Lesson 2 – Creation
In our last lesson, I mentioned that deep in our hearts, we sense that there is a purpose for our life.  We know that there is more to our lives than just to study for tests, graduate from university, work hard and make money, retire, play Mahjong, and die.  But in order to get more understanding about the purpose for our life, we must back up and ask a question about our origin – how did we get here?  Ultimately, our origin defines our purpose, our morality, and our destiny.

When we consider the different ideas about how the earth was formed and how life started, we find that they fit into two major groupings: 

1) The universe and life was all exists because of the design and power of a Creator, or

2) Everything came into existence on its own, accidentally, by random chance.

Tonight, I want to show you what the Bible teaches about creation.  But before I do, I want you to understand a few things about these two major ideas:

· You don’t need to be 100% certain in order to decide which idea is right – you just need to decide which one is the most probable.  While it is possible that a glass full of water on the table got there by accident, it is more probable that it was put there by someone.

· Never fall into the trap that this is a discussion of science versus religion.  Both ideas require faith in something that you cannot see.  And while science is good at studying physical systems, it is not as useful at examining matters of faith.

· We have been raised in a world with a bias against creation (I will tell you why at the end of our lesson).  In most of our schools, we were taught that random chance and evolution are proven facts supported by scientific evidence.  This is absolutely false.  Although many of the proofs and pictures in science textbooks are known to be fake, they continue to be re-printed as “examples of the development of evolutionary thought.”

Since these thoughts might seem strange and new to you, I’ll just give you four reasons why random chance and evolution are very improbable.  I could spend all night talking about the many problems of evolution, but I’d rather talk about the creation story from the Bible.
1) Something doesn’t come from nothing.  The first law of thermodynamics (and our personal experience) teaches us that things do not magically appear in a vacuum. The very existence of a universe filled with matter and energy points to the existence of something greater than the universe, something that is powerful enough to create.  An immensely powerful “big bang” does not happen without a source of energy. Recent studies have shown that the universe is amazingly complex and perfectly designed to support life here on planet Earth.  What is the result of a random explosion?  Chaos.  When you look at the universe, what do you see?  What is the most probable reason?

2) Life cannot arise by accident. Just like a toy motorcycle cannot randomly assemble itself without the right parts and the right instructions, proteins for life cannot arise by accident – it is statistically impossible to accidentally create living proteins from random amino acids.  It is equivalent to 1050 blindfolded people randomly solving a “Rubics Cube” a the exact same moment.  This is so improbable that it is statistically defined as impossible.
3) Mutations Destroy Design.  Random mutations to the existing genetic code are the only mechanism for evolution, but mutations have always been scientifically proven to result in loss of genetic information and harm to a species.  Like removing a card from a deck, organisms do not advance due to mutation.  The DNA of a living organism is equivalent to over 50 anatomy textbook, and we all recognize the improbability of such a book coming about simply by accident.  Also, the DNA in every organism is designed to cause it to remain true to its original design, not mutate into a better species. 
4) Irreducible Complexity.  A simple mousetrap requires all 10 pieces to operate.  In the same way, living creatures are built from complex, interdependent systems which could never arise by small, independent steps.  Evolutionary theory requires “survival of the fittest” to be built around small, accidental steps of improvement. But living systems are irreducibly complex, dependent on the entire system to operate.  An eyeball needs all 60 parts working together to provide any benefit.  If a fish developed a set of lungs, it would not step out onto dry land – it would drown with a carefully matched respiratory/circulatory system!
While I realize that it is difficult to undo years of training with such a short presentation, please listen to the Biblical creation story with an open mind, seeking truth. 
For thousands of years, most religions taught (and people believed) that the universe was eternal.  But over the past 100 years, people learned a lot about the universe, including the fact that it is expanding from a definite point of creation.  What does the Bible teach?

(OT1) Genesis 1:1, 2 - In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.
Three important facts exist in this first verse: beginning, God, and created.  The universe did not always exist – it had a beginning.  And before the beginning, God existed.  By His will, He chose to create everything that exists.  Using His own energy, God created the visible universe.
(NT396) Hebrews 11:3 - By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.

What is faith?  Faith is the act of believing something that we did not (or cannot) see.  We live by faith every day: trusting the cooks in a restaurant, trusting the pilot of our airplane, trusting a doctor to provide good healthcare.  Faith also looks backward to events in the past, events that cannot be repeated and tested in the present. 
Since science teaches us that physical things do not instantly appear by magic, we know that God created everything that exists, including the laws of science.  He began by creating the earth, covered with water - there was no dry land or life anywhere on the earth.  What is the physical reason for a year (the earth travels around the sun)? What about the month (the moon around the earth)?  How about the day (the Earth around itself)?  How about the week (no physical reason)?  To establish a pattern for our work week, God chose to use 6 days to do His work. 
Day One – In Genesis 1:3-5, God created light on the first day, and He separated the light from the darkness to make day and night. 

Day Two – In Genesis 1:6-8, God created the sky (atmosphere).  
Day Three – In Genesis 1:9-13, God created land by separating the water on the earth.  He also created plants.

Day Four – In Genesis 1:14-19, God created the sun, moon, and stars to govern the day and night.
Day Five – In Genesis 1:20-23, God created fish and birds and made them to reproduce after their own kind.

Each time God created something, He said, “It is good.”  The creativity of God is displayed by the variety and beauty of plants, fish and birds.  Through creation we see God’s great power (Romans 1:20 NT266).  We are without excuse that God is real and is the mighty Creator.  Modern science has determined that time itself came into existence at the beginning of the universe.  It is interesting to see that the Bible points this out several times.  God’s account is accurate because He was there before the beginning (Titus 1:2 NT378).  
Day Six – Genesis 1:24-25
And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds (species).” And it was so.  And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.

God alone decided how to make all things.  He didn’t ask anyone’s advice.  God is greater and more important than all.  

Creation of Man
1:26  Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

God made man “in His image” so man was the most important thing that God created on the earth.  That way man would be able to know God and communicate with Him.  Others would also see God’s likeness reflected in man and praise God.
“In the image of God” refers to the parts of man which cannot be seen - our soul and/or spirit.  The three parts of man that God planned to be in the image of God is man’s mind, emotions, and will.

Man’s Mind - His Intellect: Because God has a mind, He made people with a mind which could know God, think like God, and reason like God.  God wanted to give man the ability to do creative work on the earth.  Compare this to animals - animals have a mind but they can’t talk to us, they can’t reason with us and they don’t have the ability to make decisions like we can (instinct vs. learning).  God gave mankind the ability to use words and speak, enabling communication.  (Genesis 2:19,20)
Man’s Emotions - His Feelings: Because God has feelings, He made people with feelings.  God’s emotions include compassion, tenderness, anger at sin, love, sadness, joy, happiness, etc.  God loves man and therefore wanted man to have the ability to love God. (Genesis 2:23)
Man’s Will - His Ability to Choose: Because God has a will to decide what He will do or won’t do, He gave man a will in order to make decisions for himself.  God didn’t make us like the sun and moon which do the same thing every day and have no choice as to whether or not they want to give light and move around the earth.  God made man so he could choose to love and obey God. (Genesis 2:16,17) 
Man was given a mind to hear and understand God’s communication, to think through what God had told him, to learn the true character of God, and to communicate with God in return.  Man was given emotions to respond to God out of love and devotion.  Man was given a will so he could choose to carry out God’s plans.  God didn’t create “robots” but made man who could listen to God, love God, and choose to obey God.
Genesis 2 expands on the creation of man, and tells us more about God’s design for people:
Genesis 2:18-25  Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.”  So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man.  Then the man said,“This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”  Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.

God was the Creator and knew what was best for man.  God did not ask Adam what he wanted or thought – God decided to make Adam a wife.  God made the first woman as a gift for man.  Marriage was God’s perfect plan for Adam and Eve.  Eve was Adam’s gift from God, perfectly suited to Adam’s needs.  Everything that God does and says is good because He is perfect.  Always remember who He is and who we are (Psalm 8:3,4 OT886).
After God created everything, He said that “it was very good.” (Genesis 1:31) But when we look around at our current world, we do not see that everything is “very good.” Why not? Next week, we will see what happened – why our current world is broken.
Early in the lesson, I said that I would tell you why people believe in evolution in spite of overwhelming evidence to the contrary.  The real issue is not what we see through the telescope or microscope, but it is what we hold in our hearts and minds.  The big challenge for mankind is not belief in a god, but which god will they choose to follow.  And if we can explain the existence of the universe without God, we can then do whatever we choose without any consequences.  We can be our own gods.

Tonight, as we close, I want you to remember something very important about God.  He is greater than you can ever imagine, and He created the universe from nothing to show His greatness (Psalm 19:1-3 OT896).
