Lesson 4 – The Wickedness of Man
At the beginning of our lessons, we said that we would be studying the foundational issues and the main themes of the Bible.  This is one of the wonderful things about God’s Word: these main themes are consistent all the way through the Bible.  God used Moses to write Genesis as well as Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.  The fact that God is holy and righteous and demands death as the payment for sin is one of these foundational themes.  And along with this, the Bible clearly states that blood must be shed for sin.

Leviticus 17:11 - ‘For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.’

God promised that if the people of Israel came by faith, offering to Him the blood of animals, He would accept them by using the blood from the sacrifice to cover their sins.  But God also gave them requirements about what kind of animals He would accept as a sacrifice.
Genesis 4:1, 2 - Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, and said, "I have acquired a man from the LORD."  Then she bore again, this time his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground.

What were the names of the first two boys?

Who did Eve say blessed her with a child?

Cain and Abel were born knowing evil and were sinners.  Satan had taken God’s place as their spiritual father.
Genesis 4:3-5
3  And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground to the LORD.

4  Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the LORD respected Abel and his offering,

5  but He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell.

What happened?
Hebrews 11:4 - By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks.

The animal sacrifice did not take away their sins, but it was a physical showing that they agreed with God that they were sinners and that only He could save them from everlasting punishment.  Notice it was with faith that Abel gave his offering.  Many people try to show people they believe God, but only God knows our hearts and knows why we do what we do.

Genesis 4:6, 7 - So the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen?  "If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it."

Did God know what Cain was thinking before He asked him these questions? 

Our outward sin begins in our heart.  God warned Cain not to make an even bigger mistake, and told him he would be accepted if he did what was right.  God also told him that when we do wrong, future sins are to come next.
Genesis 4:8 - Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him.

Did Cain listen to God’s warning?
Here we see history’s first murderer.  Cain did not listen to God’s warning, but killed his own brother.  In Genesis 4:9-16, we see God confronting Cain about the murder of his brother.  In verses 11 and 12, we see that Cain has another curse besides spiritual death and the others given in the Garden of Eden.  This curse was that he would be a “fugitive” on the earth.  We also see that Cain was afraid for his life.  He knew that anyone that found him would kill him.  Even though Cain rebelled against God, God still showed mercy on his physical life.    God will sometimes punish sin during our life on this earth in addition to after we die.  

Genesis 5 records the genealogy from Adam to Noah.  The time between Adam and Noah was around 1,500 years.    

Genesis 6:5-12

5  Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

6  And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.

7  So the LORD said, "I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them."

8  But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.

9  This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked with God.

10  And Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

11  The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.

12  So God looked upon the earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth.

What was the problem on the earth at this time?

How did God feel about the wickedness on the earth?

Were there any righteous people on the earth?

In Genesis 6:13-22, God tells Noah that He is going to destroy the people on the earth as well as the earth itself.  God tells Noah to make an ark.  God tells him exactly what to do.  Noah did everything just as God commanded.

Hebrews 11:7 – By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.

II Peter 2:5 – and did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly;

Genesis 7:1-4 

1  Then the LORD said to Noah, "Come into the ark, you and all your household, because I have seen that you are righteous before Me in this generation.

2  "You shall take with you seven each of every clean animal, a male and his female; two each of animals that are unclean, a male and his female;

3  "also seven each of birds of the air, male and female, to keep the species alive on the face of all the earth.

4  "For after seven more days I will cause it to rain on the earth forty days and forty nights, and I will destroy from the face of the earth all living things that I have made."

What did God tell Noah to take into the ark and why did God tell him to do this?

In Genesis 7:13-16, we see that Noah, his wife, his 3 sons, their 3 wives, and the animals entered the ark.  After they were all in the ark, God shut the door.  In verses 17-24 we learn that it rained for 40 days and the water rose and covered the mountains to a depth of more than 20 feet.  Every person, land animal, and bird that was not inside of the ark died.  The waters flooded the earth for 150 days.
In Genesis 8:1-12, we see that the water receded and the ark rested on the mountain of Ararat.  After 40 days, Noah sent out a raven from the window of the ark to see if the water had receded.  The raven kept flying back and forth until the water had receded.  He then sent a dove out.  The first time the dove was released, it found no dry ground.  Seven days later the dove was released again, and this time it came back with an olive leaf.  Noah waited 7 more days and released the dove again, but this time it did not come back.  Then God told Noah that it was alright for them to go out of the ark.  

Genesis 8:20-22

20  Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.

21  And the LORD smelled a soothing aroma. Then the LORD said in His heart, "I will never again curse the ground for man’s sake, although the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth; nor will I again destroy every living thing as I have done.

22  "While the earth remains, Seedtime and harvest, Cold and heat, Winter and summer, And day and night Shall not cease."

What did Noah do? 

What did God promise?

Genesis 9:1, 2 - So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth.  "And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be on every beast of the earth, on every bird of the air, on all that move on the earth, and on all the fish of the sea. They are given into your hand.

What did God say about the relationship between man and animals?

Genesis 9:11-13

11  "Thus I establish My covenant with you: Never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood; never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth."

12  And God said: "This is the sign of the covenant which I make between Me and you, and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations:

13  "I set My rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be for the sign of the covenant between Me and the earth.

What did God give as a reminder of His promise?

Genesis 11:1-4
1 Now the whole earth had one language and one speech.

2  And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and they dwelt there.

3  Then they said to one another, "Come, let us make bricks and bake them thoroughly." They had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar.

4  And they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top is in the heavens; let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth."

What does this say about the language on the earth at this time?

What did the people want to do and why did they want to do this?

Genesis 11:5-9

5  But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men had built.

6  And the LORD said, "Indeed the people are one and they all have one language, and this is what they begin to do; now nothing that they propose to do will be withheld from them.

7  "Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that they may not understand one another’s speech."

8  So the LORD scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and they ceased building the city.

9  Therefore its name is called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the earth; and from there the LORD scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth.

Who is the “Us” in verse 7?

What did the Lord say about the people’s plan?

What did the Lord do to their language?

What did the Lord do to their settlements?

The people gathered there because they did not want to be scattered over all the earth as God commanded.  These men were full of pride!  They should have been interested in exalting God’s name, not their own.

