Lesson 10 - The Birth of John and Jesus
The last prophet to speak for God was a man called Malachi.  The last book we find in the Old Testament is named for him.

Malachi 3:1 - "Behold, I send My messenger, And he will prepare the way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, Will suddenly come to His temple, Even the Messenger of the covenant, In whom you delight. Behold, He is coming," Says the LORD of hosts.

Malachi reminded the Jews that God’s promised Savior would come to save them.  He also told them that before the Savior came, God would first send another prophet.  This prophet’s work would be to teach the people so that they would be ready for the coming Savior.  After Malachi was written, 400 years passed (“the silent years”) during which God didn’t speak through any prophet.  Even though God seemed to be “silent,” we see that He was still working in many different situations to prepare the way for the Savior.  
In Luke 1, we read about a couple named Zechariah and Elizabeth.  They were both elderly.  Even though they wanted children, God did not bless them with any children.  Zechariah was a priest.  One day when Zechariah was in the temple burning incense, an angel appeared to him and told him that Elizabeth was going to have a son.  The angel told Zachariah to name him John.  Zachariah’s son would be the prophet who would prepare the people to receive the coming Savior.  The angel said that this prophet would go ahead of the Savior and call the Savior “the Lord.”  The coming Savior of men was going to be God Himself.

Luke 1:26-33
26  Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth,

27  to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.

28  And having come in, the angel said to her, "Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!"

29  But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this was.

30  Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.

31  "And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS.

32  "He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David.

33  "And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end."

Where did Mary live and what was her marital status?

What did the angel of God tell Mary would happen?

Remember that God is sovereign.  He doesn’t need to ask anyone or answer to anyone about what He chooses to do.  Mary’s son was going to be the promised Savior.  His name was going to be Jesus which means Savior.  God had never forgotten his promise to send a Savior.  He loved the world and wanted sinners to be delivered from the punishment they deserved.  
Isaiah 9:6, 7 – For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.
As the Son of God, Jesus had many different names.  Jesus was His name as a man - His human name.   We studied the Trinity in the beginning of the lessons about the Bible.  Jesus is God the Son.  He had to be fully God and fully man.

Luke 1:34, 35 - Then Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I do not know a man?"  And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.

What question did Mary ask the angel?

Who did the angel say would give Mary the child and who would the child’s father be as a result of this?

All descendants of Adam are sinful.  Every person in the world has inherited Adam’s sin.  Not one is holy and righteous.  Therefore, Jesus was born without a human father so He would be born sinless.  Jesus’ Father is God.  God is perfect and holy, without sin.  Jesus did not inherit Adam’s sinfulness, instead He was born the perfect Son of God - holy and sinless.

Luke 1:36-38

36  "Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren.

37  "For with God nothing will be impossible."

38  Then Mary said, "Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word." And the angel departed from her.

What does Elizabeth’s pregnancy teach us about God?

Was it difficult for God to give an old woman and a virgin a child?  Why or why not?
As we studied in the Old Testament, when God makes a promise, He will fulfill it.  Sometimes a promise seems impossible to man, but nothing is too difficult for God.  Sometimes the promises are fulfilled within a week, sometimes within months, and sometimes the promises are fulfilled after thousands of years as we see in the case of Jesus’ birth.  But, we know that God will fulfill every promise - down to every last detail.  Elizabeth gave birth to a son just like the angel said, and he was named John.  His father then gave this prophecy:
Luke 1:67-79

67  Now his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying:

68  "Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and redeemed His people,

69  And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of His servant David,

70  As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, Who have been since the world began,

71  That we should be saved from our enemies And from the hand of all who hate us, 
72  To perform the mercy promised to our fathers And to remember His holy covenant,

73  The oath which He swore to our father Abraham:

74  To grant us that we, Being delivered from the hand of our enemies, Might serve Him without fear,

75  In holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our life.

76  "And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest; For you will go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways,

77  To give knowledge of salvation to His people By the remission of their sins,

78  Through the tender mercy of our God, With which the Dayspring from on high has visited us;

79  To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, To guide our feet into the way of peace."

Who is Zachariah talking about and what would this Individual do for mankind?

What did Zachariah say about his own son (verse 76)?
What would the Savior do (verse 77)?
What does God compare the Savior’s coming to?

God made a way out of darkness.  Since the time of Adam and Eve, man had been in darkness (the darkness of sin).  The Savior would come and be a light to all people.  Satan likes people to trust in their riches, their power, their intellect and their talents.  He likes people to think that they are great enough to save themselves.  Even if a person was known all over the world as being the most clever, the richest or the most talented, he could still never save himself from the penalty of sin and eternal death.  Only God can do that!  God is the only Savior of men.

Matthew 1:1, 2 –  The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham:  Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers.

Who was Jesus a descendant of?

Had God promised that Jesus would be a descendant of these families?

Jesus was also to be called “Christ.”  Christ is a Greek word that means “Anointed One” - one set apart by God for special duties.  Christ is also the Greek translation of the Hebrew word “Messiah.”  Christ was set apart to do three special duties or to hold three high offices: God’s Prophet, Priest, and King

As God’s Prophet, Jesus was going to be sent into the world to tell God’s way for people to be delivered from Satan, sin, and eternal punishment.

As God’s Priest, Jesus would serve as the final and great High Priest.  Remember that the High Priest took the blood of animals into the Most Holy Place once a year so the sins of the people could be forgiven.

As God’s King, Jesus was going to become the ruling King as a descendant of King David.

Only Jesus was promised by God to be the Christ, the Anointed One.  No one else can rightfully claim this position.  Jesus was promised by God to be the only Savior of sinners.  God was only going to send one Savior - that was/is Jesus Christ.

Matthew 1:18, 19 - Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was engaged to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit.  Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly.

What was the relationship between Joseph and Mary?

Did Joseph know that the baby was not his own child?

What could Joseph have done to Mary (Deuteronomy 22:21)?

What did Joseph decide to do with Mary?

Matthew 1:20, 21 - But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  "And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins."

What did the angel tell Joseph to do?

What did the angel tell Joseph that Jesus would do?

Remember that Jesus was born into this world to save sinners from God’s punishment for their sins.  He came to save all of those people who agree with God that they are sinners who need a Savior.

Matthew 1:22, 23 - So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: "Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel," which is translated, "God with us."

What does this verse tell us about God’s prophecy in the Old Testament (Isaiah 7:14)?

Because Jesus was God and man, He had many names or titles.  Another one of His names was Immanuel which means “God with us.”  This name tells us that Jesus was God Himself who came to earth to be born as a child and live with people in this world.  Jesus is the only Savior and He is also God.  Remember that we learned the Trinity is three persons in one.  Jesus Christ is God the Son.
Matthew 1:24, 25 – Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife,  and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name JESUS.

What did Joseph do?

In Matthew 2, we see that wise men from the East came to Jerusalem and asked King Herod where the king of the Jews was so they could worship him.  Herod was disturbed by this news because he was the king.  He then asked the religious leaders and they told him where the scriptures said that Christ was going to be born.  Herod then told the wise men the city and told them to tell him once they found the child.  The wise men found the child and worshipped Him, but were warned by God in a dream not to tell Herod where He was.  Herod was upset about this and commanded all of the boys in Israel who were 2 years old and under to be killed.  The Lord warned Joseph in a dream to move his family to Egypt.  They stayed there until God told him that it was okay to return to Israel.
Herod nor any other power could stop God from carrying out His plan to save people from their sins.    Jesus would not die until it was God’s plan.

Luke 2:52 - And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.

Even though Jesus was God, He was also a real human with a human body.  He grew from a boy to a man.  Jesus could only be the Savior of men if He was a man Himself.  Jesus grew to be a wise man.  Jesus’ character was like God’s.  He was holy and sinless.  He always kept His promises.  He was faithful in everything He did.  He was completely righteous.  His knowledge was perfect.  He was merciful and gracious, completely loving and kind.  It’s no surprise that Jesus found favor with God and man!

