Lesson 3 – Spirits and the Origin of Evil
In the beginning God created all of the spirit beings.  All of the spirits were created at this time.  Before the beginning, there were no spirits - God gave them life.  God is greater than the spirits - He lived before them eternally, He made them, He gave them life.

(NT 161) John 1:3 - All things came into being through Him, and without Him not one thing came into being.

God did not give spirits material bodies.  They don’t have flesh and blood - they can move about wherever they want to.  They are also not everywhere at one time like God - they can only be in one place at one time.  And sometimes they can appear in other forms besides spirits - they can show themselves as humans.

Why did God make spirits?  The spirits were all created by God to love and serve Him.  In the beginning, the spirits were all God’s angels.  Angels means “messengers” or “servants.”
(OT 946) Psalm 103:20, 21 - Bless the LORD, O you His angels, You mighty ones who do His bidding, obedient to His spoken word.  Bless the LORD, all His hosts, His ministers that do His will.

What were the spirits like when they were created?  God created the spirits perfect; none of them was evil or bad.  God cannot create anything bad because He is holy.  Everything God thinks and does is perfect.  God created the spirits with great wisdom and strength.  Angels are very smart, but they are not all-knowing like God.  Angels are stronger than men, but they are not all-powerful like God.  God is wiser and stronger than all the spirits.
How many spirits did God make and where do they live?  God created so many spirits it is impossible for us to count them.  All the spirits lived in Heaven with God at the beginning.  Heaven is God’s dwelling place.  Although God is everywhere all the time, Heaven is His home.

(NT 438) Revelation 5:11 - Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living creatures, and the elders; they number myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 

Satan: God didn't create all the spirits exactly the same.  Some were more beautiful, some were more intelligent than others.  The greatest angel was called Lucifer.  Lucifer means “morning star.”  
(OT 1366) Ezekiel 28:14-17 
14 "With an anointed cherub as guardian; I placed you; You were on the holy mountain of God; You walked among the stones of fire.

15  You were blameless in your ways from the day that you were created, until iniquity was found in you.

16  "In the abundance of your trade You were filled with violence, And you sinned; so I cast you as a profane thing from the mountain of God; And the guardian cherub drove you out, From among the stones of fire.
17  "Your heart was proud because of your beauty; You corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor; I cast you to the ground, I exposed you before kings, to feast their eyes on you.

God gave Lucifer a place of great authority over the other angels in Heaven.  Lucifer was created perfect, but after a time, Lucifer became proud of his beauty and position and wanted to be “like the Most High.”

(OT 1097) Isaiah 14: 13, 14 - You said in your heart: ‘I will ascend to heaven, I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit on the mount of the assembly on the heights of Zaphon; I will ascend to the tops of the clouds, I will make myself like the Most High.’

Lucifer was the first one to do evil (evil is anything that is different from what God wants or agrees with).  Lucifer’s rebellion was an act of his will.  He was created perfect by God, but he had a will to choose what he wanted.  Other angels followed Lucifer in his rebellion.  They also rebelled against God.  Therefore, God has prepared a terrible place of everlasting punishment called the Lake of Fire.  He will send Lucifer and his followers to that place to be punished forever. God always punishes those who fight against Him.

(NT 415) II Peter 2:4 - For if God did not spare the angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of deepest darkness, to be kept until the judgment;

God knew what Lucifer and the other spirits were planning.  God created Lucifer and the spirits, so He knew their thoughts and rebellious ideas.  Nothing can surprise God.  He knows everything before it happens.  He knows what we think at all times.

(NT 385) Hebrews 4:13 - And before Him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account.

God removed Lucifer and his followers from their position as God’s servants.   God would never allow Lucifer to take His place because God is the only true God.  Lucifer and his followers had to be removed from their places of service because God is perfect and right in everything He does and anyone who doesn't think like God is not acceptable to Him.  In the Bible we always read that Lucifer and his followers work against God.  Job 1:6-7 and 2:1-2 tell us that Satan has access to God in Heaven but doesn’t live there anymore.

Lucifer and his followers hate God and every good thing that God loves.  Since God removed Lucifer and his followers from their positions, they have fought against God and everything He does.  Lucifer is called Satan which means “enemy, adversary, opponent, or accuser.”  Satan’s followers are called demons, and Satan and his demons fight against God day and night.  They are now active all over the earth.

In our last lesson, we learned that life in the Garden of Eden was perfect.  Adam and Eve had everything they needed.  God put Adam in position of manager over all the creation.  God gave them a variety of plants and fruits and vegetables to eat, and they had a perfect friendship and fellowship with God and with each other.

Satan knew about God’s warning to Adam concerning the one tree.  Because Satan hates God, he wanted to destroy the man and woman God made.  Therefore, Satan planned to deceive Eve.

(OT 4) Genesis 3:1 - Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’ ?"

What animal talked to Eve in the garden?

Why did Satan ask Eve this question?

Satan already knew the correct answer and did not care what God had said.  He was testing Eve so he could trick her.  He was attempting to cast doubt on God’s Word – this is one of Satan’s favorite tactics.  Satan is a deceiver.  He did not allow Eve to know that he was the one talking through the snake.  Satan’s name means “deceiver” or “adversary.”  He tries to make what is good appear useless or evil.  He tries to make what is evil appear good.  Satan tries to infer that God is lying but he knows only too well that what God says is absolutely true.  Satan deceived Eve by coming to her in the form of a snake.  Up until that time, the animals had not been harmful in any way to Adam and Eve or to each other, so Eve was not afraid.
(NT 323) 2 Corinthians 11:14 - And no wonder! Even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.

(OT 4) Genesis 3:2-5
2  The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden;

3  But God said ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’"

4  But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die.

5  "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."

Was Satan calling God a liar?

What was Satan trying to do in his lie about what God had said?

Satan had rebelled against God’s authority.  He sinned when he wanted to take God’s place.  He did not want to obey God any more.  He wanted to be independent of God and rule his own life.  Now Satan was suggesting to Eve that she should rebel against God.  Satan suggested that eating the fruit would make Eve like God in knowing good and evil.  Satan wanted Eve to believe that she wouldn’t need God to tell her what was right and wrong.  But the truth is that God did not make people to live by their own ideas and thoughts, and He made us to be guided by His own Word.

(OT 4) Genesis 3:6-8

6  So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. And she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate.

7  Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

8  They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.

Did Adam and Eve believe Satan?

What did God say would happen to them if they ate of the tree?

Even though Adam knew that God had said not to eat it, he deliberately disobeyed God’s command.  Adam turned away from depending on God.  He wanted to decide for himself what was good and evil.  Why did their sin separate them from God?

(OT 1176) Isaiah 59:2 - Rather your iniquities have been barriers between you and your God; and your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He does not hear.
Because God is holy and righteous, He will not continue in friendship with those who disobey His commands.  He hates everything that is wrong and punishes all disobedience of His commands by death.  Because Adam and Eve disobeyed God, they were cut off from their friendship with God.  There relationship with God was dead.  They were no longer in oneness with God.  The first sign of separation from God we read about is that they tried to hide from God.

(OT 4) Genesis 3:9-13
9   But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, "Where are you?"

10  He said, "I heard the sound of You in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself."

11  He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?"

12  The man said, "The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate."

13  Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent tricked me, and I ate."
Could God see where they were hiding?  Why did God call out?

Why were Adam and Eve afraid?

Who are we responsible to for our actions?

Do you think God needed to ask them to find out what happened?

God called them out because He loved them.  He was giving them an opportunity to agree with Him that what He said was truth and that they were wrong in believing Satan.  God has not changed.  He still calls today even though we cannot hear His voice like Adam did.  How does God call us today?
As soon as Adam and Eve disobeyed God and followed the advice of Satan, they were separated from God and controlled by Satan.  At this point, Satan probably thought that he had beaten God and that he would now have complete control of the world and all people.

(OT 5) Genesis 3:15 - I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; He will strike your head, And you will strike His heel."

God planned that a Savior would come.  When the “head” is crushed, the rest of the body cannot survive.  But the one whose “heel” is crushed survives, even though wounded.

(OT 5) Genesis 3:16-19

16  To the woman He said: "I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing; In pain you shall bring forth children; Yet your desire shall be for your husband, And he shall rule over you."

17  And to the man He said, "Because you have listened the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it’: "Cursed is the ground because of you; In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life.

18  Thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, And you shall eat the plants of the field.

19  By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you return to the ground, For out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return."

Why does man’s sin affect all of creation?

What does God mean when He says, “For dust you are and to dust you will return”?

When God created Adam and Eve, He did not intend for them to die.  But now Adam and Eve must die because of their disobedience to God.  The punishment for sin is death – Not just physical death, but separation from God now and forever and eternal punishment in the Lake of Fire.

(OT 5) Genesis 3:21-23
21 And the LORD God made garments of skin for the man and for his wife, and clothed them.

22 Then the LORD God said, "See, the man has become like one of Us, knowing good and evil. And now, he might reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever" —

23 Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden to till the ground from which he was taken.

What did God do for Adam and Eve as a substitute for their clothing of fig leaves?
What were Adam and Eve forced to do and why?

Adam and Eve did know good and evil but it was by personal corruption.  They did not know as God knows in perfect holiness. 
