Lesson 11 – Baptism, Temptation, and the Beginning of Ministry
God sent John to announce the coming of the Savior.  John was God’s prophet used to prepare the Jews to receive the Savior.  God made sure that John gave a message that would command the people’s attention.  We already studied John’s birth.  Now we will look at his adult life.

Matthew 3:1-6

1  In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea,

2  and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!"

3  For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: "The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.’"

4  And John himself was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey.

5  Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him

6  and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins.

What was the message that John was preaching?
Why was John sent to the world (Isaiah 40:3)?

Did many people believe the words of God that John was telling them?

When John used the word “repent” he meant that the people needed to change their attitude about themselves and sin.  They had to change their minds in preparation for the coming Savior.  The people needed to understand and agree that God is the only true God and they must serve and worship Him completely, they had sinned against God by disobeying His laws and they couldn’t do anything to make themselves acceptable to Him, and all sin is against God and God hates sin and will always punish it by separating the sinner from Himself in the everlasting fire.

When a person was baptized, it was a sign to everyone else that the person agreed with God that he deserved death for his sins and that he believed that God would send a Savior to save him.  Baptism has the idea of identification.  It’s an outward act that shows inner repentance.  Baptism doesn’t make God accept us.  Baptism cannot pay the punishment that we deserve for our sins.  The payment of sin is always death.  Baptism is just a sign to show others that we agree with God’s message and we are trusting only in Him to save us.

Matthew 3:7 - But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, "Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

Some other leaders of the Jews were called Pharisees.  These men tried to please God and be accepted by Him by obeying many different rules that they had written themselves - they had added to God’s Word. For them, traditions were very important.  They didn’t think that they were sinners like other people.  They kept themselves separate from other people who weren’t Pharisees.  They were proud and thought that God would accept them because of all the things they were doing.

Some of the other leaders of the Jews were called Sadducees.  They went to the temple and claimed to worship God, but they did not believe many of the things that were written in God’s Word.  These men took away parts of God’s Word.  These men didn’t believe in the existence of angels, the resurrection from the dead, and most of the information in the Old Testament except the first five books of God’s Word.  These people were very interested in keeping a good standing with the Roman government while also being leaders of the Jews.  They didn’t really trust God from their hearts.
All that Moses and the prophets had written were on papers called scrolls.  The men who copied these scrolls were called “scribes.”  They were also called “lawyers” and “teachers of the Law” because they were suppose to know and be able to explain the real meaning of the words of God.  Many of these men were very proud because of their learning.  They thought God was happy with them just because they could remember and explain the teachings of the words of God.  
Matthew 3:8, 9 - "Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, "and do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones.

What did John say that these men needed to show their true repentance?

Would God accept the people because they were descendants of Abraham?

Some people think that they will be accepted by God because of their parent’s faith or because they go to church or go through some kind of ceremony.  No one is accepted by God because of these things.  God judges everyone individually - not by family, church group or works.  In this verse, the people were told that in themselves they had nothing they could be proud of because God can do anything He wants to do.

Luke 3:23 - Now Jesus Himself began His ministry at about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, the son of Heli,

About how old was Jesus when He started His public ministry?

Matthew 3:13-17
13  Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him.

14  And John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?"

15  But Jesus answered and said to him, "Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he allowed Him.

16  When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him.

17  And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."

What did Jesus ask John to do?

What was John’s first response?

Who spoke from heaven and what did the voice from heaven say?

Although Jesus wanted to be baptized, it was not because He was a sinner and needed a Savior.  Jesus was born perfect.  He agreed with God about everything and never needed to repent.  Jesus wanted to be baptized to be an example to the Jews.  If Jesus wasn’t baptized, people might have thought that Jesus didn’t agree with God’s commands or they might have thought that Jesus did not believe that John had been sent by God.

Remember, Jesus was a man, but He was also the Son of God who had come down from heaven.  God was completely satisfied with Jesus.  Jesus was the only man who did everything that pleased God.  Because Jesus was without sin and was completely holy and righteous, He was perfect in God’s sight and God was happy with Him.

After Jesus was baptized, Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit into the desert to be tempted by Satan.  Before Satan had come, Jesus fasted for 40 days and was very hungry.  
God created Lucifer perfect, but Lucifer made a choice to rebel against God.  Since then, Satan (also known as the Devil) has been continually evil.  Satan tempted Adam and Eve to rebel against God.  Now Satan was trying to tempt Jesus to rebel against God.  Satan wanted to bring Jesus under his control so He couldn’t be our Savior.
Matthew 4:3, 4 - Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, "If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread." But He answered and said, "It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’"

What was the first temptation?

What was Jesus’ answer (Deuteronomy 8:3)?

Although we need food to keep our bodies alive, God says there’s something much more important than food.  We need God’s Word to show us truth and the way to everlasting life.

Matthew 4:5-7
5  Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple,

6  and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’ and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’"

7  Jesus said to him, "It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the LORD your God.’"
What was the second temptation (Psalms 91:11, 12)?

What was Jesus’ answer (Deuteronomy 6:16)?

Satan also knows the words of God, but He uses them in the wrong way.  He twists God’s words in order to trick people.  Remember how Satan tricked Eve?  Satan is a liar and deceiver.  Jesus did not have to test God to see if He would take care of Himself.  God had promised to take care of His Son, so Jesus just trusted in His Father’s words.

Matthew 4:8-11
8  Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.

9  And he said to Him, "All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me."

10  Then Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.’"

11  Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him.

What was the third temptation?

What was Jesus’ answer (Deuteronomy 10:20)?

What did Satan do after the third temptation and who came and cared for Christ?
Satan is the god of the world (II Corinthians 4:4).  When Adam rebelled against God and followed Satan, Satan gained influence over the minds of the people of the world so he could lead them to do the evil things he had planned. Satan tried to get Jesus to worship him, but Jesus defeated Satan by telling him what God really says in the Bible.  Jesus did not change God’s words like Satan did. Jesus did not obey Satan like Adam did in the Garden of Eden.  Jesus knew, loved, and obeyed God His Father.  Jesus is greater than Satan because Jesus is God.  In the beginning He created Satan (as Lucifer).  Jesus will one day throw Satan and all his followers into the Lake of Fire which God has prepared.

Many times people think about there being a “battle” between good and evil and people see it as a horizontal battle, but God’s Word tells us that God is the supreme ruler over all and that He is the Creator of all.  God is a spirit and Jesus came to earth as God in a human body.  On earth, Jesus resisted Satan’s temptations and showed His power over Satan.  People need to realize that the “battle” is a vertical battle.  God is completely superior to Satan in every way and there is no way that Satan can win the fight.  This is what God tells us in His Word.  Satan tried many other times to tempt Jesus to disobey God after this.  Satan tempted Jesus with every temptation people have ever faced (Hebrews 4:15).

Mark 1:14, 15 - Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel."

What happened to John?

Who started preaching in Galilee and what was His message?
Mark 1:21, 22 - Then they (Jesus and His disciples) went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath He entered the synagogue and taught.  And they were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.
What was the response of the people and whose teaching did they compare His with?

Mark 1:23-28

23  Now there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit. And he cried out,

24  saying, "Let us alone! What have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? I know who You are—the Holy One of God!"

25  But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be quiet, and come out of him!"

26  And when the unclean spirit had convulsed him and cried out with a loud voice, he came out of him.

27  Then they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, "What is this? What new doctrine is this? For with authority He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him."

28  And immediately His fame spread throughout all the region around Galilee.

What did the man with the unclean spirit say to Jesus and what was Jesus’ response?
What happened to the demon and what was the people’s response?
Demons are angels who long ago rebelled against God and followed Satan.  They like to live in and control people who are children of Satan.  Satan and the demons know that Jesus is God, their Creator.  They know He is perfect and hates sin.  This demon knew that he would be destroyed.  Jesus told the demon to “be quiet.”  Jesus didn’t want the demons telling people about Him.  Satan is a liar and Jesus came to speak the truth.  Jesus Himself and his followers would tell people God’s truth.

Mark 1:34-39

34  and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew who he was.

35  Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.

36  Simon and his companions went to look for him,

37  and when they found him, they exclaimed: "Everyone is looking for you!"

38  Jesus replied, "Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages—so that I can preach there also. That is why I have come."

39  So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons.

What were some of the things Jesus’ did in His ministry?

What did Jesus do in the early morning?

What did Jesus tell His disciples that He came to do?

Where did He preach?

