Lesson 1 – God and His Word
The Bible is a big book - a person can spend a lifetime studying this book.  In these lessons we'll look at some of the basic things that the Bible teaches.  We will study the Bible chronologically and we will only study selected key events.  Once you understand the basics of the Bible, the rest of the Bible is easier to understand.

God gave us the Bible to teach us about Him.  God is the central character of the Bible.  The Bible teaches us who God is, what He does, and what He is like.
The Bible contains a table of contents, the Old Testament with 39 books, the New Testament with 27 books, chapters and verse numbers and footnotes and various helps.  The Bible is God's Word.  The various notes and verse and chapter numbers have been added by man and are not God's Word.

God spoke to men called "prophets" the exact messages He wanted written down.  Sometimes He spoke audibly.  Sometimes He spoke to them in a vision.  Sometimes He put the message directly in their minds.  The Bible is not men's ideas, but God's own Words.

II Peter 1:21 -For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.
II Timothy 3:16 - All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 
At least 40 different authors over a period of 1600 years wrote the different books of the Bible.  But the Bible has absolute unity because God is the one Author of the Bible, not different men from different times and cultures.

All of the men God used to write the Bible were Jewish except one man - Luke.  Luke was a Gentile.  The Bible is God’s message to the world, which He gave through the Jewish people.  God used kings, fishermen, scholars, shepherds, prophets, a doctor, the rich and poor to write the Bible.  
The Bible has been preserved for centuries.  The original texts of the Bible were written in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek.  No originals are left, but men wrote copies with great care.  In 1947 the Dead Sea Scrolls were found.  They had been buried in a cave for over 2,000 years.  Some of them had been written in 100 B.C.  These scrolls were compared to existing copies and there were only minor differences.

The Bible has not and will not change because God is the author.  We should not change it.

Isaiah 40:8 –The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.
Matthew 24:35 –“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
Proverbs 30:5, 6 - Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. Do not add to his words, lest he rebuke you and you be found a liar.
The Bible is important because it's God's personal message to each of us.  The Bible tells us exactly what God thinks of us and what He sees as our greatest need.

Hebrews 4:12 –For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
Romans 15:4 - For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
Sometimes we read in the Bible what God says about Himself and other times we study what He does.  His nature and character are revealed through what we read in His Word.  God wants us to know Him.

Jeremiah 9:23, 24 - Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the Lord.”
God is Eternal.  We see in the Bible that there is a beginning to everything except God.  Before the beginning, there was no universe and spirits.  Because God did not have a beginning, he knows about how everything came to be.  The Bible has given us the record of all beginnings.

Genesis 1:1 - “In the beginning, God. . .”

Psalm 90:2 - Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
God did not have a beginning; He was not created; He has always been alive; He has always been and will always be the same; there will never be a time when God does not exist; God can never die.

God is a Trinity.  In Genesis 1:26, the Hebrew word for God is a plural word.
Although there is only one God, there are three persons who are equally God.  These three persons are: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit

Matthew 28:19 -“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
We use the word “Trinity” to describe these three persons who are the one Eternal God.  We’ll see more how the Trinity functions in Scripture as we study, but at this point we just need to establish the fact that these three persons are one God.  We can’t understand this with our human minds, but we have to accept what God’s Word tells us about it.

God needs nothing.  Because God existed before all things, we know He doesn’t need anything to sustain Him.  He doesn’t need anything in the universe and He doesn’t need anyone to teach Him - He already knows everything.

Romans 11:33, 34 - Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?”
God is Spirit.  God is not just a “force” as some would say.  John 4:24 says that God is Spirit.  He is a Trinity with mind, personality, and will.  We are limited in our understanding and we are limited by our material needs.  God has none of our limitations.  God doesn’t need the earth to live on and many other things we need because God doesn’t have a body like we do.  God does not have flesh like humans and animals.

God is everywhere at all times.  We don’t know where God is unless He tells us.  He is Spirit and we can’t see Him.  We will see through our study of the Bible that God is every where.  He is not “in everything” as some religions teach.  God is the Creator, distinct from His creation.  He is higher than all and greater than all He has made.

Jeremiah 23:23, 24 -“Am I a God at hand, declares the Lord, and not a God afar off? Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares the Lord.”
We can’t understand the idea that God had no beginning;  we don’t understand the Trinity;  we can’t imagine someone who never needs anything or who already knows everything;  we can’t see a Spirit and we don’t understand how someone can be everywhere at all times.  We must admit that there is one who is infinitely greater than all - God is sovereign.  Sovereign means ruler, supreme in power, and chief.  The Bible often refers to God as “the Most High.”

Psalm 83:18 - That they may know that you alone, whose name is the Lord, are the Most High over all the earth.


















