Lesson 7 - Exodus of God's People

Exodus records how God took His people out of Egypt.  Why were God's people in Egypt?

About 350 years pass between the time Joseph and his family came to Egypt and the time that the Exodus began.  Who had God prophecied this to?
Genesis 15:13 - Then He said to Abram: "Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years.

In Exodus 1:6-14, we see that Joseph and his generation died, but the Israelite population grew very fast.  A new leader came into power over Egypt who did not show kindness to Joseph’s relatives.  He was afraid that the Israelites may fight against the Egyptians if war broke out.  They then forced the Israelites to become slaves.  They made them work hard and treated them badly.  Who guided the king in his evil plans and why would he want to destroy the children of Israel?

In Exodus 1:15-22, we see that Israel kept growing.  Pharaoh ordered all of the Hebrew midwives to kill any male child born, but the midwives feared God, and they did not do what Pharaoh said.  So the people of Israel kept increasing, and God blessed the midwives.   Once Pharaoh realized that this was not working, he ordered all male children born to be thrown into the Nile River.
At this time an Israelite woman gave birth to a boy.  She hid him for 3 months.  When she did not think she could hide him any longer, she put him in a basket and placed the basket among the reeds on the Nile River.  Pharaoh’s daughter went to the river and found the baby.  She took him in as her own son and named him Moses.  What are some of the advantages Moses would have living in Pharaoh’s household?
Exodus 2:11-15
11 Now it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out to his brethren and looked at their burdens. And he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brethren.

12  So he looked this way and that way, and when he saw no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand.

13  And when he went out the second day, behold, two Hebrew men were fighting, and he said to the one who did the wrong, "Why are you striking your companion?"

14  Then he said, "Who made you a prince and a judge over us? Do you intend to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?" So Moses feared and said, "Surely this thing is known!"

15  When Pharaoh heard of this matter, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh and dwelt in the land of Midian; and he sat down by a well.

What did Moses do to try to help his people?  Did the people appreciate his help?

Could one human release the children of Israel from Egypt?  Who could?

Where did Moses go?

In Exodus 2:23-25, we see that the king of Egypt died.  The Israelites were still in slavery, and they cried to God for help.  God heard their cries, and He remembered His promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
In Exodus 3:1-6, we read that Moses was a shepherd watching his flock in the desert on the mountain of Horeb.  Then God appeared to Moses in a flame of fire from within the bush.  Moses saw the bush on fire, but noticed that it was not burning up so he went to see it.  When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush.  God told him that He is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.  God then told Moses that he wanted him to lead the children of Israel out of slavery in Egypt to a new land.  Moses told God that he did not feel like he was the right man for the job.  God told Moses that He would be with him and he told him that when he had brought the people out of Egypt, they would worship God on that very mountain.  Moses was afraid that the people would not believe him so God told Moses to tell them that “I AM” had sent him.  God also told him to tell them that He is the God of their fathers, and God gave Moses 3 signs to prove that God sent him.
Exodus 4:10-12
10  Then Moses said to the LORD, "O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither before nor since You have spoken to Your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of tongue."

11  So the LORD said to him, "Who has made man’s mouth? Or who makes the mute, the deaf, the seeing, or the blind? Have not I, the LORD?

12  "Now therefore, go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall say."

What was Moses' second excuse to God?  What was God's answer?

God told Moses that his brother Aaron could communicate His message to the people.  Moses and his family then move to Egypt.  
Exodus 4:21-23

21  And the LORD said to Moses, "When you go back to Egypt, see that you do all those wonders before Pharaoh which I have put in your hand. But I will harden his heart, so that he will not let the people go.

22  "Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the LORD: "Israel is My son, My firstborn.

23  "So I say to you, let My son go that he may serve Me. But if you refuse to let him go, indeed I will kill your son, your firstborn."‘"

Was Pharaoh going to obey the message given to him from God through Moses?
What was going to be the result?

Exodus 5:1, 2 - Afterward Moses and Aaron went in and told Pharaoh, "Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘Let My people go, that they may hold a feast to Me in the wilderness.’" And Pharaoh said, "Who is the LORD, that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, nor will I let Israel go."

Pharaoh did not know the God of Israel.  The Egyptians did not worship God.  They worshiped the things that God had made (the Nile River, animals, the sun, the moon, Pharaoh, etc.).  
The Israelites living in Egypt when Moses returned had not seen any evidence of the Lord’s greatness and power.  They had only heard about the Lord and what He had done for Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph.  Now the Lord was going to use this evil Pharaoh and his rebellion to display God’s power and wisdom to the Israelites so that they would know that He was still the almighty and caring God of Israel.  God planned to show the Egyptians that He alone is the true and living God with power over the whole earth.  The gods whom they trusted and worshipped were unable to protect them from the God of Israel.  

In Exodus 7:14-10:29 we see that the Lord first turned the water in the Nile River into blood.  Next, He sent plagues of frogs, lice (gnats), and flies.  Then God caused the Egyptian’s horses, cattle, sheep, camels, and donkeys to become sick.  Next, the Lord caused all the Egyptians to have terrible boils.  This was followed by a terrible destructive hailstorm, a plague of locusts, and three days of thick darkness in all the places where the Egyptians were living.

Pharaoh, the other Egyptians, and their false gods could not save them from these terrible plagues sent by the Lord.  Even though the Israelites lived in Egypt, God protected them from all of these terrible plagues.  The Lord did not protect them because they were without sin or because they deserved His care.  He protected them because of His love, mercy, and grace.  God also protected the Israelites because he had not forgotten his promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  He also protected them so that the king of Egypt would realize that the God of Israel was the only true and living God in the whole earth.

With each of the plagues, the pattern of response was the same:

Each time the Lord sent a plague on Egypt, Pharaoh called for Moses and asked him to remove the plague and Pharaoh claimed that he would then let Israel go.  When Pharaoh said that he would allow the Israelites to go free, the Lord removed the plague.  But as soon as the Lord removed the plague, Pharaoh hardened his heart and would not let the Israelites leave Egypt.  Every time Pharaoh did this, he became more hard-hearted and proud.

Although the Lord already sent 9 terrible plagues on the rebellious Egyptians, the king of Egypt still refused to obey the Lord and refused to let the Israelites go free.  God knew all along that Pharaoh would be stubborn and would refuse to release the Israelites.  The Lord also knew that, after the final plague, Pharaoh would release the Israelites.

In Exodus 12:5-7 we see that God told the people to take a sheep or goat that was one year old with no defects.  All of the Israelites were supposed to kill their animal at twilight and put some of the blood on the sides and tops of the door-frames of the houses.
Exodus 12:29-36

29  And it came to pass at midnight that the LORD struck all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of livestock.

30  So Pharaoh rose in the night, he, all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was not a house where there was not one dead.

31  Then he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, "Rise, go out from among my people, both you and the children of Israel. And go, serve the LORD as you have said.

32  "Also take your flocks and your herds, as you have said, and be gone; and bless me also."

33  And the Egyptians urged the people, that they might send them out of the land in haste. For they said, "We shall all be dead."

34  So the people took their dough before it was leavened, having their kneading bowls bound up in their clothes on their shoulders.

35  Now the children of Israel had done according to the word of Moses, and they had asked from the Egyptians articles of silver, articles of gold, and clothing.

36  And the LORD had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they granted them what they requested. Thus they plundered the Egyptians.

Who died?

What was Pharaoh’s response and how did the Egyptians respond to the Israelites?

Exodus 13:17, 18 - Then it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God did not lead them by way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, "Lest perhaps the people change their minds when they see war, and return to Egypt."   So God led the people around by way of the wilderness of the Red Sea. And the children of Israel went up in orderly ranks out of the land of Egypt.

Which way did God lead the children of Israel and why? 

When the Israelites first went to Egypt, there were only 70 of them.  Now, 430 years later, there are probably about 2.5 million Israelites.

Exodus 13:21, 22 - And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so as to go by day and night.  He did not take away the pillar of cloud by day or the pillar of fire by night from before the people.

How did God lead the children of Israel by day and night?

God loved the Israelites and took care of them.  They needed the Lord to direct them.  The Lord planned on entrusting His Word to the Israelites to give to the world.

Exodus 14:5-7

5  Now it was told the king of Egypt that the people had fled, and the heart of Pharaoh and his servants was turned against the people; and they said, "Why have we done this, that we have let Israel go from serving us?"

6  So he made ready his chariot and took his people with him.

7  Also, he took six hundred choice chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt with captains over every one of them.

What did Pharaoh decide to do and who did Pharaoh take with him?

Exodus 14:10-14

10  And when Pharaoh drew near, the children of Israel lifted their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians marched after them. So they were very afraid, and the children of Israel cried out to the LORD.

11  Then they said to Moses, "Because there were no graves in Egypt, have you taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why have you so dealt with us, to bring us up out of Egypt?

12  "Is this not the word that we told you in Egypt, saying, ‘Let us alone that we may serve the Egyptians?’ For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than that we should die in the wilderness."

13  And Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which He will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever.

14  "The LORD will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace."

What was the Israelite’s reaction?  Were the Israelites trusting in God?  What did Moses tell them?

The Israelites could not save themselves.  The sea was in front of them, mountains were around them, and their enemies were behind them.  The Israelites had seen all the great and mighty things the Lord had done in Egypt, but they still did not trust in the Lord.  Even though the Israelites sinned and did not trust in the Lord, He was merciful and planned to deliver them.  It is the same with us.  We cannot make things right between us and God by things we do.  Only God can save us from everlasting punishment.

God told Moses to stretch out his rod over the water.  The water separated so there was dry ground, and the children of Israel walked through the sea.  When they Egyptians saw this, they started to cross the sea on the path of dry ground.
Exodus 14:26-31

26  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the waters may come back upon the Egyptians, on their chariots, and on their horsemen."

27  And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and when the morning appeared, the sea returned to its full depth, while the Egyptians were fleeing into it. So the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea.

28  Then the waters returned and covered the chariots, the horsemen, and all the army of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them. Not so much as one of them remained.

29  But the children of Israel had walked on dry land in the midst of the sea, and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.

30  So the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore.

31  Thus Israel saw the great work which the LORD had done in Egypt; so the people feared the LORD, and believed the LORD and His servant Moses.

What happened to the Egyptians?

What was the reaction of the children of Israel when they saw God's power?
