Lesson 6 - Isaac, Jacob and His Sons
Genesis 25:19-24
19  This is the genealogy of Isaac, Abraham’s son. Abraham begot Isaac.

20  Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah as wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of Padan Aram, the sister of Laban the Syrian.

21  Now Isaac pleaded with the LORD for his wife, because she was barren; and the LORD granted his plea, and Rebekah his wife conceived.

22  But the children struggled together within her; and she said, "If all is well, why am I like this?" So she went to inquire of the LORD.

23  And the LORD said to her: "Two nations are in your womb, Two peoples shall be separated from your body; One people shall be stronger than the other, And the older shall serve the younger."

24  So when her days were fulfilled for her to give birth, indeed there were twins in her womb.

How old was Isaac when he was married and who did he marry?

What did Isaac ask from the Lord?

What did the Lord say about Rebekah’s babies?

Isaac was 60 years old when the twins were born.  The first one born was red and hairy so they named him Esau.  The second one was named Jacob.  When the boys grew up, Esau became a skillful hunter who lived outdoors.  Jacob was a quiet man who stayed near home.  Esau was Isaac’s favorite son and Jacob was Rebekah’s favorite.

Genesis 25:29-34
29  Now Jacob cooked a stew; and Esau came in from the field, and he was weary.

30  And Esau said to Jacob, "Please feed me with that same red stew, for I am weary." Therefore his name was called Edom.

31  But Jacob said, "Sell me your birthright as of this day."

32  And Esau said, "Look, I am about to die; so what is this birthright to me?"

33  Then Jacob said, "Swear to me as of this day." So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob.

34  And Jacob gave Esau bread and stew of lentils; then he ate and drank, arose, and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.

What did Esau ask Jacob for?

Here we see the heart of Esau.  In English we say Esau “despised” (looked down upon) his birthright.  He would rather give up his right to have the future blessing promised to Abraham by God in his descendants in order to get some food.  He didn’t trust in God.
Hebrews 12:16 - lest there be any fornicator or profane person like Esau, who for one morsel of food sold his birthright.

Genesis 27 tells of how Rebekah told Jacob to pose as Esau so he would get the blessing as well as the birthright.  He obeyed his mother and deceived Isaac into giving him the blessing of being greater than his brother.  This made Esau mad and he said he’d kill Jacob when Isaac died.  So Jacob fled to another land, where his father and mother told him to find a wife.  While traveling, Jacob stopped for the night because it was dark.
Genesis 28:12-16
12  Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.

13  And behold, the LORD stood above it and said: "I am the LORD God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and your descendants.

14  "Also your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread abroad to the west and the east, to the north and the south; and in you and in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed.

15  "Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you."

16  Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, "Surely the LORD is in this place, and I did not know it."

What did Jacob see in his dream and what did God tell him in the dream?

Here we see that God would use dreams many times in the Old Testament to speak to people.
In Genesis 29-35, we see that Laban had two daughters, Leah and Rachel.  Rachel, the younger daughter, was promised to Jacob after 7 years of work, but Leah was given.  Jacob then worked 7 more years for Rachel.  Rachel was barren, but God gave Leah children.  Bilhah, Rachel’s maidservant, married Jacob and had children; Zilpah, Leah’s maidservant, married Jacob and also had children. Then, Rachel finally had a son.  Jacob then wanted to leave Laban with his wives, children, and possessions.  

After they left, God changed Jacob’s name to Israel.  A little time later, Esau and Jacob met.  After that, God told Jacob to get rid of all the idols in his house.  God told Jacob again that Jacob’s name (deceiver) was to be changed to Israel (God’s fighter).  Rachel died giving birth to her second son.  So we see that Jacob had 12 sons from 4 wives.  The names of Jacob’s sons are Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, Benjamin, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher.   
Genesis 37:1-4
1  Now Jacob dwelt in the land where his father was a stranger, in the land of Canaan.

2  This is the history of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brothers. And the lad was with the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to his father.

3  Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age. Also he made him a tunic of many colors.

4  But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peaceably to him.

Where were they living?

How old was Joseph?

Which son did Jacob love the most and why?

What did Jacob make this son and how did his brothers feel about all this?

Genesis 37:5-11

5  Now Joseph had a dream, and he told it to his brothers; and they hated him even more.

6  So he said to them, "Please hear this dream which I have dreamed:

7  "There we were, binding sheaves in the field. Then behold, my sheaf arose and also stood upright; and indeed your sheaves stood all around and bowed down to my sheaf."

8  And his brothers said to him, "Shall you indeed reign over us? Or shall you indeed have dominion over us?" So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words.

9  Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and said, "Look, I have dreamed another dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed down to me."

10  So he told it to his father and his brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, "What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall your mother and I and your brothers indeed come to bow down to the earth before you?"

11  And his brothers envied him, but his father kept the matter in mind.

What two dreams did Joseph have and what did they mean?

What was the reaction from his family to these dreams?

In Genesis 37:12-30, Jacob tells Joseph to check on his brothers who were watching the flocks.  When his brothers saw him, they decided to kill him, but then they changed their minds and decided to sell him as a slave.  Some merchants came by on their way to Egypt.  They purchased Joseph for 20 shekels of silver.

Genesis 37:32-35
32  Then they sent the tunic of many colors, and they brought it to their father and said, "We have found this. Do you know whether it is your son’s tunic or not?"

33  And he recognized it and said, "It is my son’s tunic. A wild beast has devoured him. Without doubt Joseph is torn to pieces."

34  Then Jacob tore his clothes, put sackcloth on his waist, and mourned for his son many days.

35  And all his sons and all his daughters arose to comfort him; but he refused to be comforted, and he said, "For I shall go down into the grave to my son in mourning." Thus his father wept for him.

What did they do to Joseph’s coat? What did they tell their father, Jacob?
In Genesis 39:1-9, we see that Joseph was sold to Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s officials.  Potiphar trusted Joseph, and made him in charge of his household with everything he owned.  But Potiphar’s wife made false accusations against Joseph and he was put into prison.   The warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there.  Two of the prisoners were a cupbearer and a baker.  Genesis 40 tells us about these 2 men having dreams, and Joseph interprets them through the power of God.  Just as Joseph said, the cupbearer was released and started to work for Pharaoh again, but the baker was killed.  Joseph asked the cupbearer to remember him once he was out of prison, but he did not.
In Genesis 41:1-8, we see that 2 years passed since the cupbearer had been released.  Pharaoh had a dream, but none of the wise men of Egypt or any of the magicians he asked could interpret the dream.  Then the cupbearer told Pharaoh about the dream he had in the past and how Joseph was able to interpret it.  So Pharaoh commanded Joseph to be brought to him from out of the dungeon.
Genesis 41:15, 16 - And Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I have had a dream, and there is no one who can interpret it. But I have heard it said of you that you can understand a dream, to interpret it."  So Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, "It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh an answer of peace."

Could Joseph give the answer in his own power?

In, Genesis 41:25- 32, Joseph interpreted Pharaoh’s dream.  Joseph told Pharaoh that seven years of great abundance are coming throughout the land of Egypt, but seven years of famine would follow them.  The abundance in the land would not be remembered, because the famine that followed would be so severe.  Then Pharaoh made Joseph second in command over all of Egypt.
Genesis 42:1-3

1  When Jacob saw that there was grain in Egypt, Jacob said to his sons, "Why do you look at one another?"

2  And he said, "Indeed I have heard that there is grain in Egypt; go down to that place and buy for us there, that we may live and not die."

3  So Joseph’s ten brothers went down to buy grain in Egypt.

Did the famine have an affect on Jacob’s family?

What did Jacob tell his sons to do?

Joseph was in charge of selling grain. So when Joseph’s brothers went in Egypt, they had to deal with Joseph.  Joseph recognized his brothers, but he pretended to be a stranger and spoke harshly to them.  Although Joseph recognized his brothers, they did not recognize him.  After this, they returned to their home country, but the famine was still severe so when they had eaten all the grain they had bought from Egypt, their father told them to go back to Egypt to buy some more grain.
Genesis 45:3-9

3  Then Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph; does my father still live?" But his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed in his presence.

4  And Joseph said to his brothers, "Please come near to me." So they came near. Then he said: "I am Joseph your brother, whom you sold into Egypt.

5  "But now, do not therefore be grieved or angry with yourselves because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life.

6  "For these two years the famine has been in the land, and there are still five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvesting.

7  "And God sent me before you to preserve a posterity for you in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance.

8  "So now it was not you who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.

9  "Hurry and go up to my father, and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph: "God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not tarry.

Rather than treating his brothers as their deeds deserved, Joseph explained to them that God was in control of the situation, and that He had used the brothers’ horrible actions to work for good.  Then Joseph’s brothers went back to their home country and told their father these things.  Jacob then moved the whole family as well as all of his possessions to Egypt.
God knows what is going to happen.  God always keeps His promises.  Many years before, God had told Abraham that his descendants would go to another country.

