Lesson 8 – The Ten Commandments and the Tabernacle

In Exodus 19:1-2, we see that 3 months had passed since the Israelites left Egypt.  God led them to the Desert of Sinai and had them camp in front of Mount Sinai.  Mount Sinai is the same place that we read about in Exodus 3:12 where Moses saw the burning bush (also called Mount Horeb).

Exodus 3:12 - So He said, "I will certainly be with you. And this shall be a sign to you that I have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain."

What had God promised to Moses in this verse and was this promise fulfilled?

Does God always keep His promises?  Why?
Exodus 19:5-8

5  ‘Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine.

6  ‘And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to the children of Israel."

7  So Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before them all these words which the LORD commanded him.

8  Then all the people answered together and said, "All that the LORD has spoken we will do." So Moses brought back the words of the people to the LORD.

What did the children of Israel have to do in order to be God’s treasured possession?

What was the response of the children of Israel?

Exodus 19:9-13

9  And the LORD said to Moses, "Behold, I come to you in the thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with you, and believe you forever." So Moses told the words of the people to the LORD.

10  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their clothes.

11  "And let them be ready for the third day. For on the third day the LORD will come down upon Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people.

12  "You shall set bounds for the people all around, saying, ‘Take heed to yourselves that you do not go up to the mountain or touch its base. Whoever touches the mountain shall surely be put to death.

13  ‘Not a hand shall touch him, but he shall surely be stoned or shot with an arrow; whether man or beast, he shall not live.’ When the trumpet sounds long, they shall come near the mountain."

How would God show His glory to the people?

What did God want them to do to get ready and how many days did they have to get ready?

Where were they not allowed to go?

Why did the people have to be separated from God?

Exodus 19:16 - Then it came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there were thunderings and lightnings, and a thick cloud on the mountain; and the sound of the trumpet was very loud, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled.

What was the people's reaction?

It is not surprising that the people were frightened when God spoke to them.  How would you feel if God were to show Himself like this to you?  The lightening, fire, thick cloud, and earthquake were to show the Israelites that God is almighty and a God of wrath who hates and punishes all sin.

Exodus 20:1, 2 - And God spoke all these words, saying:  "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.

The First Commandment – "You shall have no other gods before Me (verse 3).
The Second  Commandment - "You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments (verses 4-6).
The Third Commandment - "You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain (verse 7).

The Fourth Commandment - "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.  Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates.  For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it (verses 8-11).

The Fifth Commandment - "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the LORD your God is giving you (verse 12).

The Sixth Commandment -  "You shall not murder (verse 13).
The Seventh Commandment - "You shall not commit adultery (verse 14).
The Eighth Commandment - "You shall not steal (verse 15).
The Ninth Commandment - "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor (verse 16).

The Tenth Commandment - "You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor’s (verse 17)."

How many commandments does a person have to disobey to be punished? 
Did God know that the children of Israel couldn't obey His laws perfectly?

What was God teaching the children of Israel by giving them the laws?

Will God accept people who do their best to obey as many of the laws as possible?

How many times did Adam and Eve disobey God before they were put out of the Garden of Eden?

What is the punishment for the sin we commit?

Exodus 24:12 - Then the LORD said to Moses, "Come up to Me on the mountain and be there; and I will give you tablets of stone, and the law and commandments which I have written, that you may teach them."

What did God give to Moses?

Why do you think God gave a written copy when He already gave the commandments orally?

If the Israelites obeyed the commandments, God promised to be with them, protect them, and give them what they needed.  But, if they disobeyed the commandments, the punishment was death.  The Lord knew that the Israelites couldn't obey the commandments all the time.  God knew that unless He gave them a way of escape, He'd have to punish all of them.  Now, let's look at God's plan to make a way of escape for the people.

Exodus 25:8, 9 - "And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.  "According to all that I show you, that is, the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings, just so you shall make it.

The Hebrew word "tabernacle" means: tent, dwelling place, or home.

Why did God want the Israelites to build a tabernacle?

Who told the Israelites exactly how He wanted the tabernacle built?

Can we do things our own way and please God?

We see that there were two special rooms that God told the Israelites to make in the tabernacle.  They were the "holy place" and the "most holy place."  The "holy place" was a place set apart by God and used only for God (remember that "holy" means set apart).  Because God is perfect and righteous, He needs to be "set apart" from sinners.  This special room was only used by special men whose job was to serve God.  The "most holy place" was even more important than the "holy place."  It is sometimes called the "holy of holies."  God's presence was inside of this room and the high priest was the only one allowed to go into this room and he only went into the room once a year.
If God's presence was in this special room called the "most holy place," was He also able to be everywhere else at the same time?
In Exodus 25, God gives instructions for making a special box.  This special box was called the "ark of the covenant."  It was to be kept in the "most holy place."  The Ten Commandments were supposed to be placed inside of this box.  The lid for the box was called the "mercy seat." This is where God promised to live with the Israelites and show them mercy.

Exodus 26:31-33
31  "You shall make a veil woven of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen. It shall be woven with an artistic design of cherubim.

32  "You shall hang it upon the four pillars of acacia wood overlaid with gold. Their hooks shall be gold, upon four sockets of silver.

33  "And you shall hang the veil from the clasps. Then you shall bring the ark of the Testimony in there, behind the veil. The veil shall be a divider for you between the holy place and the Most Holy.

What did the curtain separate?

Why were the Israelites separated from God?

Exodus 27:1 - "You shall make an altar of acacia wood, five cubits long and five cubits wide—the altar shall be square—and its height shall be three cubits.

What is another object that the Israelites were supposed to make?

When a person wanted to approach God, his first step was to bring a burnt offering to God.  He gave the offering to God as a symbol that he knew he deserved to die because of his sin, but he was asking God to accept the animal's death instead.

Leviticus 1:1-5

1  Now the LORD called to Moses, and spoke to him from the tabernacle of meeting, saying,

2  "Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: ‘When any one of you brings an offering to the LORD, you shall bring your offering of the livestock—of the herd and of the flock.

3  ‘If his offering is a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish; he shall offer it of his own free will at the door of the tabernacle of meeting before the LORD.

4  ‘Then he shall put his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be accepted on his behalf to make atonement for him.

5  ‘He shall kill the bull before the LORD; and the priests, Aaron’s sons, shall bring the blood and sprinkle the blood all around on the altar that is by the door of the tabernacle of meeting.

What did God say about what kind of animal it needed to be?

How did the animal have to be killed?

God chose Aaron’s family to be the priests for the tabernacle.  Aaron was chosen by God to be the high priest, so once a year he was allowed to go into the "most holy place" with the blood of an animal that had been sacrificed.  If anyone else had gone into that special room, they would have died.

Leviticus 16:2-3; 34

2  and the LORD said to Moses: "Tell Aaron your brother not to come at just any time into the Holy Place inside the veil, before the mercy seat which is on the ark, lest he die; for I will appear in the cloud above the mercy seat.

3  "Thus Aaron shall come into the Holy Place: with the blood of a young bull as a sin offering, and of a ram as a burnt offering.

34  "This shall be an everlasting statute for you, to make atonement for the children of Israel, for all their sins, once a year." And he did as the LORD commanded Moses.

When Aaron went into the "most holy place," he had to sprinkle the blood of an animal on the mercy seat.  Aaron had to obey the exact commands that God gave him or he would die.  If Aaron and the Israelites obeyed what God told them, God would forgive Israel’s sins for the past year.  If the people believed God's words and did what God told them to do, He would accept their offering of the animal as a blood sacrifice for their sins.

Exodus 39:42 - According to all that the LORD had commanded Moses, so the children of Israel did all the work.
Did the Israelites do what God told them to?

Was it important to do exactly what God told them to do?

Exodus 40:34, 35 - Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.  And Moses was not able to enter the tabernacle of meeting, because the cloud rested above it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.

God's presence now came to the Israelites. Because the blood of animals cannot pay the punishment for sins, Aaron had to go into the "most holy place" every year.  This action always had to be repeated.

How are we like the Israelites?

Can we decide the way we want to come to God?
