Lesson 6 – Exodus of God's People – “God Is”
Tonight is our 6th Bible study together.  So far, we’ve seen how the world was created by a God with amazing power.  We saw how He made people in His image and for His glory.  We also saw that the first people chose to disobey God (“sin”), and as a result, all people were separated from God and will die.  And even when God calls people back to Himself, they quickly drift away into wickedness. 
As I’ve said before, the Bible is not a book of rules to help sinful people get along with each other – it is the true story of a loving God who is reaching out to bring sinful people back into a relationship with Himself.  Last week, we saw how God chose a man named Abraham to follow Him, making a promise that one of his descendants would become a blessing to all nations.  His grandson, Israel, moved his entire family to Egypt at the invitation of Pharaoh, settling in the best part of land.

But all of the Egyptian Pharaohs did not appreciate the Israelites.  During the Shang Dynasty (~1300BC), we see that Joseph and his generation died, but the Israelite population grew very fast (Exodus 1:6-10 OT93).  A new leader came into power over Egypt who did not show kindness to Joseph’s relatives.  He was afraid that the Israelites may fight against the Egyptians if war broke out (Exodus 1:11-14).  They then forced the Israelites to become slaves.  They made them work hard and treated them badly.  
But Israel kept growing.  So Pharaoh ordered all of the Hebrew midwives to kill any male child born (Exodus 1:15-17), but the midwives feared God, and they did not do what Pharaoh said.  So the people of Israel kept increasing, and God blessed the midwives.  Once Pharaoh realized that this was not working, he ordered all male children born to be thrown into the Nile River (vs.22).
At this time an Israelite woman gave birth to a boy (Exodus 2:1,2 OT94) and hid him for 3 months.  When she did not think she could hide him any longer, she put him in a basket and placed the basket among the reeds on the Nile River.  Pharaoh’s daughter went to the river and found the baby.  She took him in as her own son and named him Moses (Exodus 2:10).  What are some of the advantages Moses would have living in Pharaoh’s household?
Even though he was raised as an Egyptian prince, Moses still understood that He was a child of Israel.  One day, while watching an Egyptian beating an Israelite (Exodus 2:11-15), he decided to try and solve the problem with his own efforts.  As a result of his actions, he fled from Egypt. What did Moses do to try to help his people?  Did the people appreciate his help? Could one human release the children of Israel from Egypt?

In Exodus 2:23-25, we see that the king of Egypt died.  The Israelites were still in slavery, and they cried to God for help.  God heard their cries, and He honored His promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
In Exodus 3:1, we see that Moses had a major career change, from Prince of Egypt to a lowly shepherd on the edge of the desert.  But God appeared to Moses (v.2 – step 1 – enlightenment) in a flame of fire from within the bush.  Moses saw the bush on fire, but noticed that it was not burning up so he went to see it (v.3 – step – investigation).  When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him by name (v.4 – step 3 – calling) from within the bush.  God told him that He is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  At this, Moses hid his face (v.5,6 – step 4 – humility), because he was afraid to look at God.  
God then told Moses that He was concerned about the children of Israel and planned to lead them out of slavery in Egypt to a new land (v.9,10).  Moses told God that he did not feel like he was the right man for the job (v.11).  God told Moses that He would be with him (v.12 – step 5 – relationship) and he told him that when he had brought the people out of Egypt, they would worship God on that very mountain.  
Moses had been educated in the courts of Pharaoh, taught about many Egyptian gods like “Ra” the sun god, “Geb” the earth god, “Isis” the goddess of magic, “Heket” the goddess of frogs, “Hapi” the god of the Nile, etc.  So to him, it seemed important to know the name of God so that the people would believe he had truly been sent on this mission (Exodus 3:13).  In response, God says something very important about Himself in verse 14.  He is not like manmade gods, invented in the human imagination.  He is entirely different – He is “I AM” – the only One who is self-existent, without beginning or end.  And soon, He will make it very clear to the Egyptians, the Israelis, and the entire world that He is the One true God.

Before Moses began his journey to Egypt, God made it clear that Moses should expect Pharaoh to resist (v.19,20).  And as God had said, Pharaoh was stubborn and proud (Exodus 5:1,2).  Based on his answer, Pharaoh sounds like He did not know God now and didn’t expect to know Him in the future.  He was the king, he gave the commands, and he was satisfied with worshiping the gods of Egypt and the physical things that they represented.  
Although the Israelites living in Egypt had heard about the Lord and what He had done for Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph, they had never experienced His power personally.  Now the Lord was going to use this evil Pharaoh and his rebellion to display His power and wisdom to the Israelites so that they would know that He was still the almighty and caring God of Israel (Exodus 6:7).  He also planned to show the Egyptians that He alone is the true and living God with power over the whole earth (Exodus 7:5).  The gods whom they trusted and worshipped were unable to protect them from the true and living God of all.  But remember this: even in the midst of God’s judgment, He has a merciful plan.  He knows that all people, Israelite or Egyptian, are never satisfied with weak and powerless gods, including money, fame, and power.  Keep that in mind – I’ll show you something special about that later.
Step by step, God begins to bring judgment to all of the things that the Egyptians worshiped, starting by turning the Nile river into blood (Exodus 7:20,21).  But Pharaoh’s magicians did a trick, turning some water of their own into blood (v.22), helping Pharaoh to ignore the judgment of God (harden his heart).  Notice this – whenever God seeks to reach out to people, there is a liar (Satan) who will produce a counterfeit (fake) to try and lead people away.  
The next week, God brought millions of frogs up into everyone’s houses (Exodus 8:6-8).  Even though the magicians did their own trick, Pharaoh asked for mercy.  But when the pain was over, Pharaoh hardened his heart again (vs.15).
Next, God turned the dust of the earth into gnats (vs.16).  Don’t just think that “the hand of God” works on the scale of planets and stars – the “finger of God” (vs. 19) also works on the microscopic level.  But Pharaoh has refused to believe in spite of the evidence.  Next, God does something even more amazing: He sends swarms of flies into Egypt, but keeps them out of the province of Goshen (vs.22-24). But once again, Pharaoh hardens his heart when the flies are gone (vs. 30-32).

Now, the severity of the plagues rises. God brings a sickness among the Egyptian cattle but spares the Israelite ones (Exodus 9:6,7).  But in spite of this great loss, the stubborn Pharaoh continues to harden his heart.  So the next plague comes upon the people, bringing festering boils upon their bodies (vs.10).  Pharaoh has hardened his own heart so many times, that now, God hardens it for him (vs. 12)  Here is a lesson to learn – when someone continues to resist God, eventually, their heart becomes too hard to change, regardless of the amount of evidence.

Perhaps it seems like God is being too hard on Pharaoh and the Egyptians.  But remember – God could easily have just killed them all instantly (vs.15).  Actually, God is merciful, giving people time to listen to Him and follow (v.19,20). And those who ignore the word of God suffer devastation because of the supernatural hailstorm (vs.25,26).  But Pharaoh continues to ignore God and his own counselors (Exodus 10:7), experiencing two more plagues: locusts (v.15) and darkness (vs.21,22).
Although the Lord already sent 9 terrible plagues on the rebellious Egyptians, the king of Egypt still refused to obey the Lord and refused to let the Israelites go free.  God was about to send the final plague, one that would free the people from slavery, but one that would also have a far greater significance in the long-term history of God’s saving plan for the world.
In Exodus 12:5-7 we see that God told the people to take a sheep or goat, one year old with no defects.  All of the Israelites were supposed to kill their animal at twilight and put some of the blood on the sides and tops of the door-frames of the houses.  That night, if anyone’s house did not have the blood of the lamb painted on the door, someone inside would die (vs.12,13).  Note that God was bringing judgment on all of the false gods of Egypt.  But if the blood of the lamb was on the door, death would “pass over” that house.  Notice also that God commanded the people to celebrate this “Passover Feast” every year (vs.14), remembering what He had done to save them from slavery by the sacrifice of a lamb.

This event contains a very important salvation clue: everyone deserved to die, even Moses, the murderer. There was only one way to escape death: the blood of a lamb on the wooden doorposts.  And God did exactly as He promised, prompting Pharaoh to let the people go (vs. 31-33).  
When the Israelites first went to Egypt, there were only 70 of them.  Now there are probably about 2.5 million Israelites.  Also notice this: Egyptians joined the Israelites as they followed God (vs.38).  As I said earlier, God is calling all people back to Himself, regardless of their nationality.
God loved the Israelites and took care of them, guiding their steps all the way (Exodus 13:21,22).  Sometimes, the Israelites didn’t like where God was taking them.  But God makes no mistakes, using each step of their path to teach them (and us) some important truths.

You would think that, by now, Pharaoh would have learned his lesson.  But God still has another purpose for him.  Pharaoh gathers his most powerful military machines and pursues the Israelites (Exodus 14:5-7).  As the Israelite people see the mighty army approaching, it is clear that they still don’t trust God (vs.10,11).  But Moses tells them to be quiet and still – watch what God does next (vs. 13,14).

The Israelites could not save themselves.  The sea was in front of them, mountains were around them, and their enemies were behind them.  The Israelites had seen all the great and mighty things the Lord had done in Egypt, but they still did not trust in the Lord.  Even though the Israelites sinned and did not trust in the Lord, He was merciful and planned to deliver them.  It is the same with us.  We cannot make things right between us and God by things we do.  Only God can save us from everlasting punishment.

God told Moses to stretch out his rod over the water.  The water separated (vs.21-22) so there was dry ground, and the children of Israel walked through the sea.  When they Egyptians saw this, they started to cross the sea on the path of dry ground (Exodus 14:26-29).  This was a bad decision on their part, and reminds us of the Egyptian command to throw all of the Hebrew babies into the river.  Once again, Moses (and the people) are safely taken out of the water by the grace of God (vs.29-31), leading them to fear the Lord and put their trust in Him.  At least, for a while…

As the Israelites journeyed to the Promised Land, God led them and fed them.  In Exodus 16:11-15,35, we see that God gave them bread each day along their journey, teaching them to trust His daily provision.  In Exodus 17:3,6, God gave them water in the desert, quenching their thirst.  In addition to the Passover lamb, you will soon see that these true stories were much more than just random true stories – they are actually pictures of important truths to come.  
As we finish our lesson tonight, I want to take you back to Exodus 3:14 (OT96).  Take a moment to consider the fact that God Is.  He always has been.  He is the source of everything else.  Next to Him, the universe is a tiny, temporary speck.  He is of ultimate importance.  Every other thing that absorbs our attention is minor compared to Him.  Since this is true, how should we respond to Him?
