Lesson 5 – Abraham
Most people do not know their family tree beyond their great grandparents.  We have seen so far a family tree from Adam to Noah, and then Noah to the Tower of Babel.  We now see the family line continue from Noah’s son (Shem) to a man named Terah.

In Genesis 11:27-30, we learn that Terah’s family was from a place called Ur of the Chaldeans.  He had 3 sons.  One of his sons was named Abram.  Abram had a wife named Sarai.  She was barren which means that Abram and Sarai had no children.  One of Terah’s other sons died, leaving Terah a grandson named Lot.  
Genesis 11:31, 32 - And Terah took his son Abram and his grandson Lot, the son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, his son Abram’s wife, and they went out with them from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to the land of Canaan; and they came to Haran and dwelt there.  So the days of Terah were two hundred and five years, and Terah died in Haran.

Where were they planning on going and where did they end up?

Who died in Haran?

Joshua 24:2 - And Joshua said to all the people, "Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘Your fathers, including Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, dwelt on the other side of the River in old times; and they served other gods.

Did Abraham’s father, Terah, serve God?

Genesis 12:1 - Now the LORD had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, From your family And from your father’s house, To a land that I will show you.
What did God tell Abram to do?

How does God speak to us today?

Acts 7:2-4 
2  And he said, "Brethren and fathers, listen: The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran,

3  "and said to him, ‘Get out of your country and from your relatives, and come to a land that I will show you.’

4  "Then he came out of the land of the Chaldeans and dwelt in Haran. And from there, when his father was dead, He moved him to this land in which you now dwell.

We see that Abram was told he was going to go into a different land where none of his family lived.
Genesis 12:2 - I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And make your name great; And you shall be a blessing.

What did God promise to Abram?

How could this happen since Sarai was barren?

What other promises did God make?

God also promised that He would bless Abram, and Abram would be a blessing.  We will find that all families are blessed by his faithfulness, because it’s through his family that Jesus came.  How did Abram know that God would do what He said?
Genesis 12:4, 5 - So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to him, and Lot went with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.  Then Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people whom they had acquired in Haran, and they departed to go to the land of Canaan. So they came to the land of Canaan.

Would this be an easy move to make?  Why?
Hebrews 11:8 - By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.

After Lot went to live in a separate place, God showed Abram everything that would be his.
Genesis 13:14-17

14 And the LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him: "Lift your eyes now and look from the place where you are—northward, southward, eastward, and westward;

15  "for all the land which you see I give to you and your descendants forever.

16  "And I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if a man could number the dust of the earth, then your descendants also could be numbered.

17  "Arise, walk in the land through its length and its width, for I give it to you."

What did God compare the number of Abram’s descendants to?

Genesis 15:6 - And he believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.

The only reason why God credited righteousness to Abram was that Abram believed God.  This righteousness, given to him as a gift from God, was the reason Abraham was fully acceptable to God.  

Genesis 15:13-16

13  Then He said to Abram: "Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years.

14  "And also the nation whom they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out with great possessions.

15  "Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age.

16  "But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete."

How many years would Abram's descendants be in slavery in another country?

Would Abram be a part of this slavery?

Abraham was 99 years old when God changed his name from Abram to Abraham.  Abraham means “father of a multitude of children.”  God also changed Sarai’s name to Sarah.  Sarah means “mother of many nations.”
Genesis 17:17 - Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, "Shall a child be born to a man who is one hundred years old? And shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?"

Was it possible for Sarah and Abraham to have a child?

Who made the promise to give them a son?

Since Sarah was barren, she told Abraham to have a baby with her maid Hagar.  Hagar had a son named Ishmael when Abraham was 86 years old.  When Abraham was 90, God promised a son to come from Sarah.  He promised that only through the son of Abraham and Sarah would the covenant be kept (a promise between God and man).  

In Genesis 21:1-5, we see that God gave Abraham and Sarah a son.  Abraham named his son Isaac.  Abraham was 100 years old when Isaac was born.
Genesis 22:1, 2 - Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am."  Then He said, "Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you."

Where did God tell Abraham to go and what did God tell Abraham to do?

There are some important facts that we are told.  First is a reminder that Isaac is Abraham’s only son.  Because of an event told about in chapter 21, Hagar and Ishmael were “banished” and lived in the wilderness.  Second, Abraham loved his son very much.  Third, God was watching Abraham’s response of faith.

Genesis 22:3-5
3  So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him.

4  Then on the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off.

5  And Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we will come back to you."

Did Abraham begin to obey God right away?

How many days did it take to get to the place God told them to go?

What did Abraham tell the young men to do with the donkey?

Here is the first evidence of Abraham’s faith.  He told the young men that he and Isaac would go worship and come back.  Abraham knew God’s promise to give him descendants like the stars (innumerable) and that God promised to use Isaac.  The following verses help to see that Abraham expected God to raise Isaac from the dead.

Hebrews 11:17-19

17  By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son,

18  of whom it was said, "In Isaac your seed shall be called,"

19  concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense.

Genesis 22:6-8

6  So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them went together.

7  But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, "My father!" And he said, "Here I am, my son." Then he said, "Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?"

8  And Abraham said, "My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering." So the two of them went together.

What did Isaac ask his father and what was Abraham’s answer?

Abraham did not ask Isaac if he minded being a sacrifice, but obeyed without any questions.  When Isaac asked about the lamb for the sacrifice, Abraham told him the truth: that there would be one provided.

Genesis 22:9-12

9  Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar there and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, upon the wood.

10  And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.

11  But the Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" So he said, "Here I am."

12  And He said, "Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me."
Who stopped Abraham from killing his son?

Why did God stop Abraham?  What had Abraham proved to God?

God wanted Abraham to show how much he feared God.  Abraham obeyed God by being willing to sacrifice his only son.  God was having Abraham act on his faith.

Genesis 22:13 -Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son.
What did God provide for the sacrifice?

God provided a ram for a sacrifice.  Notice the ram was caught by his horns so he wasn't injured.  God would not accept a sacrifice of an injured or blemished animal.

Genesis 22:15-18

15  Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time out of heaven,

16  and said: "By Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son —

17  "blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies.

18  "In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice."

Because Abraham obeyed God by offering his only son as a sacrifice, the promise for many descendants was reaffirmed along with the promise that all nations would be blessed by the Savior coming through him.  
What authority did God have to ask Abraham to offer his son as a sacrifice?

Who saved Isaac from death and provided the sacrifice to put in the place of Isaac?

Who provided the sacrifice to put in our place so we don't have to go to hell?
