Lesson 15 – Faith and the Triumphant Entry
Mark 10:13-16

13  Then they brought little children to Him, that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked those who brought them.

14  But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, "Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God.

15  "Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it."

16  And He took them up in His arms, put His hands on them, and blessed them.

Who were the people bringing to Jesus and what was the disciple’s reaction?

What was Jesus’ response to the disciples and who did Jesus say will not enter into God’s kingdom?

Jesus loves children and wants them to believe His Word and trust in Him too.  All of us are born sinners, and the only way that any of us (young and old) can be saved is by putting our trust in the Savior.  Just like children place their full trust in those who are taking care of them, we should put complete trust in God.  Little babies don’t worry about being dropped.  They trust the person holding them.  A baby is dependent on his parents.  Once a child grows older, he becomes independent.

God did not design us to be independent of Him.  He made man in His image to know, love, and obey Him.  As sinners though, we are separated from God by our sins and are naturally independent and self-centered.  In order to be saved, we must place our complete dependence on God.  There is nothing we can do to save ourselves.

John 1:12, 13 – But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

Who gave us the right to become the children of God?

Mark 10:17-20

17  Now as He was going out on the road, one came running, knelt before Him, and asked Him, "Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?"

18  So Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God.

19  "You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not bear false witness,’ ‘Do not defraud,’ ‘Honor your father and your mother.’"

20  And he answered and said to Him, "Teacher, all these things I have kept from my youth."

What did the man ask Jesus, what was Jesus’ answer, and what was the man’s response?
This man thought that by doing good things he could be good enough to deserve eternal life.  This young man did not understand that no man had ever been good enough to please God.  He didn’t realize that God is the only one who is good.  He thought he was good and that Jesus was also a good man.  When Jesus answered him, he wasn’t denying that He Himself was good or that He was God.  But Jesus wanted the man to realize that no ordinary man is good.   If this young man believed that Jesus was good, then he should have also realized that Jesus was God, since the only one who is good is God.

This young man did not realize that he was born a sinner, that he was born under Satan’s control, and that he could never perfectly obey God’s laws and please God.  This man thought that his outward works were good enough.  Jesus had already taught the meaning of the Law by explaining that hating someone is like committing murder and looking at a person in a lustful way is like committing adultery.  God doesn’t just judge a person on his outward works alone.

Remember that God didn’t give the Israelites the Ten Commandments because He thought they could obey them.  Instead, God gave the Ten Commandments to prove to them and to us that all have sinned and come short of God’s standard of goodness.  You may think that you’re a good person and that you don’t deserve to go to Hell.  It is impossible for us to please God by our own efforts because we are born descendants of Adam and are separated from God.  God looks at our hearts and sees wickedness.  We can never earn God’s favor by our own efforts.

Mark 10:21-27

21  Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, "One thing you lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow Me."

22  But he was sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.

23  Then Jesus looked around and said to His disciples, "How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!"

24  And the disciples were astonished at His words. But Jesus answered again and said to them, "Children, how hard it is for those who trust in riches to enter the kingdom of God!

25  "It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."

26  And they were greatly astonished, saying among themselves, "Who then can be saved?"

27  But Jesus looked at them and said, "With men it is impossible, but not with God; for with God all things are possible."

What did Jesus tell the rich young man to do and what was the man’s response?

What did Jesus say about rich people?

God loves each of us even though we’re sinners.  Jesus knew that this man loved his riches more than his fellow man.  Jesus also knew that the man loved his riches more than he loved God.  The first commandment is that we should love the Lord with all of our heart, soul, and mind; and the second commandment is that we should love our neighbor as much as we love ourselves.
Jesus was trying to help this man realize his problem - that his wealth was the most important thing in his life.  Jesus was trying to show him that he had broken God’s laws and was therefore a condemned sinner in the sight of God.  He couldn’t be accepted to God because of the things he had done.  All of us are born sinners and the payment for the sin is death.  God will not overlook the payment for our sins.  He will never forgive us unless the full payment of sin has been made.
This young man made his choice – he chose riches rather than choosing to do what Jesus told him to do.  When we die, we can’t take any of our wealth with us.  The rich and poor are the same in the sight of God.  The important thing to God is not our material possessions, but whether we will listen to His words and believe Him.

Luke 12:16-21

16  Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: "The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully.

17  "And he thought within himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?’

18  "So he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods.

19  ‘And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry."‘

20  "But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?’

21  "So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God."

What did the rich man in this parable do and what did God say about him?

What happened to the rich man and to all of his riches?

Even though this rich man didn’t acknowledge God’s authority over him, God had not forgotten him.  The rich man had made plans for himself, but God had other plans for him.

The things that God gives those who trust in Him are much better than the riches of the world.  The things of the world only last for a short time, but the things that God gives to those who trust in Him will last forever.

Mark 8:36 - "For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?

Mark 11:1-10

1  Now when they drew near Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, He sent two of His disciples;

2  and He said to them, "Go into the village opposite you; and as soon as you have entered it you will find a colt tied, on which no one has sat. Loose it and bring it.

3  "And if anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it,’ and immediately he will send it here."

4  So they went their way, and found the colt tied by the door outside on the street, and they loosed it.

5  But some of those who stood there said to them, "What are you doing, loosing the colt?"

6  And they spoke to them just as Jesus had commanded. So they let them go.

7  Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their clothes on it, and He sat on it.

8  And many spread their clothes on the road, and others cut down leafy branches from the trees and spread them on the road.

9  Then those who went before and those who followed cried out, saying: "Hosanna! ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’

10  Blessed is the kingdom of our father David That comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!"

What did Jesus tell His disciples to do and what did Jesus do with the colt?

What did the people shout as Jesus rode by (Zechariah 9:9)?

The crowds welcomed Jesus as the promised Savior from God.  They praised Him as the one whom the prophets said would come.  But, most of the people only wanted Jesus to be their king so He would save them from their enemies (particularly the Romans).  Most of them didn’t trust in Jesus to save them from Satan’s power, their sins, and God’s punishment.

Mark 14:1, 2 - After two days it was the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might take Him by trickery and put Him to death.  But they said, "Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar of the people."

Which festival was coming up and what did the chief priests and scribes want to do to Jesus?

Why didn’t the leaders want to kill Jesus during the festival?

Mark 14:10, 11 - Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Him to them.  And when they heard it, they were glad, and promised to give him money. So he sought how he might conveniently betray Him.

Which disciple betrayed Jesus to the leaders and what was the response of the leaders to Judas?

Judas was one of the twelve men whom Jesus had chosen to be His closest companions, but Judas wasn’t concerned about his own sinfulness before God.  We can see from his actions that he didn’t trust in Jesus as the Savior for his sins and that he only followed Jesus for personal gain.  Judas kept the money bag, but he stole from it (John 12:6).  Judas was willing to sell Jesus to His enemies for his own personal gain.

Satan was guiding Judas to betray Jesus.  Satan hates Jesus because Jesus is God and He speaks the truth.  Satan thought that if he could get the leaders to kill Jesus, he would hinder God’s plan to destroy Satan and deliver sinners.

Mark 14:12-15

12  Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they killed the Passover lamb, His disciples said to Him, "Where do You want us to go and prepare, that You may eat the Passover?"

13  And He sent out two of His disciples and said to them, "Go into the city, and a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of water; follow him.

14  "Wherever he goes in, say to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says, "Where is the guest room in which I may eat the Passover with My disciples?"‘

15  "Then he will show you a large upper room, furnished and prepared; there make ready for us."

Why did the Jews celebrate the Feast of the Passover every year?

How were the disciples supposed to know where they would celebrate the Feast of the Passover?

Mark 14:16-21

16  So His disciples went out, and came into the city, and found it just as He had said to them; and they prepared the Passover.

17  In the evening He came with the twelve.

18  Now as they sat and ate, Jesus said, "Assuredly, I say to you, one of you who eats with Me will betray Me."

19  And they began to be sorrowful, and to say to Him one by one, "Is it I?" And another said, "Is it I?"

20  He answered and said to them, "It is one of the twelve, who dips with Me in the dish.

21  "The Son of Man indeed goes just as it is written of Him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had never been born."

Did Jesus know that Judas would betray Him?

Did the disciples know who Jesus was talking about?

What did Jesus say about the person who would betray Him?

Jesus was acting as the host at this meal.  In the Middle East, it is a particularly evil thing to accept hospitality from a person and then injure him in any way.  Jesus knew that He had to die just as God had foretold through the prophets in the Old Testament.  Even though Jesus had to die, it did not excuse Judas.  God did not make him betray Jesus.  Judas would be punished forever for his sins.  He refused to trust Jesus Christ as his Savior.  His horrible deed was proof that he didn’t believe.

Mark 14:22-26

22  And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them and said, "Take, eat; this is My body."

23  Then He took the cup, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them, and they all drank from it.

24  And He said to them, "This is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many.

25  "Assuredly, I say to you, I will no longer drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God."

26  And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
Jesus broke the bread and explained that just as He had broken the bread, so His body would soon be broken by men.  Jesus said that the wine which He poured out for them to drink was a picture of His blood which would flow out of His body when He died.

It’s impossible for us to imagine the deep love of Jesus.  He had never sinned, and yet He was going to die for sinners.  Everyone at the table needed what He was going to do.  Everyone in the world – past, present, and future – needed what He was going to do.  Every one of us – you and me – needed what He was going to do in our place.

