Lesson 2 - Creation

Many theories exist about how the earth was formed and how life started.  Genesis teaches us the most about creation, but other verses in the Old and New Testament support the record in Genesis.  Genesis is not a book of myths.  It is truth because it is God’s word.

Genesis 1:1, 2 - In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.
What did God use to make the heavens and the earth? 

What was the earth like after God created it?

God made the world by His words, the things we see came from what we can’t see.  Only God can make something out of nothing.  How was it possible that God could make the heavens and the earth out of nothing?

Hebrews 11:3 - By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.
The earth was formless and empty at the beginning.  God chose to use only 6 days to do all of His work.  The earth was covered with water - there was no dry land or life anywhere on the earth.  God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit all participated in creation.  We cannot understand the Trinity, and we also can’t understand God’s awesome power.

Day One – In Genesis 1:3-5, God created light on the first day, and He separated the light from the darkness to make day and night. 
Day Two – In Genesis 1:6-8, God created the sky (atmosphere).  
Day Three – In Genesis 1:9-13, God created land by separating the water on the earth.  He also created plants.

Day Four – In Genesis 1:14-19, God created the sun, moon, and stars to govern the day and night.
Day Five – In Genesis 1:20-23, God created fish and birds and made them to reproduce after their own kind.

Each time God created something, He said, “It is good.”  Can people make anything perfect?

Why did God make light, plants, fish and birds?  Did God need them?

Why did God create such variety and beauty?

Can we make even one bird?

Even though we make useful things, they wear out, they need to be repaired and they are replaced when someone thinks of something better to make.  Everything God made was perfect because God is perfect.  God is holy.  He can’t do anything wrong.

Through creation we see God’s great power.  We are without excuse that God is real.  He created the universe from nothing to show His greatness. God’s account is accurate because He was there before the beginning.  God has told us in many other places in the Bible that He created the earth and the life on it.  Because God has all-knowledge and wisdom He showed us exactly how big He is.

Unlike man’s theories about how the earth was formed and how life started, God’s written account of creation never changes. We are constantly reading about the changes that scientists find about how they think the world started.  There are hundreds of ideas that different people at different times and from different countries have believed in, but these are all just man’s theories.

Genesis 1:24-26

24  And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so.
25  And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.
26  Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
What did God make on the first part of the sixth day?

Who was God speaking to in verse 26 and what is He planning on doing?

Remember that God is sovereign.  He alone decided how to make all things.  He didn’t ask anyone’s advice.  God is greater and more important than all.  God made man “in His image” so man was the most important thing that God created on the earth.  That way man would be able to know God and communicate with Him.  Others would also see God’s likeness reflected in man and praise God.  Is man’s body created in the image of God? 
“In the image of God” refers to the parts of man which cannot be seen - our soul and/or spirit.  The three parts of man that God planned to be in the image of God is man’s mind, emotions, and will.

Man’s Mind - His Intellect: Because God has a mind, He planned to make people with a mind which could know God, think like God, and reason like God.  God wanted to give man the ability to do His work on the earth.  Compare this to animals - animals have a mind but they can’t talk to us, they can’t reason with us and they don’t have the ability to make decisions like we can.  Although we have a mind like God’s we can never think and reason exactly like God thinks and reasons because He is greater than all.

Man’s Emotions - His Feelings: Because God has feelings, He planned to make people with feelings also.  God’s emotions include compassion, tenderness, anger at sin, love, sadness, joy, happiness, etc.  God loves man and therefore wanted man to have the ability to love God.

Man’s Will - His Ability to Choose: Because God has a will to decide if He will do something or won’t do something, He planned to give man a will also so man could make decisions for himself.  God didn’t make us like the sun and moon which do the same thing every day and have no choice as to whether or not they want to give light and move around the earth.  God planned to make man so he could choose to love and obey God.
Man was given a mind to hear and understand God’s communication, to think through what God had told him, to learn the true character of God, and to communicate with God in return.  Man was given emotions to respond to God out of love and devotion.  Man was given a will so he could choose to carry out God’s plans.  God didn’t create “robots” but made man who could listen to God, love God, and choose to obey God.

Genesis 2:7 - Then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature.
How did God create man?
Adam was the first and only man God created from the ground.  We all came from Adam regardless of our race, culture or country.

Genesis 2:8, 9 –And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed. And out of the ground the Lord God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
What were the names of the two trees in the garden?

God was Adam’s source of life.  God wanted Adam to have what was good.  Adam was dependent upon God for everything.  God wanted to guide Adam in every choice and decision.

Genesis 2:16, 17 - And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, “but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”
What did God instruct Adam to do and not to do?

God clearly instructed Adam, and Adam had a choice whether or not to obey.  If he disobeyed God and wanted to be independent of God, then the result would be death, separation from God.  Until this time, Adam had only experienced good things because it was God who had provided everything for Adam.  But now, God warned him very clearly that, if he wanted to be independent of God and disobey Him by eating the forbidden fruit, then he would also come to know what evil is.

What does God mean when He told Adam that he would die?

1.  Separation from God – death of a relationship  
2.  Separation from the body – death of the physical body  
3.  Separation forever in the Lake of Fire

Genesis 2:18-25
18  Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.”
19  So out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name.
20  The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him.
21  So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh.
22  And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man.
23  Then the man said,“This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”

24  Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.
25  And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.
God was the Creator and knew what was best for him.  God did not ask Adam what he wanted or thought was best.  God made the decision to make Adam a wife.  God made the first woman as a gift for man.  Marriage was God’s perfect plan for Adam and Eve.  Eve was Adam’s gift from God, perfectly suited to Adam’s needs.  Everything that God does and says is good because He is perfect.  Why would God do this for Adam?

God had placed Adam as master over all the animals, so God also gave Adam the responsibility of giving them all their names.  God brought to Adam every creature He had made, and Adam named them all.  God created man different from the animals.  Man was made in God’s image so he could know, love, and obey God.  The animals could not know, love, and obey God like man could.  Why?

Genesis 1:27 – 2:3

27  So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.
28  And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”
29  And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food.
30  “And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so.
31  And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
1  Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.
2  And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done.
3  So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation.
What position did God give Adam in relation to the other creation?

Psalm 8:3, 4 - When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him?
