Lesson 4 – The Spread of Wickedness
Last week, we saw that Adam and Eve chose to disobey God.  The result of their actions was death: separation from God, and ultimately, separation of life from their bodies.  In the first few pages of the Bible, we have discovered the cause of death - sin.  The remainder of the Bible contains the amazing story of how God is seeking to bring people back into a perfect relationship with Himself.  We saw two clues in Genesis 3 about what God would do: 1) He is calling out to man, and 2) He substituted the death of another to cover the sin of man.
In this lesson, we will look at three true stories which show us how far men will go away from God.  Unless God restrains evil, it will quickly consume us (and we will consume each other).
(OT 6) Genesis 4:1, 2  Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, “With the help of the Lord I have brought forth a man.” Later she gave birth to his brother Abel. Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil.
Adam and Eve were now sinners, so their children (Cain and Abel) were born knowing evil and were sinners.  Satan had taken God’s place as their spiritual father.
(OT 6) Genesis 4:3-5  In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the Lord. And Abel also brought an offering—fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.
Since they were both separated from God by sin, Cain and Able offered sacrifices to try and please God. In the garden, God had set the pattern of sacrifices by killing a lamb to cover the sin and shame of Adam.  But Cain decided to do something different.  He was a farmer, and chose to offer his best vegetables to God.  To him, this seemed like a good thing – giving your best to please God
But God had already set the pattern of the right thing to do – the blood of the lamb was needed.  Even though the animal sacrifice could not take away their sins, it demonstrated agreement with God’s truth that sin results in death.  In pride, people try to please God with their own ideas and efforts – we often call this “religion” – man’s effort to save himself.
(OT 6) Genesis 4:6-8  So the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast?  If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.”  Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.
Note that God is warning Cain about the temptation to add one sin to another.  Sin isn’t a passive enemy – it actively pursues people, taking them further away from God.  But Cain already had a plan to cover up his sin…
(OT 7) Genesis 4:9-10  Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” “I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?”  The LORD said, “What have you done? Listen, your brother’s blood cries out to me from the ground.”

Why does God call out to Cain? – Once again, we see God giving man an opportunity to confess and repent.  We also see another reminder that blood represents life – figuratively, it cries out from the ground.  Cain was cursed for his actions, made to be a “fugitive” on the earth (separation).  
Clue #3: Even the best efforts of man cannot please God.  We must follow His right way, not our way.
Genesis 5 records the genealogy from Adam to Noah.  The time between Adam and Noah was around 1,500 years.  During this early stage of the earth, people lived very long lives, rapidly populating the planet

(OT 9) Genesis 6:5-11  The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time. The Lord regretted that he had made human beings on the earth, and his heart was deeply troubled.  So the Lord said, “I will wipe from the face of the earth the human race I have created—and with them the animals, the birds and the creatures that move along the ground—for I regret that I have made them.” But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.  This is the account of Noah and his family. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked faithfully with God. 

Notice that God sees the actions of mankind and the condition of their hearts.  How did God feel about the wickedness on the earth?  In Genesis 6:13-22, God tells Noah that He is going to destroy the people on the earth as well as the earth itself.  God tells Noah to make an ark – a huge barge (522 Railroad Boxcars).  God tells him exactly what to do, designing a very stable vessel.  Over the next 100 years, Noah did everything just as God commanded.  On the appointed day, God brought the animals to Noah’s ark and shut them in:
(OT 10) Genesis 7:13-16  On that very day Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, together with his wife and the wives of his three sons, entered the ark. They had with them every wild animal according to its kind, all livestock … every creature that moves along the ground … every bird according to its kind... Pairs of all creatures that have the breath of life in them came to Noah and entered the ark. The animals going in were male and female of every living thing, as God had commanded Noah. Then the Lord shut him in.
God brought the animals to Noah (verse 15), and after they were all in the ark, God shut the door.  In verses 17-24 we learn that the water came from above and below the earth (verses 11,12) 40 days, covering the mountains to a depth of more than 7 meters.  Every person, land animal, and bird that was not inside of the ark died.  The waters flooded the earth for 150 days.
This story is not isolated to the Bible – there are over 270 flood stories like this in cultures all over the earth.  Much evidence from geology shows that there was a major flood event, including canyon formation without deltas, sharp layers of sedimentary rock, folded without cracking, and rapid burial/fossilization of plants and animals (including ones that penetrate multiple layers of rock).  I can share more information later if interested.
Throughout the Bible, you will see pictures of God showing judgment and mercy (e.g. warning Noah and closing the door).  Here, we see another clue about God’s plan – in the midst of judgment, He provides a place for men to survive.  But the only safe place of survival is the one that He provides.

Clue#4:  In the midst of judgment for sin, God provides a safe place – the only safe place

(OT 12) Genesis 8:21-22  The Lord smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart: “Never again will I curse the ground because of humans, even though every inclination of the human heart is evil from childhood. And never again will I destroy all living creatures, as I have done.”
After the flood, were people better?  No, the inclination of the human heart is still evil.

(OT 13) Genesis 9:1-3  Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth. The fear and dread of you will fall on all the beasts of the earth, and on all the birds in the sky, on every creature that moves along the ground, and on all the fish in the sea; they are given into your hands. Everything that lives and moves about will be food for you. Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you everything.”
What did God say now about the relationship between man and animals? – fear and food.
What command did God give to Noah and his descendants? – God told the people to multiply and spread out over the earth.  But man desires to do their own thing…
(OT 16) Genesis 11:1-4  Now the whole world had one language and a common speech.  As people moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there. They said to each other, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth.”
What does this say about the language on the earth at this time? (maybe everyone spoke Chinese ().  What did the people want to do and why did they want to do this? God told them to spread out, but they wanted to stay together to make a name for themselves.
(OT16) Genesis 11:5-9  But the Lord came down to see the city and the tower the people were building.  The Lord said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them.  Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.”  So the Lord scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city.  That is why it was called Babel—because there the Lord confused the language of the whole world. From there the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole earth.
Linguists tell us that, apart from this story, there is no good explanation for the diversity of languages that exist on the earth.  Studies have determined that there are about 6900 distinct languages around the world, originating from about 15 unique “protolanguages.” Studies have also shown that, over time, language tends to devolve from complex to simple, not the other way around.

Who is the “Us” in verse 7?  What did the Lord say about the people’s plan?  What was the result of God’s introduction of confusion?  Once again, the people directly disobeyed God.  Why didn’t He just destroy them?  This is another good example of God balancing His judgment with His mercy.  When I struggle with Chinese, I must remember that our language difference is a result of His mercy!
The people gathered there because they did not want to be scattered over all the earth as God commanded.  These men were full of pride!  They should have been interested in exalting God’s name, not their own.

Key Learning:  God created men for His glory (Isaiah 43:7 OT1178), but proud mankind seeks their own glory (verse 4).

Tonight, I want you to remember that evil is real and always draws men away from God.  This is the message of the Bible and is clearly evident in our world around us.  Apart from God, there is no hope that men can return to God.  With that in mind, remember the clues we saw tonight:

Clue #3: Even the best efforts of man cannot please God.  We must follow His right way, not our way.

Clue #4:  Even when God is judging the sin of the world, He will provide a safe place for those who seek Him.  But His safe place is the only safe place…

Next week, we will see the first step in God’s plan to solve the problem of evil.

