Lesson 9 – Israel’s Basic History Before Christ
The Israelites followed the cloud to the edge of the land God had promised them.  The people in that land were very wicked, so God planned to destroy them and give the land to the Israelites.  God is loving, merciful, and gracious; but He is also holy and righteous and must judge sin.
In Numbers 13, we see that God told Moses to send out one man from each tribe of Israel to explore the land of Canaan.  After 40 days, the spies returned with fruit from the land.  They told the Israelites that the land was good but that the people and the cities on the land were great and powerful.  Ten of the men said that it was not possible to take the land.  But two of the men (Joshua and Caleb) said that it did not matter that the people and cities were great and powerful because God was on their side.  Whose report do you think the people believed?
Numbers 14:1-4

1   That night all the people of the community raised their voices and wept aloud.

2  All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, "If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this desert!

3  Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt?"

4  And they said to each other, "We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt."

Did the people think that it was a good idea to go into the land that God had promised to give to them?

What did the people want to do in verse 4?

In Numbers 14, we see that Moses, Aaron, Joshua, and Caleb pleaded with the Israelites to believe that God would give them the land just as He said He would.  The people did not listen to them and they wanted to stone them. God was very angry with the people for their grumbling.  He killed the 10 men who gave the bad report and He decides to kill all of the Israelites over the age of 20 who grumbled.  God said that he would kill these people over the next 40 years as the people wandered in the desert.  The people responded by organizing themselves to fight the Amalekites.  But the Lord was not with them and they lost the battle.
Joshua 1:1, 2 - After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ assistant:  "Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them—to the Israelites….”
Joshua 11:23 - So Joshua took the entire land, just as the LORD had directed Moses, and he gave it as an inheritance to Israel according to their tribal divisions. Then the land had rest from war.
Who led the children of Israel into Canaan?

How much of the land of Canaan did Joshua and the children of Israel conquer?

How did the children of Israel divide the land?

During the time of Joshua’s rule, the people of Israel trusted in God, but after Joshua’s death, the people did evil and worshipped Baal and other gods.  Notice that the children of Israel followed the gods of their neighbors.  God had commanded the people to destroy all the Canaanites, but the people allowed some of the Canaanites to stay, so the children of Israel were influenced easily by those pagan people around them.

Joshua 23:16 - If you violate the covenant of the LORD your God, which he commanded you, and go and serve other gods and bow down to them, the LORD’s anger will burn against you, and you will quickly perish from the good land he has given you."

Judges 2:14-15 - In his anger against Israel the LORD handed them over to raiders who plundered them. He sold them to their enemies all around, whom they were no longer able to resist.  Whenever Israel went out to fight, the hand of the LORD was against them to defeat them, just as he had sworn to them. They were in great distress.

Was God happy with the children of Israel?

What happened to the children of Israel?

Does God ever forget the promises He makes?

Judges 2:16-19

16  Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hands of these raiders.

17  Yet they would not listen to their judges but prostituted themselves to other gods and worshipped them. Unlike their fathers, they quickly turned from the way in which their fathers had walked, the way of obedience to the LORD’s commands.

18  Whenever the LORD raised up a judge for them, he was with the judge and saved them out of the hands of their enemies as long as the judge lived; for the LORD had compassion on them as they groaned under those who oppressed and afflicted them.

19  But when the judge died, the people returned to ways even more corrupt than those of their fathers, following other gods and serving and worshipping them. They refused to give up their evil practices and stubborn ways.

What did God do when the children of Israel repented and called to Him for help?

What happened as long as the judge was alive?

What happened after the judge died?

Remember that God stays faithful even if we aren’t faithful to Him.  He will punish sin, but He won’t forget His promises.  The children of Israel were God’s special people that He had chosen to send the Savior through.  Through the children of Israel, the world would know about God.  What we know about God today from the Old Testament was written by some of the children of Israel.  God used these people in a very special way.  Israel was the most fortunate nation in the world because their king was God.  But Israel rejected God as their king and wanted a human king like the other nations around them.  God gave the people what they wanted and as a result, many different kings ruled over the children of Israel.

Some of these kings believed in God and trusted in Him, but most of them did not.  They worshipped other gods and led the people to disobey God and follow other gods.  Archeologists have found many things from the reigns of different kings.  Everything that has been found supports what the Bible says about those kings - it shows us again that the history that the Bible teaches us is completely accurate.  The greatest and best-known king in Israel was David.  David was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned for forty years.  David was also one of God’s prophets.  God used him to write many things in the Bible.  David wrote many of the Psalms which praise God for His love and mercy.  Before David became a king he was a shepherd.  David used his knowledge of sheep and a shepherd in some of his psalms.  God compares us to sheep - we are like sheep that need a shepherd.  The Lord is compared to a shepherd - He is our Good Shepherd.
David wanted to build a temple for the Lord during his rule, but the Lord told him that his son would be the one to build it.  David then prepared the necessary materials to help his son.  God made the below promise to David:
II Samuel 7:12-16
12  When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom.

13  He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom for ever.

14  I will be his father, and he shall be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of men, with floggings inflicted by men.

15  But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you.

16  Your house and your kingdom shall endure for ever before me; your throne shall be established for ever.’"

The new house of God was called the temple.  Remember the house of God that was built of animal skins and cloth was called the tabernacle.  The temple had the same 2 inner rooms and furniture that the tabernacle had.  There was a thick curtain that hung between the holy place and the holy of holies (or the most holy place).  The Lord’s glory was in the temple just as it had been in the tabernacle.

After Solomon died, the nation of Israel argued over who should be the king, so they split into two different kingdoms.  The 10 northern kingdoms were called Israel, and the 2 southern kingdoms were called Judah.

God is the Creator of everything.  He loves man and wants people to be delivered from the power of Satan, sin, and death.  Since the beginning, God has spoken to people so they would know what His will for their lives is.  God spoke through His messengers to Israel and Judah to teach the Israelites His ways and to warn the people of His judgment on sin.  God also sent some of His messengers to other nations near the land of Israel.  These messengers were called prophets.  Some of the most well-known prophets of the Lord were Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel.  We also find the names of other prophets used as titles of books of the Old Testament.  God used these men to write some of the Old Testament.  God’s prophets told the people to repent (“a change of mind” - to agree with God about their sin), to destroy their idols and to trust only in the Lord.   The people were worshipping in the temple and also worshipping idols.  God told them they had to choose between the two - they couldn’t do both.  Those who worship God must worship Him with their whole hearts and the way God tells them to worship. God will not accept worship from anyone who worships anything or anyone else.

Why can God tell us exactly how to worship Him?

Isn’t it okay for you to believe in any god, as long as you believe that there is a god?

In the end, will all people who believe in something supernatural escape punishment?

Isaiah the prophet in Isaiah 10:5-6 warned Israel (the northern 10 tribes) that the Lord would send the Assyrians to fight against them and capture them if they didn’t repent.  God’s prophets reminded the Israelites of God’s laws.  The prophets also told the people that the Lord said He would punish them if they did not repent.  God would use the Israelites’ enemies to conquer them and then take them to foreign lands to work as slaves.

In Isaiah 10:12, God said He would also punish Israel’s enemies after they were used by God to conquer the Israelites.  Jeremiah the prophet warned Jerusalem and Judah that the Lord would send the Babylonians to destroy them.  God has not changed today!  He is our Creator and will punish all those who worship or serve anything or anyone besides Him.

By this time in the Bible, thousands of years have passed since God promised Adam and Eve that He would send a Savior to destroy Satan and deliver man.
Will God forget the promises that He makes?

Because of the Israelites’ great sins, do you think God would decide to not send a Savior?

Remember, God knows everything before it happens.  Nothing surprises God.  Even though many of the Israelites were not interested in God’s will at this time and didn't trust in His promises, God did not abandon His plan to send the Savior.  Remember, God is love!  He does not enjoy punishing people.

There were always some Israelites who believed God and His prophets, but the majority of them refused to believe.  They persecuted and killed God’s prophets.  Some of these people continued to go to the temple and offer sacrifices, but they didn’t obey God in their everyday living.  God didn’t accept these people because He could see their hearts.  We cannot fool God by our outward actions.  God says that all people are sinners.  None of us can please God by ourselves.

Jeremiah 6:13, 14

13  "From the least to the greatest, all are greedy for gain; prophets and priests alike, all practise deceit.

14  They dress the wound of my people as though it were not serious. ‘Peace, peace,’ they say, when there is no peace.

Besides God’s prophets in Israel, there were also false prophets who spoke lies to the Israelites.  They said they were God’s prophets, but they were actually Satan’s prophets.  They spoke lies and said that God would not punish them and everything would be all right - other nations wouldn’t conquer the Israelites.

There are many “false prophets” around today that are telling people that there is no God or that God’s Word isn’t true.  Some say that God won’t punish sin and that there is no Hell.  Remember that a person who tries to come to God in any other way except the way that God has told him to come, will be punished forever.  We cannot come to God unless we come the way He tells us to come.

Because Israel wouldn’t believe and repent, we see that in II Kings 17:1-8 that God allowed the Assyrians to conquer the northern 10 tribes and take them away as captives.  The Israelites were taken away to other countries to live.  These “foreign” people worshipped idols and didn’t know the one true God.  Many of the Israelites married these people from other countries.  The descendants of these mixed marriages were called “Samaritans.”  These people continued to worship God in their own way and not the way God told them to, and they wouldn’t go to God’s temple in Jerusalem.  So, God refused to accept their worship.

Judah (the two southern tribes and the people in Jerusalem) didn’t repent either, so in II Kings 25:1-12, God allowed the Babylonians to conquer them and take them away to their own country.  The Babylonians smashed down the stone walls of Jerusalem and tore down and burned the temple of God which King Solomon had built.  God did what He warned the Israelites He would do if they didn’t repent.  They didn’t believe Him, so He punished them.  All unbelievers will be punished by God forever.

After many years, the people of Judah who were in Babylon repented and asked the Lord to let them go back to their land.  The Lord listened to their cries and He brought back many of the people to Jerusalem.  They rebuilt Jerusalem and the stone walls around the city.  They also rebuilt the temple.  The Israelites who returned were given a new name - Jews.  They are still called by this name today.  This name is probably taken from the word Judah.  The Jews continued to worship the Lord and go to the temple, but many did not worship with their hearts.  They really didn’t believe they were sinners and that they needed God.

The Lord punished the Jews again by allowing other nations to conquer them.  The Greeks took control of the Jew’s country and taught them to speak the Greek language.  God, in His sovereignty, was going to use the Greek language to spread His Word over much of the civilized world.  After a time, the Romans defeated the Greeks and they took control of the Jews and their land.  The Romans ruled over the Jews and made them pay taxes.  If anyone disobeyed the Roman laws, he was strictly punished.  The Romans killed many Jews with swords, spears, or by crucifixion.  The Roman leader, Caesar, appointed men to rule for him over the different countries that he conquered.  The Romans worshipped many false gods along with their leader, Caesar.  The Romans allowed the Jews to continue to worship the Lord by going to the temple.

Again, God in His sovereignty was going to use the Roman rule to help spread the truth about God.  The Romans built many excellent roads that connected the huge Roman Empire.  God was preparing a way for His Word to be carried around the lands.  God cared about people in other lands and wanted them to know about Him also.

During these times, the Jews built meeting houses called synagogues where they could read and teach the Old Testament Scriptures.  Because of persecution and captivity, the Jewish people were at this time in many different countries.  Synagogues were built not only in most of the cities and towns in Israel but also cities in Asia Minor, Greece, Persia, and North Africa.

On the last day of the week (the Sabbath), the Jews met in their synagogues and the Jewish religious leaders would read and explain the teachings of Moses and the prophets.  Many times, their explanations were not exactly the way God had spoken and had the men write down in the Bible.  The majority of Jews went to the temple, but many did not really trust in the Lord or obey his commands.  They were meeting as a part of their cultural duties and habits.  They were not all worshipping God from their hearts, but there were always a small number who believed in God’s Word given through His prophets.  They trusted in God and tried to follow His commands.  The Lord accepted them because of their faith in Him.  They were like Abel, Noah, and Abraham because they realized they were sinners and trusted in the Lord for His mercy and forgiveness.  These people were waiting for the Savior whom God had promised to send.  Thousands of years had passed since the promise, but they trusted in the promises of God.
