible is true.

We need to remember Jesus’ warning in this passage – “I have told you this” – do not trust your feelings of “how you think it should be,” trust His word about how He said it would be.

Turn with me to Revelation 1 (NT432).  Read Rev 1:4-8 and listen to what it says about Jesus. When Jesus comes back to the earth, every eye will see this Almighty King.  Even those who crucified Him will come back to life and see his glory, mourning for fear of their coming judgment.  This passage of Scripture reminds us of the powerful God who has promised to answer your prayers.
But now, read verse 9.  This book was written down by the apostle John, the same one who wrote down the gospel of John we have been reading.  Immediately after declaring the glory and power of God, he calls himself a “companion in suffering” with his readers, reminding them of their “patient endurance.”  Because of his testimony, he was suffering just like Jesus said.
In the end times, there will be very intense suffering for all people, including Christians. Turn with me to Revelation 12 (NT446).  This passage uses figurative language to describe Satan (the dragon), displaying his anger on those who follow Jesus (verse 17).  Satan is joined by a powerful beast (a topic for another study), and together, they deceive most of the people on the earth, receiving their worship (Rev 13:3,4).
The beast is ugly and awful (verses 5-6).  But look what happens in verses 7,8 – God gives the beast power and authority to kill Christians, the very children of God.  What?  Why would God give such power to an evil anti-Christ? Turn back to Revelation 6:9-11 (NT440) and read the heavenly prayers of some dead Christians.  Here are people that have been killed because of their faith in Jesus.  Notice two things in verse 11: God has a timetable for what He is doing, and on that timetable, God has plans for some of His children to be killed for their faith.  He is not unaware of their struggles, and in fact, He is using their suffering for His good purposes.

Look with me for a moment at Hebrews 11:32-34 (NT398).  There is no question about it – God does miracles.  And many times, He allows us to be a part of His amazing work.  But read on: not everyone is delivered from suffering (verses 35-38).  Sometimes, God’s children suffer.  But they never do this outside of His good purposes.

Here is some good news for you: even when a Christian suffers, there is a wonderful end to the story (Romans 8:18,19 NT276).  God has a plan, and He has been kind enough to let us participate in it.  Turn back to Revelation 13:9,10 (NT448).  Remember, history is not a random series of disconnected events.  When God doesn’t answer your prayer in the way that you expect, how should you think and feel?  It is found in the two key phrases at the end of end of verse 10: patient endurance and faithfulness (say them together).  
The Bible doesn’t say that the walk of a Christian will be easy.  In our modern world, we expect everything to come quickly and easily.  But His word is telling us otherwise, reminding us that the walk of faith requires patience and endurance.  If we base our faith on how often God fulfils our expectations, we will ride a roller coaster of emotions and trust.  Instead, we must constantly read the promises of God in the Bible, trusting His truth and His love based on what He has already done.  
We often find ourselves questioning the love of God based on small things: our health, our job, our house, etc.  But remember – the proof of His love for you is not found in your current circumstances – it is seen in what He did for you on the cross.  If you ever down the love of God, remember the amazing miracle of the cross.  The God who created everything in the universe, became a human being, and died on a cruel cross for you.  Compared to this, everything else is a very small thing.

How do we patiently endure suffering?  Remember the cross, and remember that Jesus told us what to expect (John 16:4).  Read His word, hide it in your heart, and focus on him instead of your dishonest feelings. 
