Lesson 14 – The Door and Resurrection
Children and adults enjoy make-believe stories.  These are interesting and fun to read, but when we talk about eternity, we need to have the truth, not make-believe.  All over the world, people follow beliefs, stories, and ideas that are lies from Satan – designed to draw all people away from the truth of God.  When we read the Bible, we are reading the truth, given to us by God Himself, who is eternal and who does not lie.

Mark 8:27-31

27  Now Jesus and His disciples went out to the towns of Caesarea Philippi; and on the road He asked His disciples, saying to them, "Who do men say that I am?"

28  So they answered, "John the Baptist; but some say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets."

29  He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter answered and said to Him, "You are the Christ."

30  Then He strictly warned them that they should tell no one about Him.

31  And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.

What questions did Jesus ask His disciples and what answers did they give Him?

Were any of these answers correct?

What did Jesus warn the disciples not to do?

What did Jesus teach the disciples?

Because King Herod had put John the Baptist into prison and then killed him, some people thought that Jesus was John the Baptist who had come back to life.  Others thought He was the prophet Elijah who had been taken to Heaven by God about 850 years before Jesus had been born (II Kings 2:11).
Jesus clearly presented who He was.  He had told the people that He was the Son of God, the Savior whom God had promised from the beginning of the world.  He had shown them His great power through great miracles, but the majority of the Jews still did not believe on Him.  Jesus wanted people to listen to Him and believe His words in their hearts, but He didn’t want the people following Him just because His disciples said He was the Christ.

In the same way, God doesn’t want you to believe in Jesus just because a teacher or someone else tells you what he believes about Jesus.  You can’t depend on anyone else, but you must believe the Word of God.  If you only follow the people who believe in God but don’t believe in God yourself, you will not be accepted by God.  Your faith needs to be in God and His Word.

Jesus knew that He would die and be buried, but He also knew that He would come out of the grave after three days.  Hundreds of years earlier, the prophets foretold many exact details of what would happen to Jesus.  Jesus knew all of this because He is the Son of God.  God knows everything!

Safety and security are things that are important to us today.  They were also important in Jesus’ day.  Some of the people that we read about in the Old Testament were shepherds.  In the days that Jesus lived on the earth, shepherding was still common work among the Jews.  So when Jesus spoke of sheep and shepherds, the people were able to identify with what He was telling them.  Even though we might not be very familiar with sheep today, the message of this story applies to each of us.

Much of the land of Israel is dry and barren. In order to find enough food and water for the sheep a shepherd would sometimes have to travel a long way from home. At times, he would have to spend the night with his sheep out in the fields or mountains. There was real danger from robbers and wild animals. The shepherd would find a cave or make a place where the sheep would be safe.  At night, the sheep would be put inside the pen and the shepherd would sleep at the ONE entrance into the sheep pen. There was only one door into the sheep pen, and that was where the shepherd was lying.

John 10:7, 8 - Then Jesus said to them again, "Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.  that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them.

What did Jesus say that He was?

What did Jesus say about people who had come before Him claiming to be the Savior?

In the world, Satan, his evil spirits, sin, and death are like the robbers and wild animals who want to kill the sheep.  Satan wants people to believe that being inside the sheep pen means having to give up life’s pleasures, losing friends, getting made fun of, and maybe even having a more difficult life.  Satan puts these thoughts into people’s minds and wants them to think that there is “safety” outside the sheep pen instead of inside of it.  Satan is a liar and deceiver.  If you follow Satan’s plan for your life and take all that the world has to offer and then end up eternally separated from God in Hell, what “safety” is there in that?

John 10:9, 11

9  "I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.

10  "The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

11  "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.

What will happen to those who enter the door through Jesus?

What is the difference between what Jesus comes to do and what the thief does?

What did Jesus say that a good shepherd would do for his sheep?

Some people may say that the Bible teaches good things but that other religions also lead people to God.  This is a lie of Satan.  There are no other ways or doors to be accepted by God.  There is only one door to God and to eternal life.  Jesus is that door.  He came to be the Savior of all people – in every place, no matter what language they speak or how they live.  The way to enter the door to everlasting life is to agree with God and His Word and trust only in Jesus who is the Savior.  Jesus is the doorway to God.  There is no other way to God.

John 11:1-6

1   Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha.

2  It was that Mary who anointed the Lord with fragrant oil and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.

3  Therefore the sisters sent to Him, saying, "Lord, behold, he whom You love is sick."

4  When Jesus heard that, He said, "This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it."

5  Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.

6  So, when He heard that he was sick, He stayed two more days in the place where He was.

What was Jesus’ relationship to the sick man and his sister?

Did Jesus go immediately to help Lazarus?

Remember that Jesus could have healed Lazarus without even going to where he was (He had done that before).   Jesus has all power available to Him because He is God.  He waited two days because He knew that this would be a situation that would give Him the opportunity to show His mighty power as the Son of God.

John 11:7-16

7  Then after this He said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again."

8  The disciples said to Him, "Rabbi, lately the Jews sought to stone You, and are You going there again?"

9  Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world.

10  "But if one walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him."

11  These things He said, and after that He said to them, "Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I may wake him up."

12  Then His disciples said, "Lord, if he sleeps he will get well."

13  However, Jesus spoke of his death, but they thought that He was speaking about taking rest in sleep.

14  Then Jesus said to them plainly, "Lazarus is dead.

15  "And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, that you may believe. Nevertheless let us go to him."

16  Then Thomas, who is called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with Him."

Why was Jesus glad that Lazarus had died?

What did Jesus’ disciples think would happen if they went to Judea?

John 11:17-27
17  So when Jesus came, He found that he had already been in the tomb four days.

18  Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles away.

19  And many of the Jews had joined the women around Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning their brother.

20  Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met Him, but Mary was sitting in the house.

21  Then Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.

22  "But even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You."

23  Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again."

24  Martha said to Him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day."

25  Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.

26  "And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?"

27  She said to Him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the world."

How long had Lazarus been dead before Jesus got there and what did Martha say to Jesus when she saw Him?

What did Jesus tell Martha would happen to Lazarus and did Martha understand?

What did Jesus say that He was and what will happen to those who believe on Him?

God had taught the Jews through His prophets that all people will be made alive in the body again.  God gives life to every person, and He will also give life to all the dead when the time comes for everyone to stand before God and be judged.  Jesus wanted Martha to understand that He is the giver of life and therefore has the power to restore life to the dead.  He is the only one who can give life to the dead.  Satan, neither the demons, nor any other person can give life to those who are dead.  Only God can give life because He is the almighty Creator who gave life to everyone and everything at the beginning.

Some people today believe in reincarnation.  This is a lie from Satan.  He wants people to think that there is no Hell and no judgment after death.  If people don’t believe in those things, they will never believe that they need Jesus because they don’t believe that they need to be saved from God’s eternal punishment.  The Bible teaches us that this is clearly wrong. 

John 11:28-38

28  And when she had said these things, she went her way and secretly called Mary her sister, saying, "The Teacher has come and is calling for you."

29  As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly and came to Him.

30  Now Jesus had not yet come into the town, but was in the place where Martha met Him.

31  Then the Jews who were with her in the house, and comforting her, when they saw that Mary rose up quickly and went out, followed her, saying, "She is going to the tomb to weep there."

32  Then, when Mary came where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet, saying to Him, "Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died."

33  Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, He groaned in the spirit and was troubled.

34  And He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to Him, "Lord, come and see."

35  Jesus wept.

36  Then the Jews said, "See how He loved him!"

37  And some of them said, "Could not this Man, who opened the eyes of the blind, also have kept this man from dying?"

38  Then Jesus, again groaning in Himself, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it.

What did Mary say when she saw Jesus?

What were the people’s reactions when they saw Jesus weeping?

Remember when we studied creation that we learned that God made man in His image.  He gave us emotions.  God Himself feels emotions.  Jesus cried – not because He had no hope of seeing Lazarus again (He knew that He was going to raise him from the dead), but because He identified with the grief that sin brings.  Sin brings death.  He also felt grief over the people’s reaction to Lazarus’ death.

John 11:39-44

39  Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said to Him, "Lord, by this time there is a stench, for he has been dead four days."

40  Jesus said to her, "Did I not say to you that if you would believe you would see the glory of God?"

41  Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead man was lying. And Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, "Father, I thank You that You have heard Me.

42  "And I know that You always hear Me, but because of the people who are standing by I said this, that they may believe that You sent Me."

43  Now when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come forth!"

44  And he who had died came out bound hand and foot with graveclothes, and his face was wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Loose him, and let him go."

What did Jesus say would happen if Martha believed?

What did Jesus say in His prayer to God?

What happened when Jesus said, ‘Lazarus, come forth.’?

John 11:45-48

45  Then many of the Jews who had come to Mary, and had seen the things Jesus did, believed in Him.

46  But some of them went away to the Pharisees and told them the things Jesus did.

47  Then the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered a council and said, "What shall we do? For this Man works many signs.

48  "If we let Him alone like this, everyone will believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and nation."

What was the reaction of the Jews who saw this miracle?

What were the chief priests and Pharisees worried about?

The Jewish leaders were afraid that the people might want to make Jesus their king.  The Jewish leaders knew that the Romans who controlled the Jews and their land would never agree to Jesus being king.  The Romans would be angry and blame the Jewish leaders for allowing the people to make Jesus king, and the Jewish leaders were afraid that the Romans would take away their positions of leadership in the Jewish community.  Because they wanted to keep their positions, they planned to kill Jesus.

