Lesson 12 - You Must Be Born Again
John 3:1-3

 1  There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.

2  This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him."

3  Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."

Who came to see Jesus and what was this man’s position?

What did he say about who Jesus was and what was Jesus’ response?
Many of the Jews (especially the Pharisees) were very proud that they were descendants of Abraham.  They thought they were in God’s family because they were in Abraham’s family.  They didn’t realize that every person that is born into this world has been born under Satan’s rule and is a child of Satan and a slave to sin.  Jesus told Nicodemus that the only way a person can escape from Satan’s control is to “be born again.”  “Being born again” involves receiving a new mind and heart which can know and understand God.  Once we have a new mind and heart, we can truly love and obey God like He created Adam and Eve to do in the beginning.  Only God can cause people to be born again.  God is almighty.  Nothing is impossible with God.  By His power, a new birth is possible into His family.

John 3:4-7

4  Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?"

5  Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.

6  "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

7  "Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’

What was Nicodemus’ response to what Jesus told him?
What did Jesus tell Nicodemus?

This water that Jesus speaks of is not baptism.  Baptism cannot make us children of God or take away our sin and its punishment.  The only way that a person can receive a new mind and love and obey God like he should is to be given a new life by hearing, understanding, and believing the Word of God.
John 3:16-18

16  "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

17  "For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.

18  "He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

Which emotion does God clearly show in this verse?

What does the sinner have to do to be delivered from Satan and sin’s power?

When a person believes God’s words and trusts in Jesus as his Savior, God gives that person a new life.  That person is no longer a child of Satan and under Satan’s control.  That person will become a child of God.  That is why Jesus told the people to change their minds and believe God’s good news.  Those who trust in the Savior whom God sent will not go to everlasting punishment for their sins.  No one needs to wait until he dies to know if he will be accepted or rejected by God.  Those who refuse the Savior are condemned and rejected by God right now.  There is only one Savior who has been given by God for sinners, and that Savior is Jesus.  Those who agree with God and trust in the Savior, Jesus Christ, are not condemned.

Mark 2:1-5

1  And again He entered Capernaum after some days, and it was heard that He was in the house.

2  Immediately many gathered together, so that there was no longer room to receive them, not even near the door. And He preached the word to them.

3  Then they came to Him, bringing a paralytic who was carried by four men.

4  And when they could not come near Him because of the crowd, they uncovered the roof where He was. So when they had broken through, they let down the bed on which the paralytic was lying.

5  When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are forgiven you."

Did many people want to hear Jesus teach about God’s Word?

Who was brought to Jesus and what did the men do to get him to Jesus?

What did Jesus say to the man?

This man couldn’t do anything to heal himself.  No doctor or friend could heal him either.  All people are also helpless, but it isn’t a physical helplessness – it’s a spiritual one!  No one is able to deliver himself from Satan’s rule and the sin that controls his life.  No one can deliver himself from the punishment for sin either.  A good life or good deeds can’t deliver anyone.  Who is the only one who can save anyone?

Mark 2:6, 7 - Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, "Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?"

The men were correct when they said that God is the only one who can forgive sins, but they weren’t correct when they said that Jesus had sinned.  Because Jesus is God, He had the authority to forgive sin.  The scribes didn’t believe that Jesus was God the Son who was sent to be the Savior.

Mark 2:8-12

8  But immediately, when Jesus perceived in His spirit that they reasoned thus within themselves, He said to them, "Why do you reason about these things in your hearts?

9  "Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise, take up your bed and walk’?

10  "But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins" —He said to the paralytic,

11  "I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house."

12  Immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went out in the presence of them all, so that all were amazed and glorified God, saying, "We never saw anything like this!"

Did Jesus know what the scribes were thinking?

How else did Jesus help this man?

What was the reaction of the people?

Mark 2:13-17

13  Then He went out again by the sea; and all the multitude came to Him, and He taught them.

14  As He passed by, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, "Follow Me." So he arose and followed Him.

15  Now it happened, as He was dining in Levi’s house, that many tax collectors and sinners also sat together with Jesus and His disciples; for there were many, and they followed Him.

16  And when the scribes and Pharisees saw Him eating with the tax collectors and sinners, they said to His disciples, "How is it that He eats and drinks with tax collectors and sinners?"

17  When Jesus heard it, He said to them, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance."

Who did Jesus call to follow Him and what was this man’s job?

What did the scribes and Pharisees think about what Jesus was doing and what was Jesus’ response?
Because tax collectors worked for the Romans, they were usually hated by the Jews.  Many times they also had a reputation for taking extra taxes from the people and keeping the extra money for themselves.  Matthew (Levi) repented of his sin and agreed with God about his sin and God’s Word.  He trusted in Jesus as the Savior whom God had sent into the world.  The Lord used Matthew to write one of the books of the Bible.  The Holy Spirit told Matthew what he should write.  His book is full of quotes from the Old Testament that were familiar to the Jewish people.

Mark 3:1, 2 - And He entered the synagogue again, and a man was there who had a withered hand.   So they watched Him closely, whether He would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse Him.

What day of the week was this?

Who was watching Jesus and why?

The Pharisees and other Jewish leaders were always watching Jesus, hoping He would do something that they didn’t agree with and then they’d be able to get Him into trouble.  Jesus obeyed all of God’s laws perfectly, but the leaders had added their own rules to God’s laws in an attempt to please God.  One of the added rules was that it was wrong to heal on the Sabbath.  They considered healing to be like working on the Sabbath.  Jesus refused to follow the leader’s added rules which weren’t God’s real laws.  

The leaders hated Jesus because He claimed to be God’s Son, the promised Savior.  They also hated Jesus because He told the leaders that they were sinners and were not worshipping God honestly.  They acted very religious on the outside but inside they were selfish and evil.  The Bible calls people like this hypocrites.  Jesus knows men’s hearts and knows if they really love God and believe in Him.  Jesus knew that the Jewish leaders were hypocrites and this made the leaders hate Jesus even more.  Large crowds followed Jesus, so the leaders were also very jealous.

Mark 3:3-6

3  And He said to the man who had the withered hand, "Step forward."

4  Then He said to them, "Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?" But they kept silent.

5  And when He had looked around at them with anger, being grieved by the hardness of their hearts, He said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." And he stretched it out, and his hand was restored as whole as the other.

6  Then the Pharisees went out and immediately plotted with the Herodians against Him, how they might destroy Him.

What question did Jesus ask the leaders and what was their response?

What emotions do we see that Jesus had?

What did Jesus do for the man?

How did Jesus heal the man?

Mark 3:13-19

13  And He went up on the mountain and called to Him those He Himself wanted. And they came to Him.

14  Then He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him and that He might send them out to preach,

15  and to have power to heal sicknesses and to cast out demons:

16  Simon, to whom He gave the name Peter;

17  James the son of Zebedee and John the brother of James, to whom He gave the name Boanerges, that is, "Sons of Thunder";

18  Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Cananite;

19  and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him. And they went into a house.

How many men did Jesus call to be His special disciples?

What would these men do (according to verses 14-15)?

Jesus planned to train these men to be His apostles.  Sometimes these men are called “the twelve,” and other times they are called disciples or apostles.  Jesus chose ordinary men to be His followers and disciples.  Most of the men whom Jesus picked were not highly educated.  Most of them were also not rich men.  Some of these men were fishermen before Jesus called them to be His disciples.  These men saw the value of believing and learning from Jesus, their Savior, whom God had sent into the world.  All of these men believed except one – Judas Iscariot.  Judas said that he agreed with God and truly believed Jesus, but he was a hypocrite since in his heart he really did not believe.  The other eleven disciples didn’t know that Judas was not a true believer, but Jesus knew what he was really like.  Jesus knew that Judas would one day betray Him to His enemies.

Mark 4:35-41
35  On the same day, when evening had come, He said to them, "Let us cross over to the other side."

36  Now when they had left the multitude, they took Him along in the boat as He was. And other little boats were also with Him.

37  And a great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that it was already filling.

38  But He was in the stern, asleep on a pillow. And they awoke Him and said to Him, "Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?"

39  Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, "Peace, be still!" And the wind ceased and there was a great calm.

40  But He said to them, "Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?"

41  And they feared exceedingly, and said to one another, "Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey Him!"

What was Jesus doing during the storm?

What did the disciples do?

What did Jesus say and what happened to the storm and to the sea?

What did Jesus ask the disciples and what was the disciples’ response to this miracle?

At this time, they had forgotten that God sees everything at all times, whether it’s good or bad.  He’s aware of all situations that are going on in the world – in the past, the present, and in the future.  They had seen Jesus heal sickness and cast out demons, but they had never seen Him do anything like this before.

